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AHHOTaUuA

«OpOblHOB peLuunncsi, HakoHeLl, NepeMeHuTb KBapTupy.
Xossrka ero, odeHb OeaHas noXxunas BOoOBa M YMHOBHULA,
y KOTOPOW OH HaHMMan MnoMeLlleHune, Nno HenpeaBuaeHHbIM
obcTositenbcTBam yexana u3 letepbypra kyaa-to B rMylub,
K POACTBEHHMKaM, He O0XOaBLUMCb NMEPBOro Yucra — cpoka
Hanma cBoero. Monogon Yenosek, A0OXKMBas CPOYHOE BpeMA,
C coXaneHumem gyman O CTapoM yrie n gocagoBan Ha To, YTo
NpUXoaunnochb OCTaBUTb €ro: oH Obin 6efeH, a ksapTupa Obina
gopora...»
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Penop Munxannosuny
[ocToeBCKUMU
Xo3sinka

YacTb nepBas

OpAablHOB peLlunncs, HakoHel, NepeMeHNUTb KBapTuUpy.
Xo3srka ero, odyeHb begHas noxwunas BooBa M YMHOB-
HULUA, Y KOTOPOWN OH HaHMMmar MnoMeLleHne, no Henpea-
BUAeHHbIM obcTosiTensCcTBaM yexana u3 lNetepbypra Ky-
Aa-TO B MyLb, K POACTBEHHNKAM, HEe A0XOAaBLUUCL Nep-
BOro 4ymcna — cpoka HarMma csoero. Monogown 4Yenosex,
A0XUBasd CPOYHOE BpPEMS, C COXaneHmem gyman o cra-
pOM yrne 1 gocagoBarn Ha To, YTO NPUXOAMNOCH OCTaBUTb
ero: oH 6bin 6egeH, a kBapTupa 6bina gopora. Ha gpyron
Xe OeHb nocne oTbesaa X035MKN OH B34 oypaxKy v no-
wen 6poanTb No netepbyprckum nepeyrkam, BbiIcMaTpu-
Basi BCE AprblYkKn, NpMbunTbie K BOpOTaM AOMOB, U BbiOU-
pas oM noyepHee, NontogHee N KarnumasbHee, B KOTO-
pom Bcero ygobHee 6bino HanTtu Tpebyemblt yron y Ka-



KNX-HNBYab 6eaHbIX XUIbLOB.

OH y>xe gonro nckan, BecbMa npunexHo, Ho CKOpo Ho-
Bble, MOYTU HE3HAKOMbIE OLLyLLEeHNA noceTunu ero. CHa-
Yyarna paccesiHHO U HEBPEXHO, MOTOM CO BHUMaHUEM, Ha-
KOHel, C CuUIbHbIM NOOOMNBLITCTBOM CTan OH CMOTPETb
Kpyrom cebs. Tonna n ynuyHas XusHb, LWYM, OBUKEHME,
HOBOCTb NPeaMeTOB, HOBOCTb MNOSIOXKEHUS1 — BCS 3Ta Me-
NoYvHas Xun3Hb 1 obblaeHHasa apebeneHb, Tak AaBHO Ha-
CKy4MBLUAs OENOBOMY U 3aHATOMY netepbyprckomy 4ye-
noeeky, 6ecnyogHo, HO XMOMNOTAIMBO BCH XM3Hb CBOKO
OTbICKMBAIOLLLEMY CPEACTB YMUPUTLCS, CTUXHYTb U YCNo-
KOUTbCA rae-HMbyab B TensIoM rHesge, 4oObITOM TpyaoMm,
NOTOM M pasHbIMKU APYrMMU CpeacTBamu, — BCS 3Ta MNO-
lnas rnpos3a un CKyka Bo3Oyauna B HEM, HanNpoTuB, Ka-
Koe-TO TUXO0-pagoCcTHoe, CBeTnoe owyuleHne. brnegHble
LLIEKM ero cTanu NnokpbIBaTbCs NErkuM pyMsiHLEM, nasa
3abnectenn kak 6yaTo HOBOW HAOEXA0W, U OH C XagHo-
CTblO, LUMPOKO CTasn BAbIXaTb B cebs XONoAHbIN, CBEXUN
Bo3ayx. EMy caenanocb HEOBLIKHOBEHHO NeErkKo.

OH Bcerga Ben Xu3Hb TUXYH0, COBEPLUEHHO YEANHEH-
Hyto. [oga Tpu Hasag, NOfNyYnB CBOK YYEHYHO CTEMNEHb U
CTaB Mo BO3MOXXHOCTW CBODOOAHbLIM, OH noLlesi K OgHOMY
CTapu4Ky, KOTOPOro gocene 3Han noHacnbIWwKe, U Oos-
ro »xgarn, NokamecT NIMBPENHbIN KaMepauHep cornacun-
CA OONOXWUTb O HEM B Apyron pas. [lotom oH Bowen B
BbICOKYH0, TEMHYIO U MYCTbIHHYIO 3any, KpanHe CKYYHY1o,



Kak elle OblBaeT B CTApPUHHbIX, YUEMNEBLUNX OT BPEMEHMU
damunbHbIX, Bapckux gomMax, v yBuaen B HeM CTapuyka,
yBELLAaHHOIo OpAeHaMu 1 yKpalleHHOro cegmMHown, apyra v
COCIy>XuMBLa ero otua un onekyHa csoero. CTapuyok Bpy-
4Yun emMy WenoToyky aeHer. Cymma okasanacb O4eHb HU-
YTOXHOO; 9TO ObIST OCTaTOK NPOAAHHOrO0 C MOMOTKa 3a
AoNrn npagenoBckoro Hacneausi. OpabIHOB paBHOOYLL-
HO BCTYNWJS1 BO BrageHne, HaBcerga oTKIaHANCA oneky-
Hy CBOEMY W Bbllen Ha ynuuy. Beuep 6bin oceHHMI, XO-
NOAHbIN U MPaYHbI; MOTOAOW YernoBeK Obln 3a4yMunB, 1
Kakaa-To 6ecco3HaTtenbHas rpycTb HagpblBara ero cepa-
ue. B rmasax ero 6bi151 OroHb; OH YyBCTBOBaI SIMXOpaaKy,
03HO6 1 xap nonepemeHHo. OH paccunTan 4oporoko, Y4To
MOXET NPOXWUTb CBOUMW CpeacTBaMu roga ABa-Tpu, axe
C ronogom noronam u Yetblpe. CMepKnock, HakpanbiBan
poxab. OH cToproBan nepBbIN BCTPEYHbIN Yron 1 Yyepes
Yyac nepeexan. Tam oH kak 6yaTo 3anepcs B MOHACTbIPb,
Kak 6yaTo oTpeLumncs oT ceeta. Yepes ABa roga OH oau-
Yyar CoBepLUEHHO.

OH oguyan, He 3ameyas TOro; eMy nokamecT U B roso-
BY HE MPUX0AUIIO, YTO eCTb APYras XX13Hb — LLYMHas, rpe-
MsLLadA, BEYHO BOMHYIOLWAACH, BEYHHO MEHAIOLLAACSH, BEY-
HO 30BYyLLas U BCceraa, paHo fn, No3gHO N, HemsbexHasi.
OH, NpaBaa, He MOr He CrblXaTb O HEW, HO He 3Hamn U He
nckan ee Hukorga. C camoro AeTCTBa OH KUIT UCKITIOYU-
TernbHO; Tenepb 3Ta UCKNIYNTENBHOCTL onpeaenunacs.



Ero noxupana ctpactb camas rinybokas, camas HeHachbl-
TMMas, UCTOLLaIoLLIAsA BCHO XN3Hb YerioBeKa 1 He Bblaerns-
oLasa Taknum cyuiectsam, kak OpablHOB, HA OAHOrO yrra
B cpepe Apyroun, NpakTUYEeCKON, XXMTENCKON AeATeNnbHo-
cTn. OTa cTpacTb 6bina — Hayka. OHa cHegana nokamecT
ero MonogocTb, MeasIEHHbIM, YNOUTESbHbIM S40M OTpaB-
nana HOYHOM NOKOW, OTHUMAarna y Hero 34OpOBYHO MULLY U
CBEXMWI BO3YX, KOTOPOro HMKoraa He 6biBano B ero ayLu-
HOM yrny, 1 OpAbIHOB B YIIOEHWUM CTPaCTN CBOEN He XOTer
3ameyaTb Toro. OH GbInT MONoa 1 NokamecT He Tpebosan
bonbwero. CTpacTb caenana ero MnageHuem ans BHeLw-
HEeW XXN3HU N yXxe HaBcerga HecnocobHbIM 3acTaBUTb MO-
CTOPOHUTBLCA MHbIX JOOPbLIX Ntogen, Korga NpuaeT K ToMy
HagoOHOCTL, YTO6 OTMeXeBaTb cebe Mexay HUX XOTb Ka-
Kon-HMbyab yron. Hayka MHbIX NOBKMX Jt0Aen — Kanutarn
B pyKkax; cTpacTb OpablHOBa Obifia obpalleHHbIM Ha Hero
Xe opyXuem.

B Hem Obino 6Gornee 6ecco3HaTeribHOrO BreYeHus,
HeXenu norMyeckn OTYETIMBOW MPUYUHBLI YYUTBCA U
3HaTb, KaK N BO BCAKOMW ApYron, faxe caMon MeNnKown ae-
ATEeNbHOCTU, Aocene ero 3aHnmaslien. Ewle B aertckmx
netax OH MpOCIbI YygakoM U Obln HEMOXOX Ha TOBa-
pulen. Pogutenen oH He 3Han; OT TOBapULLEN 3a CBOW
CTPaHHbIN, HEMAUMBIN XapakTep Tepnen oH 6ecuyeno-
BEYHOCTb M rpyboCTb, OTYEro caenancs encTBUTENbHO
HentguM 1 yrpioM 1 Mano-nomarny yaapurica B UCKINIOYM-



TEeNbHOCTb. HO B yeANMHEHHbIX 3aHATUAX ero HUKoraa, aa-
Xe 1 Tenepb, He OblNo nopsigka n onpeneneHHon cucte-
Mbl; Tenepb Oblf OANH TONbKO NEPBbLIN BOCTOPT, NEPBbIN
Xap, nepsagd ropsiika xyaoxHuka. OH cam cosgaBarn cebe
CUCTEMY; OHa BbbKMBanacb B HEM rogamu, 1 B AyLle ero
yXXe Marno-nomary BOCCTaBas elle TeMHbIA, HEACHbIN,
HO KaK-TO AMBHO-OTpaaHbI 06pas naen, BONmoLweHHON B
HOBYO, NPOCBETMEHHYIO OPMY, M 3Ta bopMa npocusiach
N3 aywn ero, Tep3as 3Ty Ayuly; OH elle pobKo 4YyBCTBO-
Basl OPUrMHaNbHOCTb, UICTUHY U CaMOObITHOCTbL ee: TBOp-
4YeCTBO Y)Xe CKasblBasnocb cunam ero; oHo (bopMupoBa-
nocb 1 Kkpenno. Ho cpok BonnoLweHns n cosgaHnsa 6bin
eLle aanek, MoXeT ObITb, 04eHb garnek, MoOXeT ObITb, CO-
BCEM HEBO3MOXEH!

Tenepb OH XO04WM NO ynNuuam, Kak OTYY>XOEHHbIN, Kak
OTLWeNbHUK, BHE3anHO BbllWeaWwunii N3 CBOENn HEMOW ny-
CTbIHW B LUYMHbIN N rpeMaLwmnn ropos. Bce emy kasanocb
HOBO M CTpaHHO. Ho OH 0 Toro BbIn Yy ToMy MUpy, KO-
TOPbIV KUNES U rpoxoTan KPYrom HEro, 4To Aaxe He noay-
Man yamBuTbCA CBOEMY CTpaHHOMY owyLlieHnto. OH Kak
OyaTo He 3amedarn CBOEro AuKapcTBa; HanpoTuB, B HEM
pOOUIIOCh Kakoe-TO pafioCTHOE YyBCTBO, Kakoe-TO OXMe-
neHune, Kak y ronogHoro, KOTOpoMy nocre 4osroro nocra
Aanu nNuTb U ecTb; XOTS, KOHEYHO, CTPaHHO BbINOo, YTO Ta-
Kas Meno4vHasi HOBOCTb MOSOXEHUS, Kak NepemMeHa KBap-
TUpPbI, MOrfla OTYMaHUTb N B3BOSTHOBATb NeTepbyprckoro



xutens, xota 6 n OpgblHOBaA; HO Mpasga U TO, YTO emy
[0 CUX MOp MOYTU HW pasy He Cnyyanocb BbIXOOUTb 110
Oenam.

Bce 6onee n 6onee emy HpaBunocb 6poanTb NO ynu-
uam. OH rnasen Ha Bce, Kak ¢priaHep.'

Ho 1 Tenepb, BepHbIN CBOEW BCergallHen HaCTPOEHHO-
CTW, OH YUTan B SPKO pacKpbiBaBLUENCSH Nepes HUM Kap-
TUHE, KaK B KHUre Mexay CTpok. Bce nopaxano ero; oH He
Tepss HA OQHOro BMnevatreHns U MbICASWMM B3rnag0M
CMOTpEST Ha Nnua XoasaLmnx nogen, BcMmatpusancs B u-
3MOHOMMIO BCErO OKpyXatoLlero, noboBHO BCnyLmBan-
CSl B peyb HapodHYto, Kak OyaTo noBepsAs Ha BCEM CBOU
3aKrYeHns, poAMBLUMECH B TULIN YeOUHEHHbIX HOYEN.
YacTto kakaa-HMbyab menodb nopaxarna ero, poxgana
naeto, n eMmy Brepsble CTano AocagHo 3a To, YTO OH Tak
3aXuBo norpeb cebs B cBoeu Kenbe. 34ech BCe WSO CKO-
pee; nynbc ero Obin NOMOH U BbLICTP, YM, NOAABIEHHbIN
OOMHOYECTBOM, N30LLPSIEMbIA U BO3BbILLAEMbIN NNLLb Ha-
MPSPKEHHOI0, 3K3anbTUPOBaHHOW AeATeNbHOCTbIO, pabo-
Tan Tenepb CKOPO, MOKOMHO M cmeno. K Tomy xe emy
Kak-To Becco3HaTeNnbHO XOTeNoCb BTECHUTb Kak-HUOyOb
n cebsa B 3Ty AN HEro Yy>XAayH XM3Hb, KOTOPYH OH [O-
cere 3Harn, unwu, ny4yule ckasaTtb, TONbKO BEPHO npeayvys-
CTBOBAJT MIHCTUHKTOM XygoxHuKa. Cepaue ero HeBOfnbHO
3abunock Tockot nben n covyscTeua. OH BHUMATENb-

! ®naHep (¢ppaHu. flaneur) — npasgHoLIATAOLWMIACS.



Hee BrnsabiBancs B N0gen, MUMO HEro NpoXoauBLUKX;
HO nioam Obinn Yyxue, o3abodeHHble 1 3agyMmumBble. .. U
Mano-nomarny 6ecnedHoctb OpablHOBa cTana HeBOSTbHO
ynagaTb; AENCTBUTENBHOCTbL YXXe nogasnsna ero, Bce-
nana B HEro Kakon-To HEBOSIbHLIN CTpax yBaxeHnsa. OH
cTan yctaBaTtb OT HarnsbiBa HOBbIX BrievatneHun, gocere
eMy HeBeJOMbIX, Kak B0SbHOM, KOTOPbIM pagoCTHO BCTan
B NepBbln pa3 ¢ 6one3HeHHOro ogpa CBOEro un ynan, us-
HEMOXEHHbI CBETOM, BNIECKOM, BUXPEM >KU3HU, LLIYMOM
N NecTpoTOol MNpornetaswlen MMMO Hero Tosinbl, OTyMa-
HEHHbIN, 3aKpY>XeHHbIN ABMXeHneM. EMy ctano Tocknu-
BO 1 rpycTHO. OH Havarn 60ATbCA 3a BCIO CBOK XM3Hb, 3a
BCIO CBOIO AeATENbHOCTb M Jaxe 3a byayLHocTb. HoBas
MbICnb YbuBana nokown ero. Emy Bapyr npuLlno B rosiosy,
YTO BCHO KM3Hb CBOK OH BblST OANHOK, YTO HUKTO He fto-
6un ero, 4a U emy HUKOro He yaasanoch Nobutb. MHble
N3 NPOXOXMX, C KOTOPbIMM OH CNy4anHO BCTynan B pas-
roBOpbl B Ha4yarne nporyriku, CMOTpenn Ha Hero rpybo u
ctpaHHo. OH Buaen, 4YTo ero NpMHUManu 3a cymaclue-
LLIEero nUnun 3a opuUrMHanbHenLWero Yyygaka, 4Yto, Brpoyem,
661110 coBcem cnpaseanneo. OH BCMOMHWI, YTO U Bcerga
BCEM ObINO Kak-TO TSHXKENO B ero npuUcyTCTBUU, YTO eLle
N B geTcTBe Bce Bexanu ero 3a ero 3agymMuymBbIn, yrnop-
HbI XapaKTep, YTO TSXKEeNOo, NoAaBNeHHO U HENPUMETHO
APYTMM NPOSIBASANIOCh €ro COYyBCTBUE, KOTopoe 6bino B
HeM, HO B KOTOPOM KaK-TO HWUKOrga He Oblno NnpuMeTHO



HPaBCTBEHHOrO paBEHCTBA, YTO My4urio ero ewie pebeH-
KOM, KOrda OH HMKaK He MOXOAuS Ha Apyrnx AeTen, CBO-
NX CBEPCTHUKOB. Tenepb OH BCMOMHWUIT U coobpasun, 4To
N Bcerga, Bo BCAKOE BPEMS, BCE OCTaBNANM n obxogunm
ero.

HenprmeTHO 3awuen oH B 0AWH OTAANEHHbIN OT LeHTpa
ropoga koHey lNetepbypra. Koe-kak noobenas B yeau-
HEHHOM TpaKkTMpe, OH Bbilen onatb 6poantb. OnATb
npoLlesi OH MHOro ynuy, 1 nnowagen. 3a HUMU NOTSHY-
NUCb ONVHHBIE XeNTble U cepble 3abopbl, CcTanu BCTpe-
YaTbCHA COBCEM BETXME U3DEeHKM BMeCTO BoraTbiXx AOMOB
N BMECTe C TeM KorioccarnbHble 3gaHuns nog dadpukamu,
YpOASMBbIE, MOYEPHEBLUNE, KPACHble, C ANMNHHBbIMU TPY-
bamun. Bclogy 6bino 6e3ntogHoO 1 nycTo; BCe CMOTPEro
KaK-TO YrptoMO N HENPUA3HEHHO: MO KpahHen Mepe Tak
kaszanocb OpabiHoBY. Bbin yxxe Bevep. OgHUM ONUHHBIM
nepeyrikoMm OH BbiLeN Ha NoLWwaaKy, rae ctosna npuxoa-
CKasi LLEPKOBb.

OH BoLlen B Hee paccesiHHO. Cny»xba TOMbKO YTO KOH-
yunacb; LUepkoBb Bbifla MOYTU COBCEM MyCTa, U TONbKO
ABE CTapyxu CTOSANM ele Ha KoneHsax y Bxoga. Cnyxu-
Tenb, Ceaon CTapu4yoK, TyWnn ceeyn. Jlyum 3axogawero
COSMHLA LLUMPOKOK CTPYE NUNUCH CBEPXY CKBO3b Y3KOe
OKHO Kyrnorna u ocBellanu mopem brnecka oauvH ns npu-
AenoB; HO OHM cnabenu Bce 6onee n bonee, n Yem 4ep-
Hee CTaHoBWNacb Mrfa, rycteBllasd nof ceogamu xpa-



Ma, TeM apye bnmctany mectamu pa33orioYeHHble UKO-
Hbl, 03apeHHble TPENEeTHbLIM 3apeBOM NnamMnaj U CBeYen.
B npunagke rnyboko BOSHYOLWEN TOCKA U KaKOro-To no-
AaBneHHoro yysctea OpAblHOB MPUCIIOHUICS K CTEHE B
CaMOM TEMHOM YImy UepKBU U 3abblfica HA MrHOBEHME.
OH o4Hyncs, Korga MepHbIN, ryXon 3BYK ABYX BOLLELLNX
npuxoxaH pasgancs nog csogamu xpama. OH nNogHAn
rnasa, U Kakoe-To HeBblpa3nMmoe nbonbITCTBO OBnage-
no uM npu B3rNsg4e Ha ABYX npuwwensueB. 3TO Obinu
cTapuvK 1 monopas xeHwmHa. Ctapuk 6bin BbICOKOro po-
cTa, ewe npsmon n 6ogpbii, HO Xyaon N GONE3HEHHO
6neaHbin. C BUOa ero MoXHoO ObIfio NPUHATL 3a 3ae3xe-
ro oTkyga-Hmbyab usganeka kynua. Ha Hem 6bin gnvH-
HbI, YEepHbIN, O4EBUOHO NPAas3AHUYHBIA KaddTaH Ha Me-
Xy, HageTbl Hapacnalky. M3-nog kagpTaHa BMAHeNachb
Kakasa-To gpyrast AnNnMHHoNonas pycckasa ogexaa, niioTHO
3acTerHyTtas cHM3y o Bepxa. lonas wes 6bina Hebpex-
HO MOBSI3aHa APKMM KpacHbIM NIaTKOM; B pyKax MexoBasi
wanka. JnnHHaga ToHkasa nonycenas 6opoaa nagana emy
Ha rpyab, U U3-Nog HaBUCLUMX XMYpbIX BpoBen ceepkarn
B3rNsi4 OrHEBOW, NUXOPaAOYHO BOCMNaneHHbIn, HagMeH-
HbIn 1 gonrui. XKeHwmHa 6bina net Asaguatn n YygHo
npekpacHa. Ha Hen 6bina 6oratas ronybas nopbutas me-
XOM LWy6enka, a roriosa NokpbiTa 6enbiM atnacHbIM Nnat-
KOM, 3aBsi3aHHbIM y nogbopoaka. OHa wna, noTynus rma-
3a, U Kakas-To 3agyM4mBasi BaXXHOCTb, pasnntas Bo BCeu



dourype ee, pe3ko 1 nevasnbHO oTpaXkanacb Ha cnagocT-
HOM KOHTYpe AETCKU-HEXHbIX N KPOTKUX SIMHUIA Nnua ee.
UTto-TO CTpaHHOE Bbifo B 3TOM HEOXMOAHHOW nape.

CTapuk ocTaHOBUIICA MOCPEeAN LEPKBU N MOKITOHUIICA
Ha BCE YeTbIpe CTOPOHbI, XOTH LIEPKOBbL Oblfna COBEPLLEH-
HO nycTa; TO Xe cgenana u ero cnytHuua. Notom OH
B34N1 ee 3a pPyKy M nosesn K 6onboMy MecTHoMy obpa-
3y boropoguubl, BO MMs KOTOpoKn Bbinia NocTpoeHa uep-
KOBb, CUSABLLEMY Y anTapsi ocrenuTernbHbIM 6rneckom or-
Heun, OTpaXkaBLLUMXCA Ha ropeBLUen 30/10TOM U AparoLeH-
HbIMW KaMHSIMU pu3e. LiepKoBHOCNYXUTENb, NOCNEeaHNI
OCTaBLUMNCS B LIEPKBU, NOKITOHWUICSA CTAapUKY C YBaXKEHMU-
eM; TOT KMBHYN eMy ronoBoto. YKeHwmHa ynana Hul ne-
pen nkoHon. CTapuk B35S KOHEL, MOKPOBa, BUCEBLUENO Y
NoaHOXWSA MKOHbI, U HAKpbIN ee ronosy. [Myxoe pblgaHue
pas3ganoch B LIEPKBU.

OpAablHOB Obin MOpaXkeH TOPXXECTBEHHOCTLH BCEWN
3TOW CLUEHbI U C HETEPMNEHUEM Xaan ee okoH4YaHnsa. Mu-
HYTbl Yepe3 ABE XEHLUNHA NoaHsana rofioBy, U oNATb sp-
K1 CBET Namnagbl 03apun npenecrtHoe nuuo ee. Opabl-
HOB B34pOrHyn n ctynun war sneped. OHa yxe nogana
PYKy CTapuKy, n oba Tuxo nowsniv u3 uepksu. Crnesbl Ku-
nenu B ee TEMHbIX CMHUX rMasax, onyLweHHbIX OfMHHbI-
MW, CBEPKABLLUMMM Ha MIIe4yHon 6ennsHe nuua pecHuua-
MU, N KaTunucb nNo nobnegHeswmm wekam. Ha rybax ee
MernbKana ynbloka; Ho B nuue 3amMeTHbl Bbinu creabl Ka-



KOro-TO OEeTCKOro ctpaxa W TauHCTBEHHOro yxaca. OHa
pobKO NpmXnumManacbh K CTapuky, U BUAHO ObIfo, YTO OHa
BCSA gpoXana oT BOMHEHUS.

[MopaxeHHbINn, BnYyembl KakMM-TO HEeBEAOMO cra-
AOCTHBIM U YMOPHbIM 4yBCTBOM, OpablHOB BbICTPO Mno-
Wen Bcred 3a HAMKU N Ha LUEepKOBHOW nanepTun nepeLuern
nm gopory. CTapuk nornsgen Ha Hero HenPUA3HEHHO U
CYpPOBO; OHa TOXe B3rnsiHyna Ha Hero, Ho 6e3 nbonbIT-
CTBa 1 paccesiHHo, Kak byaTo apyrasi, oTaaneHHasa MbICrib
3aHMmana ee. OpabIHOB noLlen Benes 3a HUMK, cam He
NOHUMasi CBOEro ABWXEHUS. YXXe COBEepLUEHHO CMeEpK-
nocb; OH wen nooganbe. CTapuk n Mmonogas XeHLuHa Bo-
LMW B BONbLUYIO, LUMPOKYIO YNnLY, FPA3HYH0, NOMHYH0 pas-
HOro0 NPOMbILLMIEHHOrO Hapoaa, My4YHbIX nabasoB U Mo-
CTOSINbIX ABOPOB, KOTOpasi Bena npsamo K 3actase, U Nno-
BEPHYNN U3 HEE B Y3KWUI, ONTMHHBIA NepPeynokK C AMNHHbI-
MK 3abopamu No obemm CTopoHam ero, ynmpasLLMACS B
OFPOMHYIO NMOYEPHEBLLYIO CTEHY YETbIPEXATaXKHOIo Kanwm-
TanbHOro JOMa, CKBO3HbIMW BOPOTaMM KOTOPOro MOXHO
ObIN10 BbIATY Ha OPYryH0, TOXe BOMbLUYHO U NIOLAHYIO Yin-
uy. OHM yXe nogxogunu K 4omy; Bapyr ctapyk obopoTtun-
Cs U C HeTepneHueMm B3rmsaHyn Ha OpabiHoBa. Monogon
YernoBeK OCTaHOBUIICS KaK BKOMaHHbINA; eMy caMOMy Mno-
Kasanocb CTpaHHbIM ero ysneveHue. CTapuk ornsiHyncs
ApYyrov pas, kak OyaTo xenas yBepuTbCH, npovssena nu
AencTeue yrposa ero, u notom oba, OH U Mosofas KeH-



LLIMHA, BOLLIIM Yepes y3Kne BopoTa Bo ABop Aoma. Opabl-
HOB BEPHYJICS Ha3ag.

OH 6bINT B CaMOM HEMPUATHOM PaCMONOXEHUN ayxa U
aocagoBan Ha camoro cebsi, coobpaxas, 4To nortepsn
AEHb HaNpacHo, HanpacHo yctan n Boo6aBOK KOHYM Fy-
NOCTb0, NPUAAB CMbICI LIEMNOro NPUKIOYEHNS NPOUCLLIE-
cTButo 6onee 4Yem OObIKHOBEHHOMY.

Kak H1 pocagoBan oH Ha cebsi noyTpy 3a CBOK oanya-
NOCTb, HO B MHCTUHKTE ero Obino 0exaTb OT BCero, 4Yto
MOrI0 pa3Brieyb, NOPa3nTb N MOTPSACTM €ro BO BHELLHEM,
He BHYTPEHHEM, XYOOXEeCTBEHHOM Mupe ero. Tenepb C
rPYCTbIO U C KaKMM-TO packasiHnem nogyman OH O CBO-
eM 6e3MATEXXHOM yrne; NOTOM Hanana Ha Hero Tocka u
3aboTta 0 HepaspelleHHOM MOSIOXKEHUN ero, 0 NpeacTo-
SABLUMX XNonoTax, U BMECTe C TeM CTano JOoCadHo, YTo
Takas Mesfiodb Morna ero 3aHMMmaTb. HakoHel, yctanbiv
N HE B COCTOSAHUWN CBA3aTb ABYX uaewn, obpen oH yxe
No34HO A0 KBapTUPbl CBOEWN U C N3YMIEHNEM CMOXBaTUM-
csl, YTo npowen Obino, He 3amevyasi TOro, MMMO AOMa,
B KOTOPOM Wur. OLIeNnoMneHHbIN 1 NokavymBasi rorioBOK
Ha CBOK PaCCESAHHOCTb, OH MpuUNMcan ee ycTanocTu u,
noabIMasiCb Ha NecTHULY, BOLEN, HAaKOHeL,, Ha Yepaak B
CBOI KOMHaTY. TaM OH 3aXker CBe4y — 1 Yepes3 MUHYTY 06-
pa3 nnadvyLlen XeHLMHbl SSPKO nopasun ero Boobpaxe-
Hue. Tak NnnaMeHHo, Tak CUITbHO ObINO BnevyaTrneHune, Tak
ntoBGOBHO BOCMPOM3BESIO €ro cepaue 3T KpoTKMe, TUXne



4yepTbl NMUa, NOTPACEHHOIO TAUHCTBEHHLIM YMUNEHNEM
N yXacom, obnmToro cnesamm BoCcTopra unm mnageHdye-
CKOro nokasiHus, YTO rfasa ero noMyTunmcb u Kak bya-
TO OroHb nNpobexan no Bcem ero yneHam. Ho BuaeHue
npogorkanocb Hegonro. Nocne BocTopra HacTano pas-
MbILLIEHNE, NOTOM Jocaaa, NOTOM Kakas-To beccunbHas
3M0CTb; HE pa3deBasiCb, 3aBEPHYIICA OH B 04eAno un 6po-
CWICS Ha XeCTKYH0 NOCTeNb CBOIO. ..

OpAablHOB NPOCHYICSA YK€ LOBOSIbHO MO34HO YTPOM B
pasgpaxeHHOM, pobKoM 1 NogaBfieHHOM COCTOSIHUN ay-
Xa, cobpancsi Hackopo, MOYTM HacurbHO CTapasacb AOy-
MaTb O HaCyLHbIX 3ab6oTax CBOUX, M OTAPaBUICS B CTO-
POHY, NPOTUBOMONOXHYO BYEPALUHEMY CBOEMY MyTeELLe-
CTBUIO; HAKOHeL, OH OTbICcKas cebe KBapTupy rae-To B cBe-
Tenke y 6egHoro Hemua, no npossuwy LLnuc, xneLiero
c noyepbto TuHxeH. LLnuc, nonyyns 3agaTok, ToTyac xe
CHAN SpnblK, NPUOUTLIN Ha BOpOTax 1 NpurnallaBLLni Ha-
emMLunkoB, noxsanun OpablHOBa 3a MoboBb K Haykam U
obeLlan cam ycepgHo no3aHATbes ¢ HUM. OpabIHOB CKa-
3an, 4To nepeeget K Beyepy. OTTyaa oH nowen 6bi1n0 o-
MOW, HO pa3gymarn 1 NOBOPOTUN B APYry CTOPOHY; 6oa-
POCTb BOPOTUIACH K HEMY, M OH CaM MbICITEHHO YNbIOHYI-
ca cBoeMy nodonbITcTBy. [lopora B HETEPNEHNN NOKa3a-
nacb emy 4ype3BblHaiHO ASIMHHO; HAKOHEL, OH JoLlesn Ao
LePKBU, B KOTOPOW Obin BY4EPA BEYEPOM.

Cnyxunu obeaHto. OH BbIbpan MecTo, C KOTOPOro Mor



BUOETb MOYTU BCEX MOMALLNXCS; HO TEX, KOTOPbIX OH UC-
kKan, He Obino. lNocne gonroro OXuWaaHus OH BbllUen,
KpacHes. YNopHo nogaensasa B cebe kakoe-To HEBOSbHOE
4yBCTBO, YNPSIMO U HAaCWUbHO CTaparsncs OH NePeMEHUTb
Xo4 Mbicnen ceonx. PasgymbiBas 06 06bl4eHHOM, XKUTEN-
CKOM, OH BCMOMHWA, 4TO emy nopa obeaartb, 1, NOYyB-
CTBOBAaB, YTO AEWCTBUTENBHO FONOAEH, 3allen B TOT Xe
camblii TpakTup, B KotopoM obeaan Byepa. OH yxe u He
NOMHMA MNocne, Kak Bbiwen oTtyga. [onro n 6eccosHa-
TenbHO 6poans OH Mo ynuuam, No NaHbIM 1 6esntoa-
HbIM Nepeyrnkam 1, HakKoHel, 3aLUen B MyLlb, rae yXXe He
ObINno ropoda v rae paccTunanoch NoXentesBliee none;
OH OYHYNCH, Korga MepTBasi TULLIMHA nopasusia ero Ho-
BbIM, JAaBHO HEBEAOMbIM €My BrevatrneHnem. [leHb Obin
CYXOM U MOPO3HbIN, KaKon Hepeako ObiBaeT B neTepbypr-
ckoM OKTsiIbpe. Henoganeky 6bina n3ba; Bosne Hee ABa
cTora ceHa; MmaneHbkas Kpytopebpas nowageHka, noHy-
psa ronosy, ¢ oTBUCION rybon, ctoana 6e3 ynpsxmn nog-
ne ABYKONEeCHOW TapaTtanku, Kadanocb, 06 4emM-To pasay-
MbiBas. [JBopHas cobaka, Bop4a, rpbi3na KocTb BONM3K
pa3buToro Korneca, u TPEXNETHUN pebeHOK B OQHON py-
balloHKe, noyecbiBas CBOK Henyto MOXHaTyl rosioBy, C
yaOMBMEHNEM rnaaen Ha 3alenuwero OANHOKOro ropoa-
HWHa. 3a n3bon TAHYNUCb Nonsa n oropoabl. Ha kpato cu-
HUX Hebec YepHenucb neca, a ¢ NPOTUBOMNOSIOXHOWN CTO-
POHbI HAXOOUN MYTHbIE CHEXHbIE 0brnaka, Kak 6yaTo ro-



HSA nepen coboto cTak nepeneTHbIX NTul, 6e3 kpuka, oa-
Ha 3a apyrot, npobupaswmxca no Heby. Bce ObINo TXo
N KaK-TO TOPXXECTBEHHO-TPYCTHO, MOMHO KaKoro-To 3amu-
paBLUero, nputTameLlerocs oxunganus... OpgbIiHOB nowlen
ObIN10 Aanblue M ganblue; HO NYCTbIHA TOMbKO TAroTuna
ero. OH noBepHyn Ha3ag, B ropoA, U3 KOTOPOro BAPYr Mo-
Heccsi ryCTOM ryn KOSIOKOMOB, C3blBaBLUMX K BEYEPHEMY
BGorocnyxeHuto. YaBown waru n Yepes HeCKONbKO Bpeme-
HW ONATb BOLUEN B XpaMm, Tak 3HAKOMbI eMy CO BYepalLL-
Hero gHs.

HesHakomMka ero 6bina yxe Tam.

OHa cTosina Ha KomeHsIX y caMoro Bxoda Mexay Tor-
nown monueLLmxcs. OpabIHOB NPOTECHUICS CKBO3b MYCTYHO
MaccCy HULIMX, CTapyX B NTOXMOTbSIX, OONbHbLIX N Kanek,
OXMAABLUMX Y LEPKOBHbIX ABEPEN MUITOCTbIHW, U cTan
Ha KOoneHu Bo3re He3HakoMku. Ogexaa ero kacanach ee
o4exXAabl, M OH CrblLan NopbIBUCTOE AblXaHWe, BblfeTaB-
LUee 13 ee YCT, LWeNTaBLUMX ropsYyo MonmnTay. YepTbl nn-
La ee no-npexHemy Obinn NOTPSACEHbI YyBCTBOM Becnpe-
AenbHON HabOXXHOCTN, N cnesbl ONATb KaTUINUCb U COXIN
Ha ropsiumx LLekax ee, Kak OyaTto oMbiBasi kKakoe-HMbyab
CTpallHoe npectynneHune. B Tom mecTe, rae cTosnmn oHu
06a, OblNo COBEPLUEHHO TEMHO, N TONbKO MO BpEMEHAM
TycKnoe nnamsi namnagpl, konebnemoe BETpOM, BpbiBaB-
LUMMCS Yepe3 OTBOPEHHOE Yy3KOE CTEKIO OKHa, 03apsano
TpeneTHbIM 6reckom nuuo ee, KOTOPOro Kaxaas vepta



Bpe3anacb B NamsATb IOHOLIN, MyTUNa 3pEeHNE ero u rny-
X010, HeCcTepnnmoto Borbio HagpbIBana ero cepaue. Ho B
3TOM My4yeHUn BbINO CBOE MUCCTYNMEeHHoe ynoeHne. Ha-
KOHeL, OH He MOr BblgepXaTb; BCA rpyab €ro 3agpoxa-
na v U3Hbina B OAHO MrHOBEHME B HEBEJOMOM CraaocCT-
HOM CTPEMIIEHUN, U OH, 3apblgaB, CKITOHUIICA BOCNaneHx-
HOW rofI0BOM CBOEW Ha XONoAHbIN NOMOCT UepkBu. OH He
cnblxan n He YyBCTBOBas HMYero, kpome 6onu B cepgue
CBOEM, 3aMMpaBLUEM B CNAAOCTHbIX MyKaxX.
OaunHo4ecTBOM N pasBuUiach aTa KparHss Brnedatnu-
TENbHOCTb, 0BHaXXEHHOCTb N HE3ALLULEHHOCTb YyBCTBA;
NpUroToBMANachb N B TOMUTENBHOM, OYLWHOM U Ge3Bbl-
XO0OHOM ©e3mornBuu Oonrnx, 6eCCOHHbIX HO4Yen, cpeau
B©ecco3HaTeNbHbIX CTPEMIEHUN N HETEPNENMBBLIX MNOTPSI-
CEHUN ayxa, 3Ta NopbIBYaTOCTb cepaua, rotoBasi, Hako-
Hel, pa3opBaTbCs UMM HAWUTWU U3NUAHUE; N TaK AOIMKHO
ObIN10 GbITb €N, Kak BHE3AMNHO B 3HOWHbIN, OYLUHbLIN AEHb
BOPYr 3a4epHeET BCe HeDO, 1 rpo3a pasonbeTcs OXOEM
N OFHEM Ha B3arikaBLLYH 3eMII0, MOBUCHET neprnamMmm o-
XOS Ha M3YMPYOHbIX BETBAX, COMHET TpaBy, Nnosns, npu-
ObeT K 3eMIie HeXHble 4Yalleyku LBEeToB, 4YTOO noToMm,
npu nNepBbIX fydax COmMHUa, BCe, ONATb OXMBasd, yCcTpe-
MUNOCb, MOAHANOCH HABCTPEYY eMY U TOPXKECTBEHHO, A0
Heba nocrnano eMy CBOW POCKOLUHbIW, CNagoCTHbIA bur-
MUaM, BECENACb M pagyscb OOHOBMEHHOW CBOEWN XU3-
HW... Ho OpabiHoB He mMor 6bl Tenepb M NogymMmartb, YTO C



HUM [enaeTcs: OH eBa co3HaBarn ceobs...

OH No4YTn He 3aMeTus, Kak KOHYNITOCb BorocnyxeHue,
N OYHYNCS, NPoAMpPAasCb 3a CBOEN HE3HAKOMKOM CKBO3b
cnnoTuBLyOCH Y Bxoda Tonny. [lopon oH BCTpedan ee
yauBneHHbIN 1 ceeTnbin B3rnag. OctaHaBnusaemas no-
MWHYTHO BbIXOAMBLUMM HapoaoM, oHa He pa3 obopauyu-
Banacb K HemMy; BMAHO ObIfo, Kak BCE CUMIbHEE U CUSIb-
Hee pocrno ee yamBrieHune, 1 BOPYr OHa BCSA BCMbIXHYNA,
Oyato 3apeBoM. B aTy MUHYTY BOPYr M3 TONMbI ABUSICA
ONATb BYEPALLHUIA CTapuUK U B3AN ee 3a pyKy. OpabliHOB
ONATb BCTPETUI XEMYHbLIA U HAaCMELUNMBLIA B3rNsg ero,
N Kakaa-To cTpaHHaga 3noba Bapyr cTecHuna emy cepa-
ue. HakoHel OH NnoTepsan nx B TeMHOTE U3 BUAY; Toraa, B
HeeCTeCTBEHHOM YCUNKN, OH pBaHYyrCcs BRepes 1 Bbllen
N3 uepken. Ho ceexnn BevyepHUn BO3OyxX He MoOr ocse-
XWUTb €ro: AblxaHwe crnmpanocb W caaBnmMBarnocb B €ro
rpyau, n cepaue crano butbca MeaneHHo U Kpenko, Kak
Oyarto xoteno npobutb emy rpyab. HakoHel oH yBugen,
YTO OENCTBUTENBbHO MNOTEPAST CBOUX HE3HAKOMLIEB; HU B
ynuue, H1 B nepeyrke nx yxe He 6bino. Ho B ronose Op-
AbIHOBA YXXe ABUSacb MbICHb, CIOXWUICS OOMH U3 TeX pe-
LUNTENbHbIX, CTPaHHbIX NIaHOB, KOTOPbIE XOTH U BCeraa
cymacbpogHbl, HO 3aTO NOYTW BCEraa ycneBatoT 1 BbINOs-
HAOTCA B NO4OOHbIX CryYasax; HasaBTpa B BOCEMb YacoB
yTpa OH nofoLles K JIOMYy CO CTOPOHbI Nepeyrika 1 BoLles
Ha Y3eHbKUW, rPA3HbIA U HEYNCTLIN 3a4HUN ABOPUK, HEYTO



BpoOAe NOMOMHOW siIMbl B AOMe. [IBOPHUK, YTO-TO AenaBs-
LM Ha Bope, NPUOCTAaHOBUIICA, ynepcs nogdopoakom
Ha pyudKy cBoew nonatbl, ornsaen OpabiHOBa € HOr [0 ro-
NOBbI N CNPOCUN €ro, YTO emMy Hago.

[1BOpHMK ObINT MONOOOM Manbiv, NeT AaguaTty NaTy,
C YpesBbl4aHO CTapoobpasHbIM NINLOM, CMOPLLEHHbIN,
ManeHbKU, TaTapuH NOPOAOHO.

— Vwy kBapTupy, — otBeyan ¢ HeteprneHnem OpabIHOB.

— Kotopaa? — cnpocun ABOPHUK C yCcMeLwKkow. — OH
cmoTpen Ha OpabliHOBa Tak, kak 6yaTo 3Har BCe ero Aeno.

— HyHo oT xunbuos, — otBedan OpablHOB.

— Ha Tom gBope HeT, — oTBe4an 3arago4yHO ABOPHUK.

— A 3gecb?

— W 3geck HeT. — TyT ABOPHUK NPUHANCS 3a nonary.

— A MoxeT BbITb, U yCcTynAaT, — ckadan OpabIHOB, AaBas
ABOPHUKY FPUBEHHMUK.

TatapwH B3rnaHyn Ha OpabIHOBA, B3 FPUBEHHUK, MO-
TOM ONATb B3ACS 3a flonaTy v nocre HEKOTOPOro Morsl-
YaHus 06bABUI, YTO «HET, HETY KBapTupa». Ho monogon
YeroBeK YK He cnyLlarn ero; OH LWen Mo rHUMbIM, TPSCY-
YUM JOCKaM, NexaBLUM B IyXe, K eQUHCTBEHHOMY Bbl-
Xo4y Ha 3ToT ABOp M3 donurena goma, YepHOMY, Heuvn-
CTOMY, FPA3HOMY, Ka3anocb, 3axfiebHyBLLUEMYCS B NyXe.
B HmxHem aTaxe xun 6egHbin rpoboBwmk. MnHoBae ero
OCTPOYMHYIO MacTepckyto, OpabIHOB MO nosiypasfiomaH-
HOW, CKOJSIb3KOW, BUHTOOOpA3HOW NeCTHULE NOAHSANCS B



BEPXHUIN 3Tax, oLlynan B TEMHOTE TONCTYHO, HEYKITHOXYHO
ABepb, MOKPbLITYD POrOXHbIMU NTOXMOTbSIMW, HaLlen 3a-
MOK 1 npuoteopun ee. OH He owmnbea. Nepen HUM cToAN
€My 3HaKOMbI/ CTapuvK U NpUCTanbHO, C KpanHUM yauB-
NeHnemM CMOTpPES Ha Hero.

— Y10 TEGE? — CNPOCKN OH OTPLIBUCTO M MOYTU LLENO-
TOM.

— EcTtb kBapTUpa?.. — cnpocun OpabiHOB, NOYTH 3a0bIB
BCe, 4TO XoTen okasaTb. OH yBMaan ns-3a nnevya ctapuka
CBOK HE3HAKOMKY.

CTtapuk mMon4ya ctan 3aTBOpsiTb ABEPb, BbITECHAS €10
OpAapbliHoBa.

— EcTb KBapTupa, — pasgancsa Bapyr nackoBbIv ronoc
MOIOOO0N YKEHLLUMHbI.

CTtapuk ocBoboann aBsepeb.

— MHe HyeH yron, — ckasan OpabIHOB, NOCNELUHO BXO-
AS B KOMHaTy 1 obpallasach K kpacasuue.

Ho OH ocTaHOBUIICA B M3YMIEHUN KakK BKOMaHHbIN,
B3rnsiHyB Ha ByayLimx Xo3seB CBOMX; B rfasax ero npo-
n3owuna Hemas, nopasuTtenbHas cueHa. Ctapuk 6bin 6ne-
AEH KakK cMepTb, Kak 6yaTo rotoBbIM NULWNTBCA YYBCTB.
OH cMOTpern CBUHUOBbLIM, HENOABWXHbLIM, NMPOH3aloLUM
B3rNsiAoM Ha XeHwwmHy. OHa Toxe nobnegHena cHadva-
na; HO NOTOM BCS KpOBb Bpocunack en B nvuo, 1 rnasa
ee Kak-To CTpaHHO cBepkHynu. OHa nosena OpabiHOBa B

LPYTY0 KaMOPKY.



Bca kBapTupa cocTtosina ns ogHon AoOBOSMbHO 0OLWIMp-
HOW KOMHaTbl, pasgeneHHon OABYMS Nneperopogkamu Ha
TPU YacTu; N3 CeHer NPSMO BXOOUSIMN B Y3EHbKYIO, TEM-
HYIO MPUXOXYID; NPsIMO Obifia ABepb 3a Neperopoaky,
OYeBMOHO B cnarnbH x03seB. HanpaBo, yepe3 npuxo-
XYH0, Npoxoaunu B KOMHaTy, KoTopasa oTaaBanacb BHaW-
Mbl. OHa Oblna y3eHbKasi U TecHasi, NPUNICHyTas ne-
pPeropoakoto K AByM HM3EHbKMM OKHaM. Bce 6bino 3arpo-
MOXOEHO W 3acTaBrneHo HeOHXOOUMbIMU BO BCAKOM XU-
Tbe npeameTamu; 6b1510 6egHO, TECHO, HO MO BO3MOXHO-
cTn uncto. Mebernb cocTosna ns npoctoro Genoro cTo-
na, AByX NPOCTbIX CTyNbEB 1 3anaska No obenm cTopo-
HaM cTeH. bonbLon cTapuHHbI 06pa3 ¢ NO30I04EHHbIM
BEHYMKOM CTOSIN HaZ NOJSIKOW B Yriy, U nepeg HAM rope-
na namnaga. B otgaBaemon KomHaTe, 1 4acTuKo B NPUXo-
Xen, nomellanacb OrpoMHas, HeYyKIoXXasi pycckasi neyb.
AcHO 6bINO, YTO TPOMM B TAKOW KBapTMpE Henb3sa Obino
KUTb.

OHun cTtanu yroBapmBatbCs, HO 6eCcBA3HO 1 eadBa no-
HUmas apyr gpyra. OpabliHOB 3a ABa Lara oT Hee Cribl-
Las, Kak cTy4aro ee cepfle; OH BUAen, YTo OHa BCs Apo-
Xana oT BOrHeHUs 1 Kak byaTo oT cTpaxa. HakoHel koe-
Kak crosopunucb. Mornogon 4yenoBsek ob6bABWI, YTO OH
cenyac nepeeger, U B3rMAHyN Ha xo3auHa. CTapuk CcTo-
AN B ABepsAX Bce ewe bneaHbln; HO TUXasd, Aaxe 3agyM-
4ynBas ynolbka NnpokpaabiBanach Ha rybax ero. Bctpetms



B3rnsa OpabiHOBa, OH ONATb HaxXMypun 6poBu.

— EcTb nacnopt? — cnpocun oH BAPYr rPOMKUM, OTPbI-
BUCTbIM rosIOCOM, OTBOPSS eMy [BEPb B CEHU.

— [a! — orBevan OpablHOB, HEMHOIO 03a4a4€HHbIN.

— KT0 Tbl TAKOB?

— Bacuvnun OpgbiHOB, ABOPSAHUH, HE CITYXKY, N0 CBOUM
Aenam, — oTBeYarn OH, nogaernbiBadcb Nod TOH CTapuka.

— W a Toxe, — otBeyan crapuk. — A nba MypuH, me-
LLIAHWH; OOBOSbHO € Teba? CTtynan...

Uepes yac OpabiHOB yxe 6bls1 Ha HOBOW KBapTupe, K
YOANBMEHNIO CBOEMY M CBOEIO HEMLLA, KOTOPbIN YXKe Ha4u-
Han nogospesBaTtb, BMECTE C NOKOPHOK TUHXEH, YTO Ha-
BEPHYBLUMINCSA Xunew, obmaHyn ero. OpabIHOB XXe caM He
NoHWMarn, Kak Bce 31O caenanocb, Aa U He XoTen MOHU-
MaTb...



Ceppgue ero Tak 6unock, 4YTO B rfasax 3efeHeno u ro-
nosa wra Kpyrom. MalwunHaneHO 3aHANCHA OH pasmelle-
HMEM CBOEro CKyAHOro MmyLlecTBa B HOBOW KBapTupe,
pa3Bsidan y3esn ¢ pa3HbiM HeobxoauMbim gobpom, oTnep
CYHAOYK C KHAraMu 1 cTan yknagbiBaTb UX Ha CTOJ; HO CKO-
po BCsA aTa paboTa Bbinana u3 pyk ero. [NoMMHYTHO cu-
AN B ero rnasax obpas XeHLUMHbl, BCTpeYa C KOTOPOO
B3BOJSTHOBAra 1 NOTpsicna BCe ero CyLeCcTBOBaHME, KOTO-
PbI HANOJSTHAN €ro cepaue Takum HeyaepXumMblM, cyao-
POXXHbIM BOCTOPrOM, — CTOSIbKO CHACTbs MPUXIbIHYMNO pa-
30M B CKYHYO XXW3Hb €ro, YTO MbICIN €ro TEMHENN N ayX
3amupan B Tocke u cmateHun. OH B35 CBOW NacnopT U
NMOHEC K XO3AWHY B HageXae B3rnaHyTb Ha Hee. Ho My-
PUH eaBa NpMOTBOPUN ABEpPb, B3N Y Hero Bymary, cka-
3an emy: «XOpOLLO, XXUBWU C MUPOM», — N CHOBA 3anepcs B
CcBOen KOMHaTe. Kakoe-To HenpuaTHoe YyBCTBO OBnaje-
no OpablHOBbIM. Hen3BeCcTHO novyemy, emy cTano Tsxe-
no rnageTb Ha 3Toro crapuka. B ero Barnsge 6bino yto-
TO npe3puTtenbHoe n 3nobHoe. Ho HenpusaTHOE Bnevar-
neHne CKopo paccesinocb. YXX TpeTun aeHb, kak Opabl-
HOB >XWI1 B KAKOM-TO BUXPE B CPABHEHUM C MPEXHUM 3a-
TULBEM €0 XU3HWU; HO paccyXaaTb OH HE Mor 1 Jaxe 6o-
anca. Bce cOunock n nepemeluanoch B ero CyLecTBoBa-



HWW; OH FMyX0 YyBCTBOBAJI, YTO BCS €ro XWU3Hb Kak byaTo
nepenomMsieHa nonosiam; ogHO CTPEMIIEHME, OOHO OXMU-
AaHne oBnagero nm, u apyrasa MbiCrib €ro He cmyliana.

B HegoyMeHuM BOPOTUIICA OH B CBOKO KOMHATY. Tam, y
Meykn, B KOTOPOW CTPSINanoch KylwaHbe, xnonotana ma-
neHbKas cropbneHHas cTapyluka, Takas rpssHasl u B Ta-
KOM OTBpaTuUTeNnbHOM oTpebbe, YTO Karnko 6bI1o CMOoT-
peTb Ha Hee. OHa, Kasanocb, bbinia o4eHb 3na 1 No Bpe-
MEHaM 4YTO-TO Bop4ana, wamkas rybamm cebe nog Hoc.
9710 BbIna xo3saunckasa pabotHuua. OpabiHOB nonpobosan
ObIN1I0 3aroBOpUTL C HEKD, HO OHa NMpomoryana, odeBua-
HO co 3na. HakoHel HacTan 4Yac obefa; crapyxa BblHyna
13 NeYn LWy, NMporn n roBaanHy U NoHecna K Xo3sieBam.
Toro e nogana n OpabiHoBy. Nocne obena B kBapTUpe
HacTana mepTBas TULLMHA.

OpAablHOB B35 B PYKM KHUTY 1 ONTO nepesopayvvBan
NNCTBI, CTapasiCb OOMCKATbCSA CMbICIia B TOM, YTO YMTan
y>K€ HECKOIbKO pa3. B HeTepneHun oH oTOPOCUIT KHUTY U
onATb nonpobosan 6bino NpubupaTe CBOU MNOXUTKU; Ha-
KOHeL, B3sn oypakky, Hagen WWHEeNb 1 Bbilen Ha ynuuy.
Nas Haygady, He BUAsa 4oporu, OH BCe cTaparics, no Bo3-
MOXHOCTW, COCPeAOTOMUTLCA AYXOM, CBECTM CBOWU pas-
OUTble MbICIIM U XOTb HEMHOMO paccyauTb O CBOEM MO-
noxeHun. Ho ycunune TonbKo noBeprano ero B ctpaga-
Hue, B NbITKy. O3HOO 1 xap oBnagesanu UM nonepemMmeH-
HO, 1 N0 BpeMeHaM cepLe HauyMHano BApyr cTyyaTtb Tak,



4YTO NPUXOOMNOCH NPUCIOHUTBLCA K CTeHe. «HeT, ny4ywe
CMepPTb, — AyMarn OH, — fnyyLle CMepTb», — LWenTan OH BOC-
naneHHbIMW, ApoXalmmMmm rydammn, mano gymas o Towm,
41O roBopuT. OH XO0OQMN OYEeHb AOMro; HaKoHeLl, NodvyB-
CTBOBaB, YTO MPOMOK OO0 KOCTEW, U 3aMETMB B NEPBbIN
pas, YTo AOXAb UAET NIMBHEM, BOPOTUICA oMo, Heno-
Aaneky oT goma OH yBuAen cBoero ABOpHUKa. Emy noka-
3anocCb, YTO TaTapuH HECKOSbKO BPEMEHM NPUCTarNbHO U
C NtoboNbLITCTBOM CMOTPEN Ha HEro U NOTOM MOLLIEN CBO-
€10 JopPOoroto, Koraa 3amMeTun, 4YTo ero yemaanw.

— 3apaBcTByn, — ckadan OpabliHOB, HarHaB ero. — Kak
Tebs 30BYT?

— [1BOpPHWK 30BYT, — OTBEYan TOT, ckans 3yObl.

— Tbl 4aBHO 30eCb OBOPHUKOM?

— [aBHo.

— XO035IMH MO MeLLaHNH?

— MellaHuH, Konu ckasbiBarn.

— Y10 X OH genaet?

— bonbHa; xuBet, bora monuT, — BOT.

— OT10 XeHa ero?

— Kakas xxeHa?

— Y710 C HUM XmnBeT?

— XKe-Ha, konu ckasbiBan. Npowan, 6GapuH.

TatapuH TPOHYN Warnky 1 BOLIEN B KOHYPY CBOIO.

OpabiHoB BoLlern B cBOK kBapTupy. Ctapyxa, wamkas
N YTO-TO BOpYa nNpo cebs, oTBOpUia eMy ABEPb, ONATb



3anepna ee Ha LeKkonay v noneana Ha nevb, Ha KOTOpou
AoXuBana cBou Bek. Yxe cmepkanocb. OpablHOB noLuen
Aoctatb OrHSA M yBMAEsn, YTO ABepb K X03sieBaM 3anep-
Ta Ha 3amMok. OH KNWKHYN cTapyxy, KoTopasi, NpUNo4HsB-
LUNCb Ha NTOKOTb, 30PKO CMOTpPENna Ha Hero C NeyYku, Kasa-
nocb, pa3aymMbiBast, 4TO Bbl eMY HY>KHO BbIf0 Y XO35IMCKO-
ro 3amka; oHa mosnda cbpocuna emy nadky cnuyek. OH
BOPOTWSICS B KOMHATY U1 NPUHASCH ONATb, B COTbIN pas, 3a
CBOM BeLWM 1 KHUMN. Ho many-nomany, HegoymeBasi, YTo C
HUM JenaeTcd, Npucen Ha naeky, 1 eMy Nokasanochb, YTO
OH 3acHyn. [lo BpemeHam npuxoaun oH B cedsi n goraabl-
Bascsi, YTO COH ero Obln He COH, a Kakoe-TO MyYuTenb-
Hoe, 6onesHeHHoe 3abbiTbe. OH cnbllwan, Kak CTyKHyna
ABEpPb, Kak 0OTBOpUNachb OHa, 1 goragarcs, 4To 370 BOPO-
TUNUCb XO351€Ba OT BEYEPHU. TyT eMy MpULLNO B ronosy,
YTO HY>XHO ObINIO0 NONTU K HUM 3a4em-To. OH npuBcTan, u
nokasanocb emMy, YTO OH YXXe MAET K HAM, HO OCTYMNUIICA U
ynar Ha Kyyy ApoB, 6poLleHHbIX CTapyXxok cpean KoMHa-
Tbl. TYT OH cOoBepLUEHHO 3abblIfnca 1, packpbIB rnasa no-
cne 4Onroro-gosnroro BpeMeHu, ¢ yansneHnem sameTun,
YTO NEXUT Ha TOW Xe NaBke, Tak, Kak Obin, oaeTbin, U
YTO HaQ HUM C HEXXHOK 3a00TNIMBOCTbLIO CKITOHAOCH NU-
L0 >KEHLLUMHbI, AMBHO NpeKpacHoe u Kak byato Bce oMo-
YEeHHOE TUXUMMU, MaTepUHckMMKn crnesamu. OH cnbiwan,
KaK MonoXunm emy nog ronosy NogyLLKy U O4enn Y4eM-To
TeNnbIM N KaK Ybs-TO HEXHAs pyKa fierna Ha ropsymnin nod



ero. OH xoTen nobnarogapuTb, OH XOTESN B3ATb 3TY PYKY,
nogHeCTU K 3anekwmmcs rydbam cBoOMM, OMOYNTL €€ che-
3aMu 1 LenoBartb, LienoBarb Lenyt BeYHOCTb. EMy xoTe-
NOCb YTO-TO MHOIO CKa3aTb, HO YTO TakOe — OH caM He
3Han TOro; eMy 3axoTenocb YyMepeTb B 9Ty MUHYTY. Ho
PYKM ero 6b1siM Kak CBUHLIOBbIE M HE ABUranucb; OH Kak
OyaTo oHemen U cribilwan TONbKO, Kak pasneTtaeTcs KpOBb
ero rno BceM Xunam, Kak 0yaro npunogbiMasi ero Ha no-
ctenun. KTo-To gan emy Bogbl... HakoHey, oH Bnan B 6ec-
namsTCTBO.

OH npocHyncs noyTpy 4YacoB B BoceMb. CorHue cbina-
10 30510TbIM CHOMOM J1y4M CBOM CKBO3b 3€SeHbIe, 3ansec-
HeBemnble OKHA €ro KOMHaTbl; Kakoe-TO OTpagHoe OLLly-
LLEeHne HeXuno Bce YneHbl 6onbHoro. OH BbIn CNOKoeH
N TNX, 6ECKOHEeYHO cyacTnme. EMy Kasanocb, 4YTO KTO-TO
6bIn cenvac y ero nsronobs. OH NpPocHyrcd, 3aboTnu-
BO ML BOKPYr cebsi 3T0 HEBMAMMOE CyLLECTBO; EMY TaK
XOTenocb 06HATL CBOEro Apyra u ckasaTb NepBbii pa3 B
XN3HN: «3apascTByr, 4obpbIN AeHb Tebe, MO MUMbIAY.

— Kak e Tbl gonro cnuilb! — ckasan HeXXHbIN KEHCKUMN
ronoc. OpablHOB OrASIHYNCS, N K HEMY CKITOHUNOCH C Npu-
BETMNBOIO M CBETIO, KaK COMHuUe, yrblbKow nmuo Kpa-
CaBULIbl XO35ANKKN €ro.

— Kak Tbl gonro 6b1n1 6oneH, — rosopuna oHa, — NosHo,
BCTaBau; YTO HeBonNuLb cebs? Bontowka xneba cnaule,
ConHua Kpawe. BctaBan, ronybb Moi, BCTaBaW.



OpAabIHOB CxBaTWi M Kpenko cxarn ee pyky. Emy kasa-
NOCb, YTO OH BCE €LLe BUOUT COH.

— MNopoxgn, a Tebe 4ato rotoBuna; xovellb 4Yar? 3a-
xoTu; Tebe nydywe 6ygert. A cama xBoparna v 3Hato.

— [a, nan mHe nuTb, — ckasdan OpabliHOB cnabbiM ro-
nocom u ctan Ha Horn. OH eLle 6bin oveHb cnab. O3HO6
npobexan no cnuHe ero, Bce 4YneHbl ero bonenu n kak
6yarto 6binn pas3butel. Ho Ha cepaue ero 66110 ACHO, U
Ny4n ConHLa, Kasanocb, CoOrpeBarnm ero Kakow-To TopXe-
CTBEHHOI0, CBETNO pagocTblo. OH YyBCTBOBAs, YTO HO-
Bas, CUNbHas, HeBMAMMas Xn3Hb Ha4anacb ans Hero. lo-
noBa €ero crierka 3akpy»xunacso.

— Beab Teb5 30BYyT Bacunbem? — cnpocuna oHa. — A
Wb OocrblWwanack, Unb, caaeTcs, Tebs Xo3auH Tak BYepa
Ha3Barn.

— [a, Bacunun. A Tebs kak 30ByT? — ckasan OpabIHOB,
npubnmxascb K Hen 1 eaBa yctosiB Ha Horax. OH nokay-
Hyncs. OHa cxBaTuna ero 3a pyku n sacmesnach.

— MeHs1 KatepuHou, — ckasana oHa, CMOTpSl eMy B Ma-
3a cBouMM BonbLIMMU ACHBIMM ronybbiMn rnazammn. Oba
Aepxanu gpyr gpyra 3a pyku.

— Tbl MHE X04eLLb YTO-TO CKa3aTb? — MPOroBopuia oHa,
HaKoHeL.

— He 3Hato, — otBeyan OpabIHOB — Y HEr0 NOMYTUNOCH
3peHue.

— Buanwsb kakon. lNMonHo, ronydb MOW, NOMHO; He ro-



PO, He TYyXW; caguCb ctoda K COrnHUy 3a CTosf; cuam
CMUPHO, a 3a MHOM He xoau, — npubasuna oHa, BUAS, YTO
MOI100M YenoBeK caenan ABMXeHue, Kak OyaTo yaepxu-
Basl ee, — 4 cenvac cama k Tebe byay; ycneewsb Ha me-
HA HarnsaeTbcs. —Yepes MMHYTY OHa NpuHecna 4ato, no-
cTaBuma Ha CTos 1 cena HanpoTuB ero.

— Ha, Hanencs, — ckasana oHa. — Yto, 6onuT TBOS ro-
nosa?

— Her, Tenepb He 6onuT, — cka3an oH. — He 3Hato, mo-
XeT OblTb, N 6ONUT... 1 HE XO4Y... NOMHO, NONHO!.. A 1 He
3Hato, YTO CO MHO0, — FOBOPUIT OH, 3abIXasiCb N OTbICKaB,
HaKoHeLl, ee pyKy, — byab 34eCb, HE YXOAM OT MeHs; AaMn,
Aan MHe OnNdATb TBOK PYKY... Y MEHs B rnasax TEMHEET;
1 Ha TebA KaK Ha ConHuUe CMOTPIO, — cKasar OH, Kak 6yaTo
OoTpbIBasi OT cepfua cnosa CBOW, 3amupasi OT BOCTOpra,
Korga nx rosopus. PelgaHna cgaenveany emy ropro.

— begHbin kakon! 3HaTb, HE XWUN Tbl C YENOBEKOM XO-
powmnm. Tbl OOMH-OOMHELLEHEK; HET ¥ Tebsa poanyen?

— HeT HuKOro; 1 oauH... Hu4ero, nyctb! Tenepb nyuy-
Le... Xopowo MHe Tenepb! — rosopun OpabiHOB, 6yATo B
6peny. KomHaTta kak 6yaTto xogmna Kpyrom Hero.

— 4 cama MHoro net nogen He Bugana. Tel Tak Mms-
AWWb HA MEHS... — NPOroBopusa oHa rnocsie MUHYTHOrO
MOnYaHus1.

— Hy... yto %e?

— Kak 6yaro rpetot 1ebs moun oumn! 3Haelb, korga nio-



Ouwb koro... A Tebsa ¢ nepBbIX CNOB B cepaue Moe npu-
Hana. 3aboneelb, onaTb Byay XoAnTb 3a TOOON. TONbKO
Tbl He 6onen, HeT. BcTaHewb, Byaem xuTb, Kak 6pat u
cectpa. Xovyewb? Beab cecTpy TpyoHO HaXuTb, Kak bor
poavB He gan.

— K710 THI? OTKYga Tbl? — nporosopun OpablHOB cna-
ObIM ronocom.

— 4 He 3gewHsad... yto Tebe! 3Haelwb, Nogn paccka-
3bIBatOT, KaK XXWnn aseHaguatb 6paTtbeB B TEMHOM flecy
N KaK 3abnygunack B TOM fiecy KpacHas gesuua. 3awuna
OHa K HUM 1 Npubpana um Bce B AoMe, NMob0oBb CBOKO Ha
BceM nonoxwuna. Mpuwnu 6patbs u ono3Hanu, 4To cecT-
puua y HUX aeHb nporoctuna. Ctanu ee BblkNnKaTb, OHa K
HUM Bbllna. Hapeknu ee Bce ceCcTpou, Aanu en BOntoLL-
Ky, 1 BCeM OHa bOblfia poBHS. 3Haellb NN cKasky?

— 3Hato, — npowenTtan OpabIiHOB.

— XXuTb xopouwuo; nobo nb Tebe Ha CBETE XUTb?

— [a, aa; BeK XnTb, JOMIO XUTb, — oTBevan OpabIHOB.

— He 3Hato, — ckasana 3agymumBo KaTtepuHa, — 9 6bl 1
CMEepPTM XoTena. XopoLlo XN3Hb NlobUTb 1 A06pbIX Ntogen
nobutb, aa... CMmoTtpu, Tbl ONATb, Kak Myka, nobenen!

— [1a, ronosa Kpyrom xoauT...

— [MocTon, s Tebe MoK NocTesb NPUHECY U NOAYLLKY —
APYryto; 30ecb 1 noctento. 3acHelwb, 000 MHE NPUCHUT-
cs1; Heayr otonaeT. Hawa ctapyxa Toxe 6osnbHa. ..

OHa elle roBopuna, Kak yxe Hayana rotoBuTb Mo-



cTernb, N0 BpeMEHaM C yrblbKon CMOTps Yepes Nneyvo Ha
OpAablHoBa.

— Ckonbko y Teba kHur! — ckasana oHa, caBurasi CyH-
AYK.

OHa nogowna K Hemy, cxBaTuna ero npaBou PYKOW,
nogBeesna K nocTenu, yrnoxuna n ogena ogesiniom.

— ['oBOPAT, KHUMM YenoBeKka NOPTAT, — roBOpUIia OHa,
3ayM4MBO NoKaymeas ronoBoo. — Tl N0OULLb B KHUrax
yuTaTtb?

—[a, — otBevan OpAbIHOB, HE 3Has!, CMIUT OH USTN HET, U
Kpende cxumasa pyky KatepuHsbl, 4Tob yBepuTb cebs, 4To
He cnuT.

— Y X0351MHa MOero MHOro KHUr;, BUAULb Kakme! OH ro-
BOPUT, 4YTO BoxXeCcTBEHHbIe. OH MHe BCe YnTaeT n3 Hux. A
notom Tebe Nokaxy; Tbl MHE pacCKaXeLlb Nnocre, 4YTo OH
MHE B HUX BCe YnTaeT?

— Pacckaxy, — npowentan OpgblHOB, HEOTCTYMHO
CMOTPS Ha Hee.

— Tbl NOBULWBL MONNTBLCA? — CAPOCUIIa OHa nocne Mu-
HYTHOro Mon4aHus. — 3Haelwb 4To? A BCe 6otoch, Bce 60-
HOCb. ..

OHa He goroBopuna, Kasanocb pasmbILLIISAS O YEM-TO.
OpAablHOB NoaHec, HaKoHel, ee pyKy K rybam cBoum.

— Y70 ThI MOIO PYKY Lenyelwb? (M wekn ee cnerka 3a-
anenu.) Ha, uenyn ee, — npogoskana oHa, CMesiCb 1 Mo-
AaBasi eMy obe pyku; NoTom BbicBOGOAMMNA OOHY U Npu-



noxwuna ee K ropsdemy nby ero, NOTOM cTana pacrnpas-
nAaTh U NpurnaxueaTk ero Bonocbl. OHa kpacHena 6onee
n 6onee, HaKoHeL Npucera Ha nosy y NocTenu ero u nNpu-
noXuna CBOIO LLEKY K ero LLeKe; Tennoe, BrnaxHoe abixa-
HWe ee wenecTuno no ero nvuy... Bapyr OpabiHOB no-
4YyBCTBOBAs, YTO ropsiune cnesbl rpagom Nonunmnce 3 ee
rnas u naganu, Kak pactonfneHHbI CBUHEL,, Ha ero LLEKM.
OH cnaben 6onee n 6ornee; OH yXe He MOr ABUHYTb pY-
Koto. B 310 Bpemsa pasgancsa CTyk B ABEPb U 3arpemena
3agswxka. OpablHOB elle MOr CrbllaTth, Kak CTapuK, ero
X0361H, Bowen 3a neperopoaky. OH crbiwan noTom, 4YTo
KaTtepuHa npuecTana, He cnewa n He CMYyLLasaCh, B3Ana
CBOM KHWUTK, CriblLLarn, Kak OHa NnepekpecTmna ero, yxXoas;
OH 3aKpbln rnasa. Bapyr ropsuun, gonrmi nouenym 3a-
ropencsa Ha BocnasneHHblx rybax ero, kak 6yaTro HOXOM
ero ygapunm B cepgue. OH cnabo BCKPUKHYN 1 NULINIICA
YyBCTB...

[MoTomM Havyanacbh AN Hero Kakag-To CTPaHHasA XXMU3Hb.

[Mopon, B MUHYTY HESICHOIO CO3HaHMWs, MeNbKano B yme
€ro, YTO OH OCY>XAEH XWUTb B KAKOM-TO ANIMHHOM, HECKOH-
YaeMOM CHe, MOfHOM CTpPaHHbIX, BGecnnogHbIX TPEBOT,
bopbbbl M cTpagaHuin. B yxace oH cTaparncsa Bocctatb
NPOTUB POKOBOro dartannama, ero rHetywiero, 1 B Mu-
HYTY HanpsXXeHHOW, caMon oT4asiHHOW 6opbObI Kakasa-To
HeBegoOMasi cuna onsATb nopakana ero, U OH Ccrbiwarn,
YyBCTBOBall SICHO, KaKk OH CHOBa TepsieT namsTb, Kak



BHOBb Hernpoxoaumasi, 6e3goHHas TeMeHb pa3Bep3aeT-
cs nepen HUM 1 OH BpocaeTcs B Hee C BOMNJIEM TOCKU U
oT4yasHus. [Mopon mernbKanM MrHOBEHUSA HEBBIHOCUMOTO,
YHUYTOXAIOLLLErO CHACTbSA, KOrfa XM3HEHHOCTb Cy40POX-
HO yCUNuBaeTCs BO BCEM COCTaBe YeoBe4YEeCKOM, SICHe-
eT npollealee, 3By4UT TOPXKECTBOM, BECESTbEM HACTOSA-
LLIMIA CBETNLIN MUT U CHATCA HasiBy HEBEOOMOE rpaayLuee;
Kora HeBblpasMmas Hagexaa nagaeT XUBUTENbHOW Po-
COW Ha OyLly; Korga Xoyellb BCKPUKHYTb OT BOCTOpPra; KO-
rga vYyBCTBYellb, YTO HEMOLLHA NMOTb Npes Takum rHe-
TOM BrneYyaTfieHUI, YTO pa3pbiBaeTCHa BCA HUTb ObITUSA, U
Korga BMecTe C TeM nosgpasnsiellb BCH XU3Hb CBOKO C
obHOBNEeHMeMm n BockpeceHnem. Nopon oH onaTb Bnaaarn
B YCbINsieHue, 1 Torga Bce, YTO CIy4YnUnocb C HAM B MO-
cnegHue OHW, CHOBa MOBTOPSASIOCb U CMYTHbBIM, MATEX-
HbIM POeM MPOXOANSIO B YME €ro; HO BUaeHue npencras-
nAnocb eMy B CTPaHHOM, 3arajoyYHOM BUAE.

Mopow 6onbHOM 3abbiBars, YTO C HAM ObINO, N YOUBIIAN-
CH, YTO OH He Ha CTapou KBapTupe, He y CTapon X034u-
kn ceoen. OH HegoymeBan, OTYero ctapyLlka He nogxo-
auna, Kak 6eiBano Bcerga B NO34HUA CyMEPEYHbIN Yac, K
noTyxasLlen neyke, obnmeasLLEN NO BpeMeHaM cnadbiMm,
MepLalLWmnM 3apeBOM BECb TEMHbIN Yrosi KOMHaThl, U B
OXMAAHWN, KaK NOracHEeT OroHb, He rpena, No NpuBbIYKE,
CBOMX KOCTNABbLIX, APOXALLMX PYK HA 3aMUpaBLLEM OrHe,
Bcerga 6onTasa v wen4va npo cebs n nspenka B Hegoyme-



HUW NOrMsAbIBaa Ha HEro, YyAHOro XunbLa CBOEro, KoTo-
poro cyMTana NnoMeLLaHHbIM OT JOSoro CUAEHUS 3a KHK-
ramu. [lpyron pas oH BCNoMUHar, 4YTo rnepeexan Ha gpy-
ryl0 KBApTUPY; HO Kak 3TO cAaenanocb, YTo C HUM 6bino
N 3a4eM NpPULLNOCL NepeexaTtb, OH He 3Han TOoro, XoTH
3amupan Becb Oyx ero B 6ecnpepbiBHOM, HEYAEPXUMOM
cTpemneHnun... Ho kyga, 4to 3Basio 1 MyyYuno ero n KTo
BGpocun 3TOT HEBBIHOCUMMbIW NTaMeHb, OYLUMBLUWIA, NOXN-
paBLUMA BCKO KPOBb €r0? — OH ONATb HE 3Han U He NoMm-
HUN. YacTo XXagHO NOBUI OH PyKaMu Kakyto-TO TeHb, Ya-
CTO CbllIANMCb eMy LLIEeNecT 6rnmn3Kunx, NEerkmx waroB OKo-
no nocTenn ero U cnagkum, Kak My3ablka, WenoT YbUX-To
NacKoBbIX, HEXHbIX PeYEN; Ybe-TO BaXXHOE, NOPbIBUCTOE
AblXaHne CKOoSb3uno no nuuy ero, 1 noboBblo NoTpsica-
NOCb BCE €ro CyLLeCTBO; YbM-TO roprodmne cresbl Xrnm ero
BOCMareHHble WekKu, U BAPYr Yen-To nouesnyn, Jonrmn,
HEXHbIN, BNMBarcsA B ero rybbl; Torga *m3Hb €ro U3HbiBa-
na B HeyracMmMom Myke; Kasanocb, Bce ObiTne, BeCb M1p
OCTaHaBnuBarsncd, ymuparn Ha Lerble Beka Kpyrom Hero, un
aonras, TbICAYeneTHAS HOYb NPOCTUpanach Hag BCEM...

To kak ByaTo HacTynanm onst Hero onsATb ero HEXHbIE,
be3mATexXHO npolleawne rogbl NepBoro AeTcTea, C UX
CBETIO PafoOCTUI, C HEYraCMMbIM CHACTUEM, C NEPBLIM
CNafoCTHbIM YOUBIIEHNEM K XXW3HU, C POSIMU CBETIbIX AY-
XOB, BbITIETABLUMNX U3-NOA KAXXA0ro LBETKa, KOTOPbIN CPbl-
Basl OH, UrpaBLUNX C HAM Ha TY4YHOM 3€erieHOM Iyry nepes



MarneHbKMM JOMWUKOM, OKPY>XEHHbIM akaunamu, ynoibas-
LUNXCA eMy U3 XpyCTanbHOro Heo603pruMoro osepa, Bo3-
ne KOTOPOro NPOCWXKKMBAI OH MO UenbiM Yacam, Npucny-
LUMBasACb, Kak ObeTcsa BOMIHA O BOJSHY, U LUENecTeBLUMX
KPYrom Hero KpbifibsiMn, NMo6OBHO yCbiNas CBETbIMU, pa-
AYXXHbIMW CHOBUAEHUSIMU ManeHbKYl €ro Konblbenbky,
Korga ero MaTtb, CKITOHASACh Haf HEto, KpecTuna, Luenoea-
na v 6arokana ero TMxor KonblbenbHOK NECEHKON B 4OI-
rme, 6e3amaTexXHbIe HOYM. HO TyT BAPYr CTano sBMsTbLCS
OLHO CYLLECTBO, KOTOpPOE CMYLLAsno ero Kakum-To HeaeT-
CKMM y>XacoM, KOTOpOe BNMBano nepsbii MeaneHHbIn a4
ropsi U cnes B €ro >M3Hb; OH CMYTHO YyBCTBOBas, Kak
HEBEOOMbIN CTapUK OEPXKNUT BO BrliaCcTN CBOEWN BCE €ro rpsi-
aywme rogbl, U, Tpenetla, He Mor OH OTBECTM OT HEro rnas
cBOMX. 3ron cTapuk 3a HUM criegoBan Bctoady. OH BbIrns-
AblBan n 0bmMaH4YMBO KMBan emMy rofloBOK M3-Mof Kaxao-
ro Kycta B powe, CMesfnica 1 gpasHun ero, BonsoLancs
B KaXkayto Kykny pebeHka, rpumacHmyas n xoxoda B py-
Kax ero, Kak 31101, CKBepHbIA THOM; OH nogduBan Ha Hero
Ka)Kaoro m3 ero 6ecyenoBeYHbIX LLUKOMbHbIX TOBapULLEN
Unu, cagacb C MarntoTKamMu Ha LUKOSIbHYK CKaMblo, rpu-
MacHW4asi, BbIrnsaabiBan n3-nog Kakaow 0ykebl €ro rpam-
mMaTuku. NoTtom, BO BpeEMS CHa, 3Mon CTapuk caguncs y
ero nsronosbs... OH OTOrHan pou CBETbIX AyXOB, Liene-
CTMBLUMX CBOUMM 30510TbIMU U CanUPHbIMU KPbINbSMU
Kpyrom ero Konblbenu, oTBen oT Hero Haecerga ero 6en-



HYI0 MaTb M CTan No uenbiM HoYaM HalwenTbiBaTb eMy
ASIMHHYI0, OAVUBHYIO CKa3Ky, HEBHATHYIO ANA cepaua anta-
TN, HO Tep3aBLUYH0, BOSTHOBABLUYIO €ro y>acom 1 HeaeT-
CKOI CTpacTblO.

Ho 3nown ctapuk He cnywan ero pblgaHui u npocsbo
N BCe Mnpogosmkasn eMy roBoputb, NOKaMecT OH He Bna-
aan B oueneHeHue, B 6ecnamaTtcTtBo. [MoTtom mantoTka
npocbinanca BApyr YenoBekoM; HEBUOMMO N HECTIbILLIHO
NpPoHecnUcb Hag HUM uenble rogbl. OH BApYr co3HaBan
CBO€ HacCTosILLiee NOonoXeHue, BopYr ctasn NoOHUMaTh, YTO
OH OAMHOK M Yy>Xa BCEMY MUPY, OANH B YY>XXOM Yriy, Mex
TaWHCTBEHHbIX, NO4O3PUTENbHbIX JI0AEN, MEXAY Bparos,
KOTOpbl€ BCE COBMpPaloTCA U LLIENYYTCA NO yrnam ero TeM-
HOM KOMHaTbl U KMBAKOT CTapyxe, CUAEBLUEN Yy OrHA Ha
KOpToYKax, HarpeBaBLLUEN CBOW ApsXible, CTapble PyKu
N ykasbiBaBLlen UM Ha Hero. OH BnNagan B CMATEHWE, B
TPEBOry; eMy BCe XOTENOCb Y3HaTb, KTO TaKOBbl 3TU It0-
AW, 3a4eM OHU 3[ecCb, 3a4eM OH caM B 3TOW KOMHate, U
aoragbiBancs, 4To 3abpen B Kakon-TO TEMHbIN, 3noaen-
CKMI NPUTOH, Byay4n yBneyeH 4em-To MOry4ymm, Ho HeBe-
AOMbIM, HE pacCMOTPEB MpeXae, KTO U KaKoBbl XXUIbLibl
N KTO MMEHHO ero xo3seBa. Ero HaymHano myuntb nogo-
3peHune, — n BApYr cpeam HOYHOM TEMHOTLI ONATb Ha4va-
nacb wenoTnvBas, 4fIMHHaA ckaska, U Hayana ee Tuxo,
YyTb BHATHO, NPO cebs, Kakaa-To cTapyxa, nevanbHo Ka-
Yyas nepen noTyxaBLUMM OrHem cBoen 6enon, ceqom ro-



nosoun. Ho — 1 onATb yXXac Hanagarn Ha Hero: ckaska BO-
nnowanacs nepeq HAM B nuua un dopmbl. OH BUAEN, Kak
BCE, HA4YNHas C AETCKUX, HEACHLIX FPe3 ero, BCe MbICIN K
MEYTbl €ro, BCe, YTO OH BbIKUIT XXU3HUIO, BCE, YTO BblYK-
Tan B KHUrax, Bce, 06 4yem yxe 1 3abbin gaBHO, BCe oay-
LLEBNANOCHL, BCE CKMaablBanoch, BONMnoLwanoch, BctaBa-
no nepen HUM B KoroccarnbHbIX hopmax n obpasax, xo-
ANII0, POMOCH KPYrOM HEro; BUAEN, Kak pacKuablBanmnchb
nepen HMM BornwebHbIE, POCKOLUHbIE Cadbl, Kak cnara-
NUCb W paspyllanucb B rnasax ero uenble ropoaa, Kak
uenble knagbuula Bbicbinanu eMmy CBOMX MEPTBELOB, KO-
TOpbl€ HAa4YMHaNM XX1UTb CbI3HOBA, Kak NPUXoaunn, poXxaa-
NCb 1 OTXXUBanu B rnasax ero uernbie niemeHa n Hapo-
Abl, KaK Bonsiowlanacb, HakoOHel, Tenepb, BOKpYr bones-
HEeHHOro oapa €ero, Kaxxgas MbICIb ero, Kaxxgas 6ecnnot-
Has rpesa, Bonnouianacbh nNoYT B MUM 3apOXXAEeHUS; Kak,
HaKOHeLl, OH MbICIUN He 6EeCNNOTHLIMU UAESAMMU, a LienbI-
MU MUPaMK, LEeNbIMU CO34aHUAMMN, Kak OH HOCUACS, no-
AO0BHO MNbINNMHKE, BO BCEM 3TOM 6ECKOHEYHOM, CTPaHHOM,
HEBbLIXOANMOM MUPE M KaK BCA 3Ta XN3Hb, CBOEK MATEX-
HOIO HE3aBMCUMOCTbIO, AABUT, THETET €ro 1 npecnenyet
ero Be4Hon, 6eCKOHEYHON MPOHNEN; OH Chbllarn, Kak OH
yMUpPAaET, pa3pyLLaeTcs B Mbiflb 1 Npax, 6e3 BocKkpeceHus,
Ha BEKW BEKOB; OH XOTen 6exarb, HO He BbINo yrna Bo
BCEeN BCeneHHom, 4Tob yKpbITb ero. HakoHeu, B npunagke
OTYasiHUS, OH HaNpPAr CBOW CUSbl, BCKPUKHYI U NPOCHYII-



cA...

OH npocHyrnca, BeCb 0OMUTBIN XONOAHBbIM, NeasHbIM
notom. Kpyrom Hero ctosifia MepTeas TULLIMHA; Bbina rny-
6okasi Houb. Ho BCe eMy Ka3anocb, YTO rae-To Npogoka-
eTCH ero AnBHag ckaska, YTo YenN-TO XpUNSbIi ronoc geun-
CTBUTENbHO 3aBOAUT JOMMNIA paccKkas 0 YeM-TO Kak bya-
TO eMy 3HakoMoM. OH cribllwan, YTo roBoOpsAT NPO TEMHbIE
neca, Npo Kakumx-To NiMXux pa3boMHNKOB, NPO KaKOro-To
yaanoro monogua, 4yTb-4yTb He Npo camoro CTeHbky Pa-
31Ha, NPo BecernblX NbsHUL, Bypnakos, PO O4HY KpacHYH
aesuuy v npo Bonry-matywky. He ckaska nu a10? Hasisy
NN OH cnblwKT ee? Llenbin Yac nponexan oH, OTKPbIB rna-
3a, He WeBens HYU OAHUM YIIEHOM, B MYYUTENbHOM OLie-
neHeHnn. HakoHeL OH NpUBCTan OCTOPOXHO N C BECENU-
eM OLLyTunN B cebe cuny, He UCTOLLMBLLYOCS B NOTON 60-
nesnun. bpea npowen, Ha4YMHanacb AENCTBUTENbHOCTb.
OH 3ameTun, 4TO eule Obin OAeT Tak, kKak Obi BO BpeMs
pasroBopa ¢ KatepuHon, n 4To, criegoBaTternbHO, HEMHO-
ro BPEMEHM MPOLUSO C TOro yTpa, Kak OHa ywria oT Hero.
OroHb pelwunmMmocTn npobexan no ero xunam. MawunHanb-
HO OTbICKasn OH pykamu 60nbLLon rBo3ab, BOUTLIN Ans ve-
ro-TO B BEPXY Neperopoku, Bo3re KOTopon noctnanm no-
CTenb ero, CXBaTurcs 3a Hero 1, NOBUCHYB HaA HEM BCEM
Ternom, Koe-kak gobpancs oo LWenu, N3 KOTOpon BbIXOANTT
e[lBa 3aMeTHbIN CBET B ero KomHaty. OH NpunoXxun rnas K
OTBEPCTUIO N CcTan rMmageTb, eaBa nepeBoad AyX oT BOs-



HEeHUS.

B yrny xo3siickon KaMopku cTosna nocTtenb, nepeq
NoCTENb CTOS, NOKPLITLIM KOBPOM, 3aBaneHHbI KHUra-
MUK 60NbLLOK CTapUHHON OOPMbI, B epenseTax, HanoMm-
HaBLUMX CBSILLEHHblEe KHUMN. B yrny ctosn obpas, Takon
Xe CTapuHHbIW, KaKk 1 B ero KoMHate; nepeg obpasom ro-
pena namnaga. Ha noctenu nexan ctapvk MypuH, 6onb-
HOW, N3MOXOEHHbIN CTpagaHmem n bnegHbIn, Kak NonoT-
HO, 3aKpbITbii MEXOBbIM ogesinoM. Ha koneHsix ero 6Gbi-
na packpbiTas KHUra. Ha ckambe BO3fne nocrenu nexa-
na KatepuHa, oxBaTuB PYKOO rpyab CTapuka u CKITOHUB-
LUNCb K HEMY Ha nneyo ronosoto. OHa cMoTperna Ha Hero
BHUMATENbHbIMU, OETCKU-YOAUBNEHHBIMU MNa3aMn 1, Ka-
3anocb, C HEUCTOWMMbIM NOBONLITCTBOM, 3aMupasi oT
oXngaHus, cnylana To, 4YTo en pacckasbisan MypuH. o
BpeMeHaM rofioc pacckas4vvka BO3BblILAsCs, ofqyLUeBne-
HWe oTpakanocb Ha 6reaHoOM nuue ero; OH XMypun 6po-
BW, IMasa ero HaynHanu ceepkaTtb, U KaTepuHa, Kasa-
nocb, brieagHena ot cTpaxa u BorIHEHUS!. Toraa YTo-To no-
X0Xee Ha ynblbKy ABNAnock Ha nuue ctapuka, n Katepu-
Ha HadnHana Tuxo cmesTbes. [lopon cnesbl 3aropanucb
B rnasax ee; Torga CTapuK HEeXHO rragun ee no ronose,
Kak pebeHka, n oHa ewe Kpenye obHMMana ero CBOEI
OBOHa)XXeHHO0, CBEPKAaOLLED, KaK CHErR, PyKOK 1 eLe mto-
GoBHee npunagana K rpyau ero.

Mo BpemeHam OpablHOB Aymar, Y4TO BCe 3TO €LLe COH,



Aae 6bln B 3TOM YBEPEH; HO KPOBL MY Bpocunach B ro-
NOBY, U XWUINbl HANPSXKEHHO, C Bonblo, BUNUCL Ha BUCKax
ero. OH BbINyCTUS rBO34b, BCTas C NOCTENU U, KavyasiCb,
npobupasck, Kak fiyHaTUK, caM He NoHMMasa CBOEro no-
OyXOeHWs, BCMbIXHYBLLUETO LierbiM NoXapoMm B KPOBU €ro,
nogoLuen K XO3anCKUM OBEPAM U C CUITOWN TOSKHYIICA B
HWUX; pXkaBasi 3aABWKKa oTneTena pasom, U OH BAPYT C LUYy-
MOM 1 TPECKOM OYYTUINCSH Cpean X03anckon cnanbHu. OH
BUAen, Kak BCA BCMOPXHynacb 1 B3aporHyna KarepuHa,
Kak 3r106HO 3acBepkanu rrasa crapuka us-rnog Taxeno
cAaBneHHbIX BMecTe BpoBen 1 Kak BHe3arnHo SipocTb UC-
kasuna sce nmuo ero. OH BMAEN, Kak CTapuK, He CnycKas
C Hero cBoux rnas, bnyxaawLwen pykon HacKopo ULeT
pyXbe, BUCEBLLEE Ha CTEHE; BUAEN NOTOM, KaK CBEPKHY-
1o Ayro pyXbsi, HanNnpaBneHHoe HEBEPHOM, ApoXallen oT
GelweHcTBa pykon NpsiMo B rpyab ero... Pasganca Bbl-
cTpen, pasgancs NoToM AWKUN, MOYTU HEYErTOBEYECKUIA
KPWK, 1 Korga pasrneTencs AbiM, CTpallHoe 3pernuLle no-
pasuno OpabiHoBa. [Ipoxa BCeM TeNOM, OH HarHyrncsa Hag,
ctapykoMm. MypuH nexan Ha nony; ero Kopobuno B cy-
Aoporax, NMMuo ero 6bIN10 UCKaXXEeHO B MyKax, U neHa no-
KasblBanacb Ha UCKpPUBMNEHHbIX rybax ero. OpabIHOB [0-
ragarncs, 4To HecyacTHbIM ObIn B )XecTovanwem npunaa-
Ke nagyyen 6onesHn. Bmecte ¢ KatepuHon oH 6pocuncs
rnomoraTb emy...



Bcsa Houb npowna B Tpesore. Ha apyron aeHb Opabl-
HOB BblILLUEN paHO MOYTPY, HECMOTPS Ha CBOK CNabocCTb U
Ha nuxopagky, KoTopas Bce ele He ocTaBnsana ero. Ha
ABOpPE OH ONATb BCTPETUN ABOPHMKA. B 3TOT pas TatapuH
eLle nsganv npunoaHan ypaxky u ¢ obonbITCTBOM Mo-
rnagen Ha Hero. NoTom, kak 6yaTO ONOMHSICb, MPUHSANCS
3a CBO METIY, UCKOCa B3rnsiabiBasi HA MEASIEHHO Npu-
onvxaswerocsa OpabiHoOBa.

— YT0? Tbl HUYErO HE cnbixan HoYbk? — cnpocun Op-
AObIHOB.

— [a, cnbixan.

— YT0 3TO 3a YenoBeK? KTO OH Takon?

— Cama HaHuMMana, cama 1 3Hau; a Mosl Hyxasi.

— [a 6ygewb Ny Tel korga rosopuTb! — 3akpmnyan Opabl-
HOB BHe cebsi OT Npunaaka Kakon-to 6onesHeHHon pas-
APaXKNTENbHOCTMW.

— A mo4 4yTOo caenana? BuHoBaTa TBOS, — TBOSI XWlb-
uoB nyrana. BH13y rpoGoBLLMK XWN: OH IMyX, a BCE Crlbl-
wan, n 6aba ero rnyxas, U Ta cnbiwana. A Ha Apyrom
ABOpeE, XOTb U Aaneko, a TOXe crblwana — BoT. A K Hag-
3uparento nomay.

— 4 cam Tyga xe nongy, — otsedan OpAbIHOB M noLlen
K BOpOTaM.



— A XOTb Kak XOlWb; caMa HaHumana... bapuH, 6apuH,
nocrton!

OpAablHOB OrMSAHYICA; ABOPHUK U3 YY4TUBOCTU TPOHYN
3a Larnky.

— Hy!

— Konb nonpgelub, S K XO035MHY nonay.

— Y10 X?

— Jlyywe cbesxan.

— Tl riyn, — nporosopmn OpabIHOB 1 ONATL NoLuen Obl-
no Npoyb.

— bapuH, 6apuH, nocton! — [JBOPHUK ONATbL TPOHYN 3a
LIanky u ockanun 3yosbl.

— Cnywan, 6apviH: Tbl cepgue oepxu; 3a 4to 6egHoro
rHaTb? begHoro roHaTb — rpex. bor He BenuT — cnbiwb?

— Cnywan e n Tbl: BOT BO3bMW 3TO. Hy, KTO X OH Ta-
KoB?

— K10 TakoB?

— [a.

— A v 6e3 aeHer ckaxy.

TyT OBOpPHMK B3sn METMY, MaxHyn pas-gBa, MoToM
OCTaHOBUIICS, BHUMATENbHO 1 BaXXHO nocMoTpeB Ha Op-
AbIHOBA.

— Tbl GapuH XOpoLKNIK. A He XOLUb XWUTb C YENOBEKOM
XOPOLLMM, KakK XOLb; MOS1 BOT KaK ckasana.

TyT TaTapuH NOoCMOTpen eLle Bbipa3uTeribHee U, Kak
OyaTo ocepasack, onATb NPUHANCS 3a MeTny. [Nokasas, Ha-



KOHeLU, BM, YTO KOHYMN Kakoe-TO Aeno, OH TAaUHCTBEHHO
nogowen Kk OpablHOBY U, caenaB Kakon-TO OYeHb Bblpa-
31TENbHbIN XXECT, NPOU3HEC:

— OHa BoT yTO!

— Yero? Kak?

— Yma Her.

— Y107

— Ynetena. [la! ynetena! — nostopun oH ewe 6onee
TanHCTBEHHbIM TOHOM. — OHa 6onbHa. Y Hero 6apka bbl-
na, 6onbwas 6bina, n gpyras 6eina, n TpeTbs bbina, no
Bonre xoguna, a s cam n3 Bonru; ewe 3aBoa 6bina, ga
cropena, 1 oH 6e3 Gawuka.

— OH nomeluaHHbIN?

— Hul.. Hu! — oTBevan c paccrtaHoBkon TatapuH. — He
MewaHa. OH yMHbIN YenoBek. OHa BCe 3HAET, KHUXKKa
MHOro YuMTana, uYitana, Yitana, Bce 4itana u gpyrum
npaBda ckasbiBana. Tak, npuwna KTo: gsa pyons, Tpu
pybnsa, copok pybns, a He XOlb KakK XOLUb; KHWXKa Mno-
CMOTPMUT, YyBUANT U BCIO NpaBay CKaXXeT. A AeHbra Ha CTon,
TOoTYyac Ha cTon — 6e3 geHbra Hu!

TyT TaTapuH, C U3NULLKOM cepaLua BXOOUBLUUI B UHTE-
pecbl MypuHa, gaxke 3acMessica oT pagocTu.

— YT0 X, OH KONgoBarn, ragan Komy-Hnoyab?

— ['M... — npombl4an OBOPHWK, CKOPO KMBHYB rOfo-
BOO, — OHa npasay ckasbiBana. OHa bora monut, MHOro
MOnUT. A TO TaK, HaxXoAUT Ha Hero.



TyT TaTapyH OnNATb NOBTOPWUI CBOM BblpasnTeSibHbIN
XecT.

B 3Ty MUHYTY KTO-TO KITMKHYI ABOPHMKA C APYroro ABo-
pa, a BCcrnea 3a TeM nokasarcs Kakon-To MarneHbK1n, Cor-
BGeHHbIN, ceaeHbknin YenoBek B Tynyne. OH Len KpsxTs,
CNOTbIKAACb, CMOTPEN B 3eMSI0 U YTO-TO HallenTbiBas
npo cebsa. MoxHo 6bI10 NogymMaTb, YTO OH OT CTapoOCTH
BbIKWUN 13 yma.

— Xo3seBa, xo3seBa! — npowlenTtan BRonbixax ABop-
HWK, HACKOPO KMBHYB roriosoto OpabIHOBY 1, COpBaB Luan-
Ky, 6bpocunca 6erom K Ctapuyky, KOTOporo nuuo 6bino
Kak-To 3HakoMo OpAblHOBY; NO KpanHen Mepe OH rae-
TO BCTPETUN €ro oveHb HeagaBHo. CoobpasmB, BNpoyeM,
YTO TYT HET HNYErO YANUBUTESBHOIO, OH MOLLEN CO ABopa.
[BOPHUMK nokasarnca eMy MOLIEHHUKOM U Harnewuom nep-
BOW pyKW. «be3nernbHUK TO4HO Toprosaricsa co MHou! — ay-
Man oH. — bor 3HaeT yto TyT Takoe!»

OH yXe Npon3Hec 3TO Ha ynuue.

Mano-nomany ero Ha4yanun ogonesaTb APYrMe MbICIN.
BneuatneHue 6bino HenpuaTHoe: AeHb CepbIN U Xonoa-
HbIN, nopxan cHer. Monogon YernoBek YyBCTBOBASI, Kak
03HOO6 CHOBa Ha4yMHaeT NnoMaTb ero; OH YyBCTBOBas TO-
Xe, 4To Kak byaTo 3emMnsa Ha4YMHana nog HAM KOrbIXaTbCs.
Bopyr oguH 3HaKOMbIN rOfIOC HEMPUATHO-CRageHbKUM,
apebesxalum TeEHOPOM noxernan emy godporo ytpa.

— Apocnas Unbuy! — ckasan OpabIHOB.



Mepen HMM cTosAn GoApbIN, KPACHOLLEKUI YEnoBeK, C
BMAOY NeT TpuauaTu, HEBBLICOKOrO poCTa, C CePEHbKNMU
MacreHbIMU rnaskamu, ¢ yrblBOYKON, OOETbIN... KaK U
Bceraa 6obiBaet oget ApocnaB Mnbu4, n npuaTHENLLUM
obpasom npotarnmean emy pyky. OpablHOB MO3HAKOMUII-
ca ¢ Apocnasom nbnyom ToOMy Hasag pOBHO rog, CO-
BEpPLUEHHO criydanHbiM 06pasom, nodTn Ha ynuue. O4veHb
nerkomMy 3HaKoOMCTBY crnocobcTBoBaria, Kpome crnyyan-
HOCTW, HEOObLIKHOBEHHAs1 HAKNOHHOCTb Apocnaea Unbu-
Ya OTbICKMBaTb Bctogy A06pbix, GrniaropogHbix niogewn,
npexae Bcero 0bpasoBaHHbIX 1 MO KpanHen Mepe TanaH-
TOM U KpacoTo obpalleHns JOCTONHbIX NpUHaanexaTb
Bbicluemy obuiecTtBy. XoTa Apocnas Unbud nmen 4pes-
BblHaMHO CnafeHbKU TeHOop, HO Aaxe B pasroBopax C
NCKPEHHENLWMN OpY3baAMU, B HACTPOE ero rosioca npo-
rnagbiBano Yto-T0 HeOObIKHOBEHHO CBETIIOE, MOry4ee U
noBenuTernbHoe, He Tepnsllee HUKakKUxX oTnaraTtenbCTB,
4yTO 6bINO, MOXET BbITb, CNEACTBUEM NPUBLIYKU.

— Kakum obpasom? — BCkpukHyn Apocnas Mnbnd ¢ Bbl-
paXXeHNeM UCKPEHHeKLLEeN, BOCTOPXXEHHOW pafoCTMu.

— A 30ecb Xusy.

— [aBHO nn? — npopgomkan Apocnas Nnbuny, nogbimas
HOTY BCe BblWwe U Bblwe. — N a9 He 3Han atoro! Ho a ¢
Bamu coceq! A Tenepb yxe B 34ellHen YacTu. A yxe me-
CsIL Kak BopoTuncs n3 PasaHckon rybepHuun. [Nonman xe
Bac, CTapuHHbIN 1 BnaropogHenwnin apyr! — N Apocnas



Nnbny paccmeancs gobpogyluHenwmm obpasom.

— CepreeB! — 3akpuyan OH BOOXHOBEHHO. — XKau MeHs
y TapacoBa; ga 4tob 6e3 MeHs1 He wesenunu kynen. [la
TYPHM 0NCydPbEBCKOrO ABOPHMKA; CKaXn, 4TOD TOT e Yac
SABUIICA B KOHTOPY. A Npuay Yyepes yac...

Hackopo otaaBasi KOMY-TO 3TOT NpUKas, AenNuKaTHbIN
ApocnaB Unbud B3an OpabiHOBa noa pPyKy W nosesn B
Gnvxanwmm TpakTup.

— He ycnokotocb 6e3 Toro, noka He nepebpocum aByx
CNOB HaeauHe nocrie Takon JoNron pasnyku. Hy, 4to Ba-
LN 3aHATUA? — npnbaBus OH NOYTM BraroroBenHo 1 Ta-
WHCTBEHHO NOHM3MB ronoc. — Bcerga B Haykax?

—[a, s no-npexuHemy, — oreedan OpabIHOB, Y KOTOPOro
MernbKHYyfa oHa CBeTnasa MbICIib.

— bnaropogHo, Bacunun Muxannosud, 6naropogHo! —
Tyt Apocnas Unbuy kpenko noxan pyky OpabiHoBa. —
Bbl 6ygete ykpawweHmem Hawero obuiectsa. Nogan Bam
[ocnogb cHacTNMBOro NyTu Ha Bawem nonpuide... boxe!
Kak 51 pag, 4yto Bac BcTpeTtun! CKonbKo pas s BCoMuHan
00 Bac, CKONbKO pa3 roBopwvn: rge-To OH, Haw Aobpbin,
BENUKOLYLWHbIN, OCTPOYMHbIM Bacunuin Muxannosmn4?

OHun 3aHanM ocobyto komHaTy. Apocnas Unbuy 3aka-
3an 3aKycKy, Benen nogatb BOAKM U C YyBCTBOM B3rTISIHYI
Ha OpabliHOBA.

— A MHoro uYntan 6e3 Bac, — Ha4arn oH pobknm, HEMHOIO
BKpaa4MBbIM roriocom. — A npoyen Bcero [NyLkuHa. ..



OpAablHOB paccesiHHO NOCMOTPES Ha Hero.

— YauBuTenbHO u3obpaxkeHne 4ernoBeyeckon cTpa-
cTu-c. Ho npexae Bcero no3posbre MHe 6bITb Bam bna-
rogapHbiM. Bbl Tak MHOro caenanu gns meHs énaropoa-
CTBOM BHYLLEHWIA cripaBeanmBoro obpasa Mbicnen...

— Momunynte!

— Her, nossonbte-c. A Bcerga nobno Bo3gaTb crpa-
BE4JSIMBOCTb U FOPXYCb, YTO MO KpaHENn Mepe XOTb 3TO
4YyBCTBO HE 3aMOJIKIO BO MHE.

— MNomunynTte, Bbl HECNpaBeanuebl K cede, n s, npa-
BO...

— Hert, coBeplleHHO crnpasegnme-c, — BO3pa3un C
HeoObIKHOBEHHbIM apoM ApocnaB Unbny. — YT0 9 Ta-
Koe B CpaBHeHuu ¢ Bamun-c? He npasga nu?

— Ax, 6oxxe mon!

— [a-c...

TyT nocnegoBano MonyaHue.

— Cnenya Bawmnm coBeTam, A npepsan MHOro rpybbix
3HaKOMCTB M CMArYMn ot4acTu rpyboCcTb NpUBbLIYEK, — Ha-
Yyan onaTtb Apocnas Mnbud Heckonbko pobknMm 1 BKpaa-
YMBbIM rOfiocoM. — B cBobGogHOe OT AOMKHOCTN Bpems
Oonbllelo YacTuo CUXKY OOMa; MO Bevepam YuTar Ka-
KytO-HUOYOb MOME3HYI0 KHUTY W... Y MEHSI O4HO Xena-
Hue, Bacunnn Mmnxannosuy, NPUHOCUTL XOTb NOCUSTbHYHO
nosnb3y OTeYyecTBy...

— A Bcerga cuntan Bac 3a bnaropogHeuLlero Yyenose-



Ka, Apocnas Unbwnu.

— Bbl BCerga npuHocute 6anb3am... braropogHbi Mo-
roaon YerioBex...

Apocnas Unbny ropsdo noxan pyky OpabiHOBY.

— Bbl He NbeTe? — 3aMeTnN OH, HEMHOTO YTULLNB CBOE
BOJSTHEHME.

— He mory; s1 6oneH.

— BonbHbI? ga, B camom gene! [1aBHO nu, Kak, Kaknm
o6pa3om Bbl M3BONMAM 3aboneTb? YrogHo, 9 CKaxy... Ka-
KOW MeK Bac NevuT? YrogHo, S cemyac cKkaxy Hawlemy
YacTHOMY JOKTOpY. A cam, NIM4YHO, K Hemy nobery. Nckyc-
Henwnm yenosek!

Apocnas Unbuy yxxe 6pancs 3a wnsny.

— NokopHo Brarogapto. A He nevycb 1 He Nonnto ne-
Kapewu...

— Y70 BbI? MOXHO NN 3TaK? HO 3TO UCKYCHENLLUI Ye-
nosek, — npogoskan Apocnas Unbuy, ymonsas, — Hamea-
HW, — HO NO3BOJILTE BaM 3TO pacckasaTtb, Joporon Bacu-
nmn Muxanmnosud, — HaMeOHU NPUXOOUT OanH BeaHbIn
cnecapb: «f1 BOT, rOBOPUT, HaKonos cebe pyky MOMM Opy-
anem; naneyunte meHs...» CemeH lNadHyTbny, BUASA, 4YTO
Hec4YaCTHOMY YrpOXKaeT aHTOHOB OrOHb, NPUHSN Mepy OT-
pesaTb 3apaeHHbI 4neH. OH caenan aT1o npun MHe. Ho
370 ObLINO Tak caenaHo, TakMm Bnarop... TO eCTb TaknM
BOCXUTUTENbHLIM 00pa3om, 4To, NpU3HaKCb, ecnn 6 He
cocTpagaHue K CTpaxaywemy 4YeroBeyecTBy, TO Oblno



Obl NPUATHO NOCMOTPETL TaK NPOCTO, 13 NBONbLITCTBA-C.
Ho roe v kak nssonunu 3abonertb?

— NMepeesxada Ha KBapTUPY... A TONbKO Y4TO BCTan.

— Ho BbI eLLe o4eHb He3A40pOBLI, 1 BaM Obl HE crieaoBa-
no BbIxoauTb. CTano 6bITb, Bbl yYXXKe HE TaM, rae npexae,
xmnete? Ho 4to nobyauno sac?

— Mos xo3anka yexana ua Netepbypra.

— HdomHa CasuwHa? Heyxenn?.. [lobpasi, MCTUHHO
GnaropogHas ctapywka! 3HaeTe nn? A yyBcTBOBAs K HEWN
NOYTUN CbIHOBHEE yBaXkeHune. YTo-To BO3BbILLEHHOE Mnpa-
Ae00BCKMX NET CBETUMNOCH B 3TOWN NMOYTU OTXXUBLLUEN KN3-
HW; N, MSAA4a Ha Hee, Kak byaTo Buauwb nepen cobon Bo-
NOLLEHNe Halwen cefon, BENNYaBOW CTapUHYLLKWN... TO
€CTb U3 3TOr0... YTO-TO TYT, 3HaETe, 3Tak noaTnyeckoe!.. —
3akntounn Apocnae Unbuy, coBeplLueHHO opobeB 1 Mo-
KpacHeB [0 YyLUen.

— [la, oHa Gbina gobpas XeHwuHa.

— Ho nosBonbTe y3HaTb, rae Bbl TENEPb U3BOMUAM MNO-
cenutbca?

— 3pecb, Heaganeko, B gome Kowmaposa.

— £ ¢ HUM 3HaKoM. Benunyasbin ctapuk! A ¢ HUM, cMeto
cKasaTb, MoYTN NCKPeHHUN apyr. bnaropogHas ctapocTb!

Ycta ApocnaBa Unbnya noutn gpoxkanu oT pagocTu
ymuneHunsa. OH cnpocun eLle pioMKy BOOKU U TPYyOKy.

— Camu no cebe HaHMmaeTe?

— Her, y xunbua.



— K10 TakoB? MoeT ObITb, 1 TOXE 3HAKOM.

— Y MypuHa, MelllaHnHa; CTapyK BbICOKOro pocTa...

— MypwuH, MypuH; aa, no3BossTe-c, 3TO Ha 3agHEM [BO-
pe, Hag rpo6oBLLUNKOM?

— [a, oa, Ha camomM 3agHeM ABope.

—'M... BaM NOKOWHO XUTb-C?

— [la 51 TonbKo 4YTO Nepeexarn.

— 'M... 9 TONbKO XOTen ckasaTtb, IM... BMPOYEM, HO Bbl
He 3aMeTUnn Nb Yero oCoOeHHoro?

— [pas.o...

— To ecTb 51 yBEPEH, YTO BaM ByaAET XUTb Y HEFO XOPO-
LUO, eCnu Bbl OCTAHETEChb J0BOSIbHbI MOMELLEHNEM... 1 1
He K TOMY roBOp, rOTOB NpeaynpeanTb; HO, 3Haa Ball
xapakTep... Kak BaMm nokasancs 3T0T CTapyK MeLaHnH?

— OH, KaxeTcd, coBcemM 6OMNbHON YENOBEK.

— [la, oH o4yeHb cTpaxayL... Ho Bbl TaKOro HUYero He
3ameTunn? Bbl roBopunu ¢ HUM?

— O4yeHb Mano; OH TakoW HENAUMbIA U XKEMYHbIN. ..

— '™m... — Apocnas Unbny 3agymancs.

— Hec4yacTHbIM YenoBek! — cka3an oH, NoMor4yas.

— OHn?

— [la, HecyacTHbIN 1 BMECTE C TEM O HEBEPOSTHOCTU
CTPaHHbLIA MU 3aHMMaTeNbHbIA YenoBek. Brnpoyem, ecnu
OH Bac He Gecnokout... N3BuHUTE, 4TO 9 0bpaTnn BHK-
MaHue Ha Takowm npeameT, HO s nontbonbITCTBOBATT. ..

— W, npaBo, Bo36yamnu n moe nobonbITCTBO... S Obl



OuY€eHb XXenasn 3HaTb, KTO OH TakoB. K TOMy Xe S C HUM
XnBY...

— Buaute nu-c: roBopaT, 3TOT YenoBek Obin npexae
ovyeHb 6orat. OH ToproBars, Kak Bam, BEpPOSTHO, yaaBa-
nocb cnblwatb. 1o pasHbiM HecyacTHbIM 0BCcTOATENDb-
cTBam OH obefHen; y Hero B Bypto pa3duno Heckorb-
KO 6apok ¢ rpy3om. 3aBof, BBEPEHHbIN, KaXeTcs, ynpas-
neHunto Brnmskoro 1 NbUMoro poacTBeHHMKA, ToXe noa-
BEPrca HECHYACTHOW yyacTu U Croper, NpuyemM B nname-
HW noxapa normd n cam ero poacTBeHHUK. CornacuTecs,
noteps yxacHas! Toraa MypuH, pacckasbiBatoT, Bnasn B
nnavYeBHOE YHbIHME; CTanu onacaTbCs 3a ero paccyaok,
N OeNCTBUTENbHO, B OOHOW Ccope C APYrMM KYMLOM, To-
Xe Bragetenem 6apok, xoameliunx no Bonre, oH Bopyr
Bblka3an cebsa ¢ Takon CTPaHHOM U HEOXNOAHHOW TOYKM
3peHust, 4TO BCe npovculeqlee He nHade OTHECHTN, KaK K
CUNbHOMY €ro NOMeLLaTENbLCTBY, YEMY U S TOTOB BEPUTD.
A nogpobHO cnblwarn o HEKOTOPbIX €r0 CTPAHHOCTSX; Ha-
KOHeL, BOPYr CNYy4YUIIoCb OOHO OYeHb CTPaHHOE, Tak CKa-
3aTb, POKOBOE OBCTOATENLCTBO, KOTOPOE YK HUKAK HeMb-
39 0ObACHUTL MHaAYe, Kak BpaKaebHbIM BANAHMEM NPO-
rHeBaHHOW CyabObl.

— Kakoe? — cnpocun OpabIHOB.

— loBopAT, 4TO B HONE3HEHHOM Npunagke cymactue-
CTBMSI OH MOCSITHYN Ha >XM3Hb O4HOr0 MOJIOAOrO Kynua,
KOTOpOro npexae vypesBbldanHo nobun. OH 6bin Tak no-



paXxeH, Korga OYHyrcsa nocne npunagka, Yto rotoB Obis
NMWKnTb cebsa XN3HU: Tak NO KpanHen Mepe pacckasblBa-
t0T. He 3Hato HaBepHO, YTO NPOM3OLLMO 3a 3TUM, HO U3-
BECTHO TO, YTO OH HaxoAWUIICsl HECKOMNbKO NET nop nokas-
HueM... Ho 4yto ¢ Bamu, Bacunuin Mmnxannosuy, He yTOM-
nsaeT fiv Bac MOW NPOCTOW pacckas?

— O Her, pagu 6ora... Bbl roBopute, 4To OH 6bIN NOA
NoKastHNeM; HO OH He OAVH.

— He 3Hato-c. loBopsT, 4To 66111 0AMH. o KpanHen me-
pe HUKTO OpYyron He 3amellaH B TOM gene. A Brpoyew,
He cnbiXxan o AanbHenLeM; 3Hat TOMbKO. ..

— Hy-c.

— 3Hato TonbKO, — TO eCTb 1 COOCTBEHHO HUYEro OCO-
OEHHOro He UMes B MbICNAX NPUBaBUTb... 1 XO4Y TOSbKO
cKasaTb, eCfn Bbl HAXOAUTE B HEM YTO-TO HEOOLIKHOBEH-
HOe U Bbixoasluee n3 06bIKHOBEHHOMO YPOBHS BELLEN, TO
BCE 3TO NPOM3O0LLSIO HE NHa4e, Kak cneagcrenem 6en, ob-
PYLLUMBLUMXCS HA HEro ogHa 3a Apyro...

— [a, oH Takon 6oromonbHbIN, 6ONbLUON CBATOLLA.

— He gymato, Bacunumin MuxannoBud; oH CTOMbKO Mo-
cTpajan; MHEe Ka)XeTCsl, OH YNCT CBOUM CeEPALIEM.

— Ho Begb Tenepb OH He cymacLleLwmin; OH 300pOB.

— O HeT, HeT; B 3TOM S BaM MOry MOPYYUTbLCS, rO-
TOB NPUCSITHYTb; OH B MOSIHOM BIlaA€HUN BCEX CBOUX YM-
CTBEHHbIX crnocobHocTen. OH TONbKO, Kak Bbl CnpaBen-
NMBO 3aMeTUNIM MESIbKOM, Ype3BblMaHO YyaHon u 6o-



roMmonbHbIn. O4eHb gaxe pasyMHbI YeroBek. [oBoput
OonKo, cMeno 1 o4yeHb XMTpo-C. Ewe BuaeH cneq npo-
Lwnon, 6ypHON Xn3HM Ha nuue ero-c. J1tobonbITHbIN Yero-
BEK-C U Ype3BblHaNHO HAYMUTaHHbLIN.

— OH, KaxeTcsl, YMTaEeT BCE CBALLEHHbIE KHUTN?

— [la-c, OH MUCTUK-C.

—YT0?

— MucTtuk. Ho 9 Bam roBopto 310 no cekperty. 1o cek-
PETY CKaxy BaM eLle, YTO 3a HUM ObliT HEKOTOPOE BPEMS
CUSbHbIN MPUCMOTP. OTOT YENOBEK UMEN YXKaCcHOoe BIusi-
HME Ha NPUXOAUBLLNX K HEMY.

— Kakoe xe?

— Ho Bbl He noBepuTe; BUANTE NN-C. TOrga ewe OH He
Xun B 3geluHemM kBaptane; AnekcaHgp WrHatend, noyer-
HbIN rpakgaHWH, YenoBeK CaHOBUTLIN U NOSb3YIOLMNIACA
o0LMM yBaXXEHNEM, €3AUSTN K HEMY C KaKUM-TO MOpYy4n-
KoM 13 nobonbiTcTBa. [pnesxatoT OHN K HEMY; UX NpU-
HUMaIOT, M CTPAHHbLIN YENOBEK HAYMHAET UM BIISiAbIBaTb-
ca B nuua. OH 06bIKHOBEHHO BrMnisigbiBancd B nuua, ec-
nn cornawancs 6bITb NONE3HbIM; B MPOTUBHOM Crlyyae
oTcblnan npuxoasLwmnx Hasag, v gaxe, roBopsT, BecbMa
Hey4yTMBO. CnpalwmnBaeT OH UX: YTO BaM YrogHo, rocno-
aa? Tak un Tak, otBedaet AnekcaHagp VrHaTbud: gap Ball
MOXET cKa3aTb BaM 3To 1 6e3 Hac. [Noxanynte X, roBo-
PUT, CO MHOW B APYryt0 KOMHATY; TYT OH Ha3Ha4YnI1 UMEHHO
TOro U3 HUX, KOTOPbIA 4O HEro umen HagobHocTb. Anek-



cangp WrHatbmny He pacckasbiBan, YTO C HAM ObIno no-
TOM, HO OH BbILLIEN OT HEero 6neaHbin, Kak NnaTok. To xe
camoe Cny4uriocb M ¢ 0gHOW 3HATHOW AaMOK BbICLUEro
obLlecTBa; oHa TOXe BbllMa OT Hero brneaHa, Kak nna-
TOK, BCSl B Crie3ax U B U3YMJTIEHUN OT ero npenckasaHus
N KpacHope4ius.

— CTpaHHo. Ho Tenepb OH He 3aHMMaeTcs 3TUM?

— Ctpoxanwe 3anpelieHo-c. bbinn yygHble npume-
pbl-c. OgMH MOSI0O0M KOPHET, LUBET U Hagexda BbICLLEro
CEMENCTBa, Maas Ha Hero, ycMexHyrnca. «4To Tbl cme-
elbcs? — cKkasan, paccepamBLUMCB, CTapuK. — Yepes Tpu
AHSA Tbl cam Bygellb BOT YTO!» — M OH CRNOXWNA HaKpecT
PYKW, O3Ha4Yasa TaknMm 3HaAKOM Tpyn mMepTsBeLa.

— Hy?

— He cmeto BepuTb, HO, roBOpPST, NpeackasaHne cbbl-
nocb. OH nmeet gap, Bacunuin Muxannosuu... Bbl ns-
BONMUNKM ynblOHYTbLCA HAa MOW MPOCTOAYLUHbIA paccKas.
3Hato, 4YTO Bbl Janeko ynpeaunun MeHsi B NpOCBELLEHNN;
HO S BEptO eMy: OH He wapnartaH. Cam [MywKnH ynomu-
HaeT 0 YeM-TO NOAOOHOM B CBOMX COMMHEHMUSX.

— 'M. He xo4y Bam npoTtuBopeunTb. Bbl, kKaxeTtcs, cka-
3anun, YTO OH XXUBET He OJMH.

— £ He 3Hal0... C HUM, KaXXeTcs, A04Yb ero.

— Houb?

— [1a-c, unun, KaXXeTCs, XXeHa ero; 9 3Hato, YTO XXUBET C
HMM KaKasi-TO XeHLuHa. A Bnaen MernbkomMm U BHUMaHUA



He obpaTtun.

— 'm. CTpaHHoO...

Monogown 4enosek Bnan B 3aQyM4yMBOCTb, Apocnas
Mnbuy — B HexxHoe co3epuaHme. OH Obin pacTporaH u
TeM, YTO BUAen cTtaporo gpyra, 1 Tem, 4To y40oBMneTBOpu-
TeNbHO pacckasan uHtepecHenwyto Belwb. OH cngen, He
cnyckas rnas ¢ Bacunba Muxannosuya v notarmsas u3
TPYOKN; HO BOPYI BCKOYMIT U 3aCyeTUsICS.

— Uenbin yac npowen, a a9 u 3a6bin! Joporon Bacu-
nun Muxannosuny, ewe pas bnarogapto cyab0y 3a 1o, 4YTo
cBesfia Hac BMecTe, HO MHe nopa. [lJo3sonuTe nv MHe no-
CETUTb Bac B BalLEM YYEHOM Xunuwie?

— Cpenante ogormkeHue, byagy Bam odeHb pag. Hase-
LIy M caM Bac, Korga BbinageT BpeMs.

— Beputb nu npuatHomy nssectuto? Obsxkete, Hecka-
3aHHO 0bskeTe! He noBepuTte, B KAKON BOCTOPT Bbl MEHS
npueenu!

OHu BbIWnn n3 Tpaktupa. Ceprees yxe neten um Ha-
BCTPeYy 1 CKOpOoroBopkon panoptosan Apocnasy Unbu-
4y, 4TOo Bunbm EmMenbaHoBUY n3BonaTt npoesxatb. [den-
CTBUTENbLHO, B MNepcrnekTuBe Mnokasanacb napa nunxmx
caBpacok, BrpsKeHHbIX B nuxue nponeTtkn. Ocoben-
HO 3aMeyvaTenbHas bbiria HeObbIKHOBEHHAS MPUCTSKHAS.
ApocnaB Nnbny cxan, CNoBHO B TUCKax, PYKy Iydlle-
ro U3 gpysen CBOUX, NPUITOXKUICS K LUNANe U NycTurcs
BCTpeYyaTb HanetasluMe Apoxku. [loporoto oH pas3a aBa



obepHyncs n npowanbHbiM 06pa3oM KMBHYI rOfIOBOKD
OpabiHoBY.

OpAblHOB 4YyBCTBOBAs TaKyk YyCTanocCTb, Takoe U3He-
MOXEHME BO BCEX YfieHax, YTo efBa Bono4vmn Horn. Koe-
Kak gobpanca oH oo gomy. B BopoTax ero onsTb BCTpe-
TN OBOPHUK, NPUNEXHO HabnogasLwm BCe ero npotua-
Hue ¢ Apocnasom Nnbnyom, u elle nsganu caenan emy
KaKkon-TO npurnacuternbHbln 3Hak. Ho monogon yenosek
npowlesnt Mumo. B aBepsix KBapTUpbl OH MAOTHO CTOSKHYI-
CSl C MarneHbKoW celeHbKOoW (PUrypKon, BbIXOAUBLLUEN, NO-
Tynue o4n, oT MypuHa.

— ['ocnoawn, npoctn mou nperpeLuenust! — npowenTana
durypka, OTCKOUMB B CTOPOHY C YNPYroCTbio NPOGKM.

— He ywnb6 nu g Bac?

— HeT-c, Hwxanwe bnarogapto 3a BHUMaHue... O, roc-
noawu, rocnogu!

Tnxun YenoBeYek, KPAXTH, OXad M HalwenTbiBas 4YTo-
TO HasugartenbHoe cebe nog Hoc, 6epexxHO NycTuncs no
nectHuue. 370 6bIN X035MH JOMa, KOTOPOro Tak ucnyrarn-
csl ABOPHUK. TyT Tonbko OpabIHOB BCMOMHMI, YTO BUAEN
ero B NnepBbIv pas 34echb xe, y MypuHa, korga nepeesxarn
Ha KBapTuUpy.

OH yyBcTBOBan, 4TO ObIN pasgpaxeH U NOTPSICEH; OH
3Han, 4Yto aHTasnsa 1 Bne4YaTNIMTENbHOCTbL €ro Hanps-
XEHbl A0 KpamHOCTU, U pelunnt He aoBepaTb cebe. Ma-
no-nomMary OH Bnan B Kakoe-To oueneHeHne. B rpyab ero



3anerno Kakoe-To TsKenoe, rHeTyulee 4yBcTBo. Cepaue
ero HbI10, Kak ByaTo BCE U3bA3BNEHHOE, N BCA AyLua Obl-
na rnonHa rnyxux, HEMCCsikaeMblx Cnes.

OH onATb Npunan Ha NocTerb, KOTOPY0 OHa nocTnana
eMy, 1 ctan cHoBa cnywatb. OH cnbiwan Asa AblXaHus:
OofHO Tshkenoe, 6onesHeHHOe, NpepbIBUCTOE, APYroe Th-
X0€e, HO HEPOBHOE 1 KaK ByaTo ToXe B3BOSIHOBAHHOE, Kak
Byato Tam Bunock cepaue O4HMM U TEM Xe CTPEeMIIEHN-
€M, OZHOI0 U TO Xe cTpacTblo. OH cribiwar Nopoto Wym
ee nnartbs, NErknin LenecT ee TUXUX, MATKUX LLIaroB, u
Aaxe 9TOT LUENecT HOorM ee OTAaBancs rnyxok, HO My-
YNTENbHO-CNagoCTHOW Bonblo B ero cepaue. HakoHel,
OH Kak byaTo paccnywan pblaaHns, MATEXHbIA B340OX W,
HakoHel, onATb ee monuTey. OH 3Hasn, 4To OHa CTOMUT
Ha KoneHsax nepeq obpasom, nomasi pykm B KaKOM-TO UC-
CTynsieHHOM oT4yasaHuu!.. KTo xxe oHa? 3a Koro oHa npo-
cut? Kakoto 6e3BbIXO4HOK CTPACTbio CMYLLEHO e€e cepa-
ue? OT4yero oHo Tak BOnUT U TOCKYET U BbINIMBAETCA B Ta-
KX XXapKnx 1 6e3HagexHbIX crnesax?..

OH Hayan npunomuHaThb ee cnosa. Bce, 4To oHa roeo-
puna emy, eLle 3By4ano B yLlax ero, Kak My3blka, 1 cepa-
ue noboBHO OTAABanoch rMyxXuM, TSXXENbIM yaapom Ha
Kaxgoe BOCNOMWHaHME, Ha KaXkaoe HaboXXHO NOBTOPEH-
HOe ee croBo... Ha Mur MenbkHyno B yMe ero, YTo OH
BMOEN BCe 3TO BO CHe. Ho B TOT XXe Murr BeCb COCTaB €ro
W3HbIN B 3aMmpatoLLen TOCKe, Korga BrnedartneHume ee ro-



pAYero AblXxaHus, ee CrnoB, ee nouenysst HaknemMmmnochb
CHOBa B ero BoobpaxeHuun. OH 3akpbin rnasa u 3abbincs.
oe-To npobunu Yacbl; CTAaHOBUOCH NO34HO; Naganu cy-
MEpPKMN.

EmMy BOpyr nokasanocb, YTO OHa OMsATb CKNOHMNAachb
HaZ HUM, YTO MSAUT B €ro rnasa CBOMMW YYOHO-SICHbI-
MU rnasamu, BNaKHbIMW OT CBEPKaIOLLNX crie3 beamaTex-
HOW, CBETIION PagoCTu, TUXUMU U SICHBIMU, Kak BMpo3o-
Bbli HECKOHYaeMbI Kynon Heba B Xapkui nongeHb. Ta-
KMM TOPXXECTBEHHbLIM CMOKONCTBMEM CUSANO NNLO ee, Ta-
KnMm obeToBaHMEM HeCKOHYaemoro GrnaxeHcTBa Tennu-
nachb ee ynolbka, ¢ Takmm CoOdyBCTBUEM, C TaKUM MiageH-
YEeCKMM YyBIleYeHMEM MPEKNOHMNAacb OHa Ha Mne4yo ero,
YTO CTOH BbIpBaricsi N3 ero 06eccuneHHon rpyam ot pago-
ctn. OHa xoTena eMy 4YTO-TO cKasaTb; OHa SIaCKOBO 4TO-
TO nosepsna emy. OnaTb kak 6yaTo cepaue npoHsaroLas
My3blka nopasuna cnyx ero. OH agHo BnvBan B cebs
BO3[YX, HAarpeTbIn, HA3NEKTPN30BAHHbIN ee BNMU3KUM Obl-
XaHneM. B Tocke OH nNpoCcTep CBOW PYKW, B3OOXHYM, OT-
Kpbin rmasa... OHa ctosina nepen HUM, HarHyBLUUCH K Nn-
Ly ero, Bcs briegHasi, kak OT ucnyra, BCs B crnesax, BCs
Apoxa oT BonHeHusi. OHa 4To-To roBopuna emy, o6 yem-
TO MOnuna ero, cknagbiBasi U nomasi CBou NonyobHaxXeH-
Hble pykn. OH 06BUN ee B CBOMX 06BATUSAX, OHA BCA Tpe-
netana Ha ero rpyauw...



YacTb BTOpan

— Yt0 TBI? YTO C TOB6OK? — roBopun OpabIHOB, OYHYB-
LUNCb COBCEM, BCE €elle CKUMasi ee B CBOMX KPEMKUX U
ropaumnx oobvaTuax. — Yto ¢ tobon, KarepnHa? 4to c To-
ooto, ndoBb Moa?

OHa Tuxo pblgana, NoTynuB rrnasa u npsya pasropes-
Leecs NUuUo y Hero Ha rpyau. [lonro ewe oHa He morna
roBOpUTb M BCS Apoxana, kak 0yaro B ucnyre.

— He 3Hato, He 3Halo, — NporoBopuna oHa, HaKOHeL,
efBa CrbllWHbIM rofI0COM, 3aAbIXasdACb U MOYTU HE BbIrO-
BapuBasi CNoB, — He NOMHIO, KaK 1 K Tebe 3awna s cro-
Aaa... — TyT OHa elle kpenye, eule ¢ BonbWKUM CTpeMIe-
HMEM MNpwKanacb K HEMY U B HEYAEPXUMOM, CyoOpPOX-
HOM YyBCTBE LlerioBana emy rrneyo, pyku, rpydb; Hako-
Heu, Kak OyaToO B OTYasiHbe, 3aKpblflacb pykamu, npuna-
na Ha KOfleHM 1 CKpblna B ero KoneHsax ceoto ronosy. Ko-
raa e OpablHOB, B HEBbLIPA3MMOKW TOCKE, HETEPNENMBO
NpuUNoaHAN 1 nocagun ee Bo3ne cebs, To uensiM 3ape-
BOM CTbla ropeno nuuo ee, rnasa ee nrakanm o noMu-
noBaHMn, 1 HacunbHO NpobuBasLLasca Ha rybe ee ynbl6-
Ka edBa cununacb NogaBUTb HEYAEPXKUMYHO CUYy HOBO-



ro owyuieHuna. Tenepb oHa Obina kak 6yaTo cCHoBa YeM-
TO ucnyraHa, He4OBEPYMBO OTTasnkmBarna ero pykowm, ea-
Ba B3rnsigblBana Ha Hero u oTBeYara Ha ero YCKOpeHHble
BOMpPOCHI, NOTYNUB ronioy, 60S31MBO U LLENOTOM.

— Tbl, MOXeT ObITb, BMAEna CTpallHbIA COH, — FOBO-
pun OpAbliHOB, — MOXeET ObITb, Tebe NpMBMOENOCH YTO-
HNMOYAb... Aa? MoxeT bbITb, OH ncnyran Tebds... OH B 6pe-
Ay v 6e3 namaTtu... Moxet 6bITb, OH 4TO-HMBYAb roBOpUn,
4TO He Tebe 6bino cnywatb?.. Thbl crAbiwana YTo-HMbyab?
na?

— Her, s He cnana, — oTBe4vana KartepuHa, ¢ ycunmem
nopasnsas cBoe BonHeHme. — CoH 1 He wen Ko MHe. OH
BCE Monyan un TonbKo pa3 nosean MeHs. A nogxoguna,
oKnuKarna ero, rosopusia eMy; MHe CTano CTpaLLHO; OH He
npocbinanca n He cnblwan MmeHs. OH B TSXXeNoM Heayre,
nogav [ocnogb emy nomowun! Torga MHe Ha cepgLe cTa-
na Tocka 3anagaTtb, ropbkasi Tocka! A X Bce monunace,
BCE MONunachb, U BOT 3TO M HALLMO Ha MEHS.

—MonHo, KatepuHa, NonHo, XXn3Hb MO, NOSIHO! 3TO Thl
BYepa ucnyranaco...

— Hert, g He nyranacb B4yepal..

— bbiBaeT ato ¢ TOOOW Opyron pas?

— [a, 6biBaeT. — U1 oHa BcA 3agpoxarna v onsTb B UC-
nyre ctana npuXxmnmMaTbCs K HEMY, Kak auTs. — Buauwe, —
ckasarna oHa, npepbiBas pblaaHusi, — 4 He HanpacHo Npu-
wna K Tebe, He HanpacHo, Tskeno 6b1510 0gHON, — MNOBTO-



psana oHa, bnarogapHo cxumasa ero pyku. — MNMonHo xe,
MOSIHO O Yy>XOM rope criesbl poHaTh! NMpnbepern nx Ha
YepHbI OEHb, Korga caMmoMy OAUMHOKOMY Tskerno byaet
n He Byget ¢ Tobon Hukoro!.. Cnywan, 6bina y Tebsa TBos
noba?

— Hert... no 1e64 9 He 3Han HXU OOHOMN...

— 1o MeHs... Tbl MEHS1 cBOEN NMobon 30BeLLb?

Ona Bapyr nocMoTperna Ha Hero, Kak Byato ¢ yanene-
HWEM, YTO-TO XOTesa cKka3aTb, HO MOTOM yTuUxna v noTynu-
nacb. Mano-nomany Bce nnuo ee CHoBa 3apAesiocb BHe-
3anHo 3anbliNnaBLWUM PyMsHUEM; sipye, CKBO3b 3abbIThle,
eLle He OCThbIBLUME Ha pecHuLax crnesbl, brecHynu rnasa,
N BUAHO BbINO, YTO KaKOW-TO BOMPOC LUEBENUIICA Ha ry-
bax ee. C cTbi4NMBLIM SIyKaBCTBOM B3risiHySfla OHa pasa
ABa Ha Hero 1 NoTomM BAPYr CHOBa NOTynunach.

— Her, He GbiBaTb MHe TBOEW nNepBow Ntobon, — ckasana
OHa, — HET, HET, — NOBTOPsIfa OHa, NoKayMBas rofnoBolo,
3agymaBLUUCb, TOrda Kak ynblbka onsaTb TUXO NpoKpaabl-
Banacb Mo nuuy ee, — HET, — ckasana oHa, HakoHel, pac-
CMESIBLUMCb, — HE MHE, POAHON, BbITb TBOEK NOBYLLKON.

TyT OHa B3rndHyna Ha Hero; HO CTOSbKO rPycTu oTpa-
3Unocb BAPYr Ha nuue ee, Takas 6e3BbixogHasi neyarnb
nopasuna pasoMm BCe 4YepTbl €e, Tak HEOXNOAHHO 3aKu-
neno U3HyTpu, N3 cepaua ee oT4agHne, YTo HEMOHSATHOE,
BGonesHeHHOe YyBCTBO COCTpaAaHus K ropto HEBEAOMOMY
3axsatuno gyx OpabiHOBa, U OH C HEBbIPA3UMbIM My4e-



HUEeM rmaaen Ha Hee.

— Cnywamn, 410 4 ckaxy Tebe, — rosopuna oHa rono-
COM, MPOH3aLLNM CepaLe, CKaB ero pyku B CBOUX pyKax,
yCcunueasicb NogaBuTb CBOWU pblaaHnsa. — Crniywam MeHs
Xxopoulo, crnywamn, pagoctb Mmos! Tbl YKpOTU CBOE cepa-
Le 1 He Nobu MeHs Tak, Kak Tenepb nontodun. Tebe ner-
ye OyaeT, cepauy CTaHET fnerde U pagocTtHee, U OT Jto-
Toro Bpara cebsi cbepexellb, u noby-cectpuuy cebe Ha-
Xuneewb. byay k Tebe npuxoanTb, KOnb 3axoyellb, MUMNo-
BaTb Tebs Oyay n cTbiga Ha cebsi He BO3bMY, 4YTO CMO3Ha-
nacb ¢ Tobon. bbina xe ¢ Tobow ABa AHSA, Kak nexan
Tbl B 3rioM Hegyre! CnosHawn cectpuuy! Hegapom e Mbl
Oparanucb ¢ Tobon, Hegapom xe s 3a Tebs boropoau-
Ly crnesHo monuna! apyron tTakom He HaxnTb Tebe! Mup
n3ongelb Kpyrom, nogHebecHyro y3Haelwb — He HanTu
Tebe apyron Takom nodbl, Konu nbbl TBOE cepaLe npo-
cuT. lopsdvo Tebsa nonobnto, Bce, Kak Tenepb, nobutsb by-
Ay, 1 3a To nontonto, 4YTo Aylla TBOS YMcTas, cBeTnas,
HaCKBO3b BMAHA; 3a TO, YTO Kak A B3rNsiHyna BNepBoun Ha
Tebd, Tak ToT4ac onos3Hana, YTo Tbl MOEro goma rocTb,
XenaHHbIA roCTb U HEJApPOM K Ham Hanpocwuncs; 3a TO
nontobnto, YTo, Korga rmaguvilb, TBOM rnasa nbdaT 1 Npo
cepaue TBOe roBOPAT, U KOrga CKaxyT YTo, Tak s ToT4ac
»xe 000 BceMm, YTO HM ecTb B Tebe, 3Hato, 1 3a TO Tebe
XW3Hb OTA4AaTb XOYETCHA Ha TBO N060BL, 4OOPYHO BOSHOLL-
Ky, 3aTeM, 4TO cnagko 6bITb 1 pabbliHEN TOMY, Ybe cepaLe



Halna... Aa Xu3Hb-TO MOSI HE MOSl, @ YyXXasi, U BOSOLL-
ka cBa3aHa! CecTpuuy X Bo3bMU U caMm Byab MHe 6par,
N MEeHs B CBOE cepaue Npumu, Koraa onsaTb TOCKa, 3nas
HeMo4b HanageT Ha MeHs; TONbKO caM caenawn Tak, YTob
MHE CTbla He 6bI10 K Tebe NpuxoauTb 1 ¢ To6oM AoNryto
HOYb, Kak Tenepb, Npocnaetb. Crbiwan MeHA? OTKpbI
nn MHe cepaue csoe? Baan nu B pasym, 4to 9 Tebe roeo-
puna?.. — OHa xoTena eLe 4YTO-To cKasaTb, B3rnsiHyna Ha
Hero, NONOXmna Ha Ne4vyo emy CBOK PYKY U, HAKOHeL, B
beccunuu npunana K rpyau ero. [onoc ee 3amep B cygo-
POXXHOM, CTPACTHOM pblAaHuK, rpyab BONHOBanach rny-
60oKO, 1 NNUO BCMbIXHYNO, Kak 3apsi BEYEPHSIS.

— >KusHb mos! — npowenTtan OpAbIHOB, Y KOTOPOro 3pe-
HWe NOMYTUIOCH U AyX 3aHancs. — Pagoctb Mosi! — roBo-
pWUI OH, HE 3HasA CINOB CBOMX, HE MOMHS1 UX, HE NMOHUMAas
cebs, Tpenewa, YT06 OAHUM OYHOBEHMEM HE paspyLUNTb
obasHusA, He paspyLwnTb BCEro, YTo 6bIN0 C HAM M 4TO
CKOpee OH MpuUHMMan 3a BUaeHue, Yem 3a AENCTBUTESb-
HOCTb: Tak OTyMaHunocb Bce nepeg HUM! — A He 3Halto,
He NoHMmato Tebs, 1 He MOMHIO, YTO Tbl MHEe Ternepb ro-
BOpWna, pasym TYCKHEET MOW, CEpALE HOET B rpyau, Bna-
Abl4mua mosi!..

TyT ronoc ero onAtb npecekcst ot BonHeHns. OHa Bce
Kpen4ye, Bce Tennee, ropsyee npwxmmanacb k Hemy. OH
npuBCTan C MecTa W, yXe He caepxuBas cebs Gonee,
pas3butbin, obeccuneHHbI BOCTOProM, yran Ha KOSIEHMW.



PbloaHusa cygopoxHo, ¢ 60nbto npopBanuch, HAKOHEL, U3
rpyam ero, n NpobumeLLMACA NPSMO U3 cepaua rosioc 3a-
Apoxar, Kak CTpyHa, OT BCel NONMHOTbI HEBE4OMOro BOC-
TOopra n bnaxeHcTBa.

— KTO Tbl, KTO Tbl, pogHasi MOA? OTKyda Tbl, MOS rO-
nybywka? — roBopusi OH, CUNACb NOAABUTL CBOWU pblaa-
Hus. — 13 kakoro Heba Tkl B Mou Hebeca 3anetena? Tou-
HO COH KPYrom MeHsi; 1 BepuTb B Tebsa He mory. He yko-
P MEHS... Aan MHEe roBopuTb, AanW MHE BCe, BCE CKa-
3aTb Tebe!l.. A gonro xoten roBopuTb... KTO Tbl, KTO Thl,
pagocTb Moda?.. Kak Tbl Hawna moe cepaue? Pacckaxu
MHe, OaBHO N Tbl cecTpuua moa?.. Pacckaxmn MmHe Bce
npo cebs, rae Tl 6bIa 40 CMX NOP, — pacCKaXku, Kak 3Ba-
N MECTO, rae Tbl XKWUna, YTo Thl TaM Nonduna cHavana,
Yyem paga 6bina n o Yem TockoBana?.. bbin nu Tam Tenen
BO34YyX, YNCTO N1 HEBO BbINo?.. kTo Tebe BbinNn Munble,
KTO ntobunum 1ebst 4O MEHS, K KOMY TaM BNepBbIE TBOS AY-
Wa 3anpocunack?.. beina nb y Teba matb pogHas, U oHa
nb TE0A ANTATEN nenesana, Unu, Kak s, oAuHOKas, Tbl Ha
XM3Hb orngaHynacbk? Ckaxu MHe, Bcerga nb Tbl bbina Ta-
koBa? YTo cCHUOCbL, O Yem ragana Tbl Bnepea, 4To cobl-
nocb N 4YTO He cOblnock y Tebsa — Bce CKkaxu... Mo Kom
3aHbINO NepBbLIN pa3 TBOE AeBMYbE CeEpALe U 3a YTO Thl
ero otgana? Cka)u, 4To e MHe oTaaTb Tebe 3a Hero,
4YTO MHe oTaaTtb Tebe 3a T1eba?.. Ckaxn MHe, nodyLuKa,
CBET MOW, CECTPULLA MOS, CKaXXM MHE, YEM XXe MHe TBoe



cepaue HaxuTb?..

TyT ronoc ero cHoBa UCCSK, U OH CKITOHWUI ronosy. Ho
Korga nogHsan rnasa, To HeMOW yXKac oneaeHuns ero BCero
pa3oM 1 BOSOChI BCTanu AbibomM Ha rofioBe €ero.

KatepuHa cupgena 6negHas, kak nonotHo. OHa Heno-
ABWXHO CMOTpena B BO3ayX, rybbl ee 6b1IM CUHU, KaK Y
MepPTBOW, U rnasa 3aBOSIOKNNCb HEMOW, My4YUTENBHON MY-
kon. OHa mMeaneHHo npuscTana, CTynuna gsa wwara u c
NPOH3NTENbHLIM BOMNeM ynana npeg obpasom... OTpbl-
BUCTbl€ HECBSA3HbIE CINOBa BblpblBannch U3 rpyam ee. OHa
nuwwunacb 4yBcTB. OpAblHOB, BECb MOTPACEHHbBIN CTpa-
XOM, NOOHAN €e N OOHEeC OO0 CBOEN KpoBaTU; OH CTOSAS
Hag Heto, He NOMHSA cebsa. CnycTa MUHYTY OHa OTKpbIna
rnasa, npunogHsinacb Ha NOCTeNu, OCMoTpesiacb Kpyrom
n cxeatmna ero pyky. OHa npuenekna ero kK cebe, cunu-
nacb YTO-TO NpoLlenTaTb Bce elle bnegHbiMn rybamm, HO
rofioc Bce eule nameHan en. HakoHew oHa paspasunach
rpagioM Cres; ropsidame Kansm X noXosO4eBLUYO PYKY
OpAabliHoBa.

— Tarkeno, TSXeno MHe Tenepb, Yac MOU NPUXOAUT No-
cnegHun! — nporoBopuna oHa, HakoHeLl,, TOCKysi B 6e3Bbl-
XOOHOW MYyKe.

OHa cununachb elle 4To-To NPOroBOpPUTb, HO KOCTEHE-
NbIA A3bIK €€ HEe MOr NPOU3HECTN HK ogHoro cnoea. C oT-
YasiHneM rnsgena oHa Ha OpabliHOBA, HE NOHMMAaBLLEro
ee. OH HarHyncs K Hen bnvxe n Bcnywwusancs... Hako-



Hel, OH ycriblLar, Kak oHa npowlenTarna SBCTBEHHO:
— A ncnopyeHa, MeHsa ucnopTunn, Noryonnn meHs!
OpAablHOB NOAHAN ronoBy M C AUKAM U3YyMIIEHUEM

B3rnsiHyn Ha Hee. Kakasi-To 6e3006pa3Hasi MbICib MeSbK-

Hyna B yme ero. KatepuHa Buaena cygopoxHoe, 6ones-

HEeHHoe cXaTune ero nuua.

— [a! ncnoptunu, — npogorkana oHa, — MeHsi UCnop-
TUI 31101 YenoBekK, — OH, norybutens mon!.. A gywy emy
npogana... 3a4yem, 3a4em 06 pogHOM Tbl NOMSIHYN? YTO
Tebe Obino Myuntb MeHA? bor Tebe, 6or Tebe cyabsl..

Uepes MMHYTY OHa 3annakana; cepgue OpabiHoBa 6u-
NOCb U HbISTO B CMEPTHOM TOCKE.

— OH roBopuT, — WenTana oHa caepXuBaembiM, Ta-
WHCTBEHHbLIM rOflIOCOM, — YTO Korga yMpeT, TO npuiaet
3a MOeW rpeLuHon ayuwon... A ero, 1 emy AyLion npoaa-
nacb... OH My4nn MeHsl, OH MHe B KHuUrax uutan... Ha,
CMOTPU, CMOTPU ero kHury! BoT ero kHura. OH roBopwuT,
4YTO A caernana cMepTHbIn rpex... CMoTpu, CMOTpM. ..

W oHa nokasbiBana emy kHury; OpablHOB He 3aMeTun,
OTKyAa B3snacb oHa. OH MawnHanbLHO B34n ee, BCIO Nn-
CaHHYI0, KaK IPEBHMNE PACKOITbHNUYbU KHUMN, KOTOPbIE eMY
yaasarnocb npexae snaetb. Ho Tenepb OH Obin He B cu-
nax cCMOTpPeTb U COCPeaoTOYMTb BHUMaHME CBOE Ha YeM-
HWByab apyroM. Knura Bbinana u3 pyk ero. OH Tuxo 06-
Human KatepuHy, cTapascb NPUBECTU €€ B pasyM.

— NonHo, nonHo! — roBopun oH. — Tebs ucnyranu; s ¢



TOOOI; OTOOXHU CO MHOK, poaHasi, NMoboBb MOs, CBET
momn!

— Tbl HE 3HaeWwb HWYero, Huyero! — roBopuna oHa,
Kpenko cxumas ero pyku. — A Takasa scergal.. A Bce 60-
tocb... [onHo, NnonHo Tebe MeHa MyumnTb!..

— 4 Toraa K HeMy uay, — Hayana oHa Yepes MUHYTY, ne-
peBoas Ayx. — MIHon pas oH NpoCTO CBOMMU ClioBaMn Me-
HSA 3aroBapuBaeT, apyron pa3 6epeT CBOK KHUTY, CaMyto
Gonblyto, n YnTtaeT Hago MHon. OH Bce rpo3Hoe, Cypo-
Boe Takoe untaet! A He 3Halo, 4YTo, U NOHMMAaKD HE BCS-
KOe CrnoBoO; HO MeHs1 BepeT cTpax, 1 Korga st BCrnyLmBa-
IOCb B €ro ronoc, To CfIOBHO 3TO HE OH rOBOPWT, a KTO-TO
Apyron, HegobpbIn, KOrO HUYEM HE YMSAMYULLD, HAYEM HE
3aMOsnuLLb, N TAXKENO-TSHKENO CTaHeT Ha cepgue, roput
OHO... Tshkenen, Yem koraa HadymHanacbh Tocka!

— He xoau k Hemy! 3adeMm xe Tbl XoOuUlb K HEMY? —
rosopun OpabIHOB, eaBa CO3HaBasi CrioBa CBOM.

— 3ayem 4 k Tebe npuwna? Cnpocu — Toxe He 3Hato. ..
A OH MHe BCe roBopuT: Monucb, monuce! VIHon pas s
BCTal0 B TEMHYIO HOYb M MOSIOCb OO0, NO LernbiM Ya-
caM; 4aCcTo MU COH MEHSI KITOHUT; HO CTpax Bce ByauT, Bce
OyauT MeHS, 1 MHe BCe YyauTCs Toraa, Y4To rpo3a Kpyrom
MeHS cobupaeTcsi, YTO Xydo MHe ByaeT, UTO pa3opByT U
3aTep3aloT MeHsi Hegobpble, YTO He 3aMONNTb MHe yrog-
HUKOB M YTO HE CNacyT OHW MeHs OT JitoToro ropd. Bes
AyLla paspblBaeTCA, CFIOBHO pacnasTbCs BCe TENo Xo4eT



oT cnes... TyT g oNsaTb CTaHy MOMUTBLCS, U MOMKOCb, U MO-
nocb 40 ToW nopbl, Noka Bnageumua He NOCMOTPUT Ha
MEHS1 C MKOHbI NtoboBHee. Torga 4 BCTal U OTXOXY Ha
COH, Kak ybutasa; MHOM pa3 u 3acHy Ha Nnosy, Ha KONeHsX
npeg MkoHown. Torga, CnyyuTcs, OH NPOCHETCH, NoA30BEeT
MEHS, HAQYHET MeHs ronybuTb, nackatb, yTelwaTb, U Torga
Y)K MHE W1 fnerye cTaHOBUTCS, U Npuan xoTb Kakasa 6eaa,
1 yX C HUM He 6otocb. OH BnacTeH! Bennko ero crnoso!

— Ho kakas xe 6ena, kakas x 6ega y 1eba?.. — N Op-
AbIHOB NNoMan pyku B OTYasHUMW.

KaTtepuHa ctpawHo nobnegHena. OHa cmoTpena Ha
Hero, Kak NpUroBopeHHasi K CMepTn, He Yasa NoMuIoBa-
HUS.

— MeHa?.. a9 noYb NpoknaTas, g aywerybka; MeHa MaTb
npoknsana! A pogHyto matb 3arybunal..

OpabiHoB 6e3monBHO 00HAN ee. OHa TpeneTHoO npwu-
Xanacb kK HeMy. OH 4YyBCTBOBaI1, Kak CygopOXHas OPOXb
npoberara no Bcemy ee Terny, 1, Kasarnocs, yLua ee pac-
cTaBarnacb C TENom.

— 51 ee B Cbipyto 3eMni0 3apbifa, — roBopuna oHa BCs
B TPeBOre CBOMX BOCMOMMWHAHUN, BCS B BUOEHUSAX CBOe-
ro 6e3Bo3BpaTHO npoLlewero, — 9 AaBHO XOoTeria roBo-
pPUTb, OH BCE 3aKa3sblBasli MHE MOSIEHMEM, YKOPOM U CI10-
BOM FHEBMMBBLIM, @ NOPOK CaM Ha MEHS e NOAbIMET TOC-
Ky MO, TOMHO MOW Bpar 1 cynoctar. A MHe BCe — KakK
N Tenepb HOYbIO — BCE NMPUXOANUT Ha yM... Cnywan, cny-



wawn! 310 AaBHO yxe 6bINo, 0O4eHb AABHO, 9 N HE NMOMHIO
Koraa, a Bce Kak byaTo B4epa nepeao MHOK, CFIOBHO COH
BYEpALLHWI, YTO cocarn MHe cepaue BCH HOYb. Tocka Ha-
ABoe Bpemsi AnuHHUT. Caab, caab 34eCb BO3Ne MEHS: A
BCe MOe rope Tebe pacckaxy; paspasn MeHs1, MPOKNATYIO,
NPOKNATUEM MaTEPHUM... A Tebe XM3Hb Moo Npeato. ..

OpAablHOB XOTeNn 0OCTaHOBUTbL €€, HO OHa CroXuna py-
Kn, Mmonsa ero ntoboBb Ha BHUMaHWE, U NOTOM CHOBA, eLle
c 6onblen TpeBoron Havana rosoputb. Pacckas ee 6bin
beccBsas3eH, B crioBax crnblwanacb 0ypsa gyleBHas, HO
OpAablHOB BCe NOHMMar, 3aTeM YTO XM3Hb ee cTana ero
XU3HWIO, rope ee — ero ropem, 1 3aTem YTo Bpar ero yxe
BbSBb CTOSAN nepen HMM, BONOLWArcsa U poc nepes H1Um
B KaXkOM €€ CrioBe U Kak 0yaTo C HEUCTOLLMMOWN CUITON
AaBun ero cepaue v pyrancs Hag ero 3nob6on. Kposb ero
BOfIHOBanach, 3anveana cepgue v nytana Mbicnun. 3non
cTapuk ero cHa (B ato Bepun OpabiHOB) 6bin BbSABb Ne-
pes HUM.

— BoT Takas xe Houyb b6binia, — Havyana rosopuTb Ka-
TepuHa, — TONbKO rPO3Hee, 1 BETEP BbIS MO HalleMmy ne-
CY, KaK HMKOraa elle He ygaBarnocb MHE Chnbllath... Uniu
VX B 9Ty HOYb Hayanacb nornbens mos! Nog Hawmm ok-
HOM oy© CnoMuIo, a K HaM NPUXoAUT CTapbli, Ceaon cTa-
PUK HULLINIA, 1 OH TOBOPMUT, YTO eLLle MarnbiM ANTEN NOMHUN
aTOT Ay6 1 4TO OH BbIN TaKOM Xe, Kak u Toraa, Korga Be-
Tep ocunun ero... B aTy Xe HOYb — Kak Tenepb BCE NOM-



Hi0! — y oTua 6apku Ha peke Bypen pa3buno, n oH, XOTb U
HEeMO4Yb NloMarna ero, noexan Ha MecTo, KaK TOfIbKO Mpu-
Gexanun K Ham Ha 3aBop, pblbakn. Mbl ¢ MaTyLLKOM cuaenu
OOHMW, A Apemarna, oHa 06 YeMm-TO rpycTuna n ropbko nna-
Kana... ga, g 3Hana o 4yem! OHa TonbKo YTO XBOpana, obi-
na 6neaHa v BCce roBopuna MHe, Ytob s en caBaH rotoBu-
na... Bapyr cnbiweH B NOMHOYb CTYK Y BOPOT; i BCKOYU-
na, KpoBb 3anuna MHe cepgue; maTyllka BCKPUKHyNa...
S1 He B3rnsiHyna Ha Hee, a1 6osnack, B3dna gpoHapb, no-
lwna cama otnuMparb BOpoTa... JT0 6bin oH! MHe cTarno
CTpaLUHO, 3aTeM YTO MHE Bcerga CTpallHO Obifo, Kak OH
NpUXoann, N ¢ camoro AeTcTBa Tak bbino, kKak ToNbKo na-
MSTb BO MHe poaunack! Y Hero Torga ewle He Obino be-
noro Bonoca; bopoaa ero 6bina, kKak cMorb, YepHa, rnasa
ropenu, CIIOBHO YIIK, U HX pa3y 40 TOW NOpbl OH NAcKOBO
Ha MeHs He B3rnsaHyn. OH cnpocun: «Joma nu maTtb?» H
3aTBOPSA KanuTky, rOBOpto, YTO «oTua HeTy gomax». OH
cKasan: «3Hal» U BOPYr MsHYN Ha MEeHs, TaK rMsHyn. ..
nepBbI pa3 OH TakK MMsaen Ha MeHd. A wna, a oH Bce
CTOUT. «YTO Tbl HEe naewb?» — «ymy gymato». Mbl yXx B
CBETENKY BCXOAMM. «A 3a4eM Tbl CKasana, 4To oTua HeTy
AoMa, Korga e cnpaiuvearn, goMa nv Matb?» A monuy...
Matywka obmepna — kK Hemy 6pocunachk. .. OH Yy Tb B3rMs-
Hyn, — 5 Bce Buaena. OH 6bii1 BeCb MOKpPbIN, U34POrLLUMWIAL
Oypsi rHana ero ABaguaTb BEPCT, — a OTKyAa W rae oH bbl-
BaET, HM 4, HU MaTyLlKa HMKOrg4a He 3Hanu; Mbl €ro yx



AEBATb Heaenb He BUaanu... bpocun wanky, CKUHyn py-
KaBuLbl — 0bpa3amM He MONUTCS, XO039eBaM He KITaHAEeTCA
— Cceny orHs...

KaTepuHa npoBena pykow no nuuy, Kak byaro 4To-To
rHeso 1 4aBuIio ee, HO Yepes MUHYTY ONATb NOAHANA ro-
NoBY M ONATb Havana:

— OH cTan ¢ marepbo roBopuTb no-tatapcku. Matb
ymena, a He noHnMana Hv crnosa. [ipyrou pas, Kak oH npu-
X04un, MeHs oTcbinanu; a Tenepb MaTb POAHOMY OETULLY
CnoBa ckasaTb He nocmeria. HeuncTbln Kynu Moo ayLuy,
n 51, cama cebe xBansicb, CMoTperia Ha MaTyLuKy. Buxy, Ha
MEHS CMOTPSAT, 060 MHE roBOPST; OHa CTana nnakaTtb; BuU-
XY, OH 32 HOX XBaTaeTCH, a YK He OAWH pas, C HeJaBHero
BPEMEHMU, OH NPU MHE 3a HOX XBaTarcs, Korga ¢ MaTepbto
roBopun. A Bctana u cxeatunacbh 3a ero nosic, xotena y
Hero HoX ero BblpBaTb HEYNCTbIA. OH CKpUNHYN 3y6amu,
BCKPUKHYIT 1 XOTEN MEHs1 OTOUTbL — B rpyab yaapwn, ga He
OTTONMKHYN. A gymana, TyT 1 ympy, rnasa 3aBoSioKmo, na-
Aato HaseMb — Aa He BCKpUKHyna. CMOTPHO, CKOSTbKO CUn
ObIN10 BUAETb, CHUMAET OH MOSAC, 3aCy4YnBaET PYKY, KOTO-
poun yaapun MeHsl, HOX BbIHUMAET, MHe fAaeT: «Ha, pexb
ee NpoYdb, HaTelbCa HaZ HEW, BO CKONbKO 0buabl Moen K
Tebe 6bIN0o, a g, ropabliv, 3aTo 40 3eMn TeBE NOKITOHIOCHY.
A HOX OTNOXuna: KpoBb MEHSI AYLUMTb Ha4vana, Ha Hero
He rmsHyna, NOMHI0, yCMexHynach, ryd He pasxumas, na
NPAMO MaTyLLKe B NevasribHble 041 CMOTPHO, (PO3HO CMOT-



pto, a y camou cMex ¢ ryb He cxoguT 6eccTblgHbIN; a MaTb
cngut bnegHas, mepTteasi...

OpAOblHOB C  HanpsbKeHHbIM  BHMMaHMEM  chylian
HECBSA3HbIN pacckas; HO Mario-nomarny TpeBora ee CTUX-
na Ha nepBOM MOPbLIBE; peyb cTana MoKOMHee; BOCMO-
MWHaHUS YBNEKN COBCEM BEOHYI0 XXEHLLUUHY 1 pa3bunm
TOCKY €€ No BCeMy cBoeMy 6e30peXHOMY MOpIO.

— OH B35S WWANKy He KNnaHasch. A onaTb B3sina oHapb
ero nNpoBoXaTb, BMECTO MaTyLUKWN, KOTOpad, X0Tb 60sib-
Hasi cuaena, a xotena 3a HUM uatu. Jownu Mbl ¢ HAM A0
BOPOT: s MOMNYY, KannTKy emy oTBopuna, cobak nporHana.
CMOTPIO — CHAMAET OH Luanky U MHe MoKMoH. Buxy, naet
K cebe 3a nasyxy, BbIHUMAET KOPOOOK KpacCHbIN, cadbsiH-
HbIW, 3a4BWXKKY OTBOAWUT;, CMOTPLO: BypMuLkmne 3epHa —
MHE Ha MOKIIOH. «ECTb, roBOpUT, Y MEHA B NpUropoabe
KpacaBuua, en Be3 Ha MOKIMOH, Aa He K Hen 3aBe3; BO3b-
MW, KpacHas aeBsuua, norenen CBOK KpacoTy, XOTb HOIOM
pacTtonyn, oa Bo3bMny». A B3ana, a Horom TonTatb HE XO-
Tena, YecTn MHOro He XOoTena AaBaTb, a B3sna, Kak exna-
Ha, He ckasana Hu croBa Ha 4To. [lpuwna n noctasmna
Ha cTon nepen Martepbto — ans Toro n 6pana. Pogumas
C MUHYTY Mofn4ana, Bcs, Kak nnaTtok, 6ena, rosopuTtb Co
MHOW crioBHO 6outca. «YT10 X 910, Kata?» A g oTBevalo:
«Tebe, pogHas, Kynew npuHocun, s He Begato». CMOTpIo,
Yy HEeW cnesbl BblgaBUNnCh, Ayx 3axeatuno. «He mHe, Ka-
TS; HE MHe, AoYKa 3Mas, He MHey. [TOMHI0, Tak ropbKo, Tak



ropbko CKasana, CfloBHO BCHO AyLly Bbinnakana. A rnasa
nogHsina, xotena en B HOrm BpocuUTbCA, Aa BAPYr OKasiH-
HbIN noackasan: «Hy, He Tebe, BepHO BaTioLke; emy ne-
penam, Konb BOPOTUTCS; CKaxy: Kynubl 6binun, ToBap no-
3abbinun...» TyT Kak BCnnayveT oHa, pogHas Mos... «A ca-
Ma CKaxy, 4TO 3a Kynubl Npuesxanu u 3a Kakum ToBapom
npuexanu... Y s1 cKaxy emy, Ybs Tbl 40Yb, 6€33aKOHHK-
ua! Tel )xe He OoYb MHE Tenepb, Tbl MHE 3Mes NOAKOS04-
Hasa! Tbl geTuwe moe npoknsatoe!» A mondy, crnesbl He
nayT y meHs... ax! cnoBHO BCce BO MHe BbiMepno... [1o-
wna a kK cebe B CBETNNLY N BCIO-TO HOYEHbLKY Bypto npo-
cnywana ga nog 6ypen cBom MbICnun cnarana.

A mexay TeM nNATb AEH Npowsio. BoT BBeyepy npmes-
XaeT yepes nNaTb AEH BaTiowKa, XMypbI U rPO3HbIN, Aa
HEeEMO4b-TO Aoporon cnomuna ero. CMOTpPIo, pyKa y Hero
noapsizaaHa; CMeKHyna s, YTo 4opory emy Bpar ero nepe-
LLen; a Bpar Toraa yToMuIl ero h HEMOYb Hacnan Ha Hero.
3Hana 1 ToXe, KTO ero Bpar, Bce 3Hana. C maTyLLKOW CIo-
Ba HEe MOSBUI, NPO MEHSI HE CMpPOCUI, BCEX Noaen co-
3Barsl, 3aBoj OCTaHOBUTb NpuKasan n oM OT Xy4oro rna-
3a bepeyb. A noyyana cepguem B TOT Yac, 4YTo goma y
Hac He3opoBO. BOT Xxaem, npoLuna HoYb, ToXe DypHas,
BblOXKHas!, U TpeBora MHe B aywy 3anana. Otesopuna s
OKHO — rOpu1T NIMLIO, NMayyT 04N, XOKET cepaLe HeYroMOH-
HOe; cama Kak B OrHe: Tak U XOYETCHA MHE BOH U3 CBETNN-
Ubl, Janblue, Ha Kpawn cBeTa, rae MoSoHbs U Bypa poasaT-



ca. [pyab Most 4eBUYbA XOAEHEM XOAUT. .. BOPYT, YK N034-
HO — 4 KaK 6yaTo B3gpeMHyrna, uib TyMaH MHe Ha ayLly
3anan, pasym CMyTur, — Chblwy, CTy4aT B OKHO: «OTBO-
pul» CMOTpIo, YENOBEK B OKHO MO BepeBKke BCkapabkan-
ca. A ToT4yac y3Hana, KTo B roCTu noxarosar, oTBopuna
OKHO M BNyCTUIIa ero B CBETNULY CBOK OANHOKYHO. A Obin
oH! Wankn He cHan, cen Ha naeky, 3anbixancs, ene ayx
nepeBoOANT, CNOBHO NOroHs 6oina. A ctana B yron n cama
3Halo, Kak Bca nobnegHena. «[loma otey?» — «[Joma». —
«A mMaTb?» — «[Joma n maTtb». — «Mon4yn xe Tenepb; Crbl-
wnwb!» — «Cnpiwy». — «410?» — « CBUCT NOA OKHOM!» —
«Hy, xo4elwb Tenepb, KpacHasa aesuua, ¢ Heapyra rorno-
BY CHATb, OaTHOLLKY POAMMOrO KIMKHYTb, OyLIY MO 3ary-
6uTb? V3 TBOEN AeBUYbEN BONU HE BbINAyY; BOT U BepeB-
Ka, BSXKW, KOSM cepaue BenuT 3a ob1ay CBOK 3acTynnTb-
cs». A mondy. «4To X? npoMonBsun, pagocTb MoA?» — «Ye-
ro Tebe HY>XHO?» — «A HY>XHO MHe Bopora yxoguTb, C CTa-
pon nodon nogobpy-no3qopoBy NPOCTUTLCH, a HOBOW,
MOJSIO0M, KakK Tbl, KpaCHOWN aAeBuue, OYyLOWN MOKNOHUTb-
cd...» A 3acmeqanacs; n cama He 3Hatlo, Kak ero Heymcras
peyb B Moe cepaue gowna. «[ycTun X MeHs, kpacHaa ae-
BUUA, NPOrynsaTbCs BHU3, CBOE cepAue n3sedartb, Xo3sie-
BaM MOKMOH OTHECTM». A BCst APOXY, CTy4dy 3yGom 00 3y0,
a cepgLue CroBHO Xene3o KaneHoe. [lowna, aBepb eMmy
oTBOpWna, BNycTuna B 4OM, TOSIbKO Ha Nopore 4yepes cu-
ny npomonsuna: «Ha BoT! BO3bMM CBOM 3epHa 1 He apu



MEHS1 APYron pas HuMKorga», — n cama emy Kopobok BO-
cnep 6pocuna.

TyT KaTtepuHa ocTaHOBMNacb NepeBecTn OyX; OHa TO
B3Aparveana, Kak nucT, n bnegHena, To KPOBb BCxoauna
el B rofioBy, 1 TeNepb, Korga oHa OCTaHOBMUIACh, LLEKU
ee nbinanu orHem, rnasa bnucranu ckBo3b cresbl, U Ts-
Xenoe, NpepbIBUCTOE AblxaHue konebano rpyab ee. Ho
BAPYr OHa onsaTb nobneaHena, v ronoc ee ynan, 3agpo-
aB TPEBOXHO U FPYCTHO.

— Torga a octanacbk ogHa, n 6yaTo Bypsi MEHS Kpyrom
obxBatuna. Bapyr cnblwly KpUK, Crbllwy, 0o ABOPY Noau
A0 3aBofa GeryT, cnblwy rosop: «3asog roput». A npu-
Tamnacb, U3 goma Bce ybexanu; octanacb 9 ¢ maTyLu-
KOW. 3Hana §1, YTO OHa C >XM3HbKD pacCcTaeTcd, TpeTbu
CYTKM Ha CMEPTHOW NOCTENN NEXNUT, 3Hana s, OKasHHas
Aoyb!.. Bapyr cnblwy KpyK Nog Moen ceBeTnuvuen, cnaboin,
CNoBHO pebeHOK BCKPUKHYI, KOraa BO CHE UCMyraeTcs,
N NOTOM BCe 3aTuxmo. A 3agyna ceedvy, cama fnegeHeto,
3aKpblnacb pykamu, rmsaHyTb 00wcb. Bapyr crnbiwy Kpuk
noasie MeHs, crbilwy, ¢ 3aBofa noam 6eryT. A B OKHO cBe-
cvnacb: BUXY, HECYT BaTHOLLKy MepTBOro, Cribilly, roBO-
pAT Mex coboto: «OcTynuncs, ¢ NecTHUUbl B KOTeN pac-
KaneHHbIN ynarn; 3HaTb, HEYUCTbIN €ro Tyaa NOATONKHYNY.
A npyvnana, Ha NocTenb; XAy, cama BCA 3aMepra u He
3Hato, Yero 1 KOoro xaana; TONbKO TSKENo Yy MeHd Obino
B 9TOT Yac. He NOMHIO, CKONbLKO Xaana; NoOMHI0, YTO Me-



HA BAPYr BCHO KOMbIXaTb Ha4yano, rofloBe TSKeno crarno,
rnasa Bblegano AbIMOM; U paga bbina 4, 4to 6nmnaka mos
rmbene! BApyr, Crbiwly, KTO-TO MEHS 3a Nnreyn noabIMaerT.
CMOTPpIO, CKOMbKO MMSAEeTb MOry: OH BECb ONaneHHbIn, n
KadpTaH ero, ropsi4mMm Ha oLynb, ObIMUTCS.

«3a ToboK npuwlen, KpacHasa OeBuua; yBOAW X MEHS
oT 6enbl, kKak npexae Ha 6eny HaBoauna; AyLwy CBOHK S
3a 1ebs crybun. He oTMONNTb MHE 3TOM HOYM NPOKNATON!
Pa3Be Bmecte 6yaem monutbcsa!» Cmeancs oH, 3non ve-
nosek! «[Tokaxku, roBOPUT, Kak MPONTKN, YTOO HE MUMO Jto-
aen'» A B3dana ero 3a pyky n nosena 3a cobon. MNpownu
Mbl KOPMAOP — CO MHOW KNto4vn Bbinu — oTBOpUNa s ABEPb
B KMaJoBYIO 1 NoKa3sana emMy Ha OKHO. A OKHO Halle B caj
BbIxoamno. OH cXBaTuU MEHSA HA MOry4me pyku, ObHAN n
BbIMPbIFHY CO MHOK BOH M3 OKHa. Mbl nobexanu ¢ HUm
pyka B pyky, gonro 6exanu. CMOTpuM, ryCTon, TEMHbIN
nec. OH ctan cnywatb: «[loroHs, KaTs, 3a Hamu! noro-
HS 3@ HaMW, KpacHasa AeBuua, 4a He B 3TOT Yac HaM Xu-
BOTblI cBOM nonoxuTb! MNouenyn MeHsa, kpacHas gesvua,
Ha nboBb Ja Ha Be4Hoe cyacTbe!» — «A oT4yero y Tebs
PYKM B KpoBU?» — «Pykn B KpoBKn, MO poaumasn? a Ba-
Wwmnx cobak nopesan; pasnasnncb 60ONbHO Ha No3gHero
rocts. NMongem!» Mbl onatb nobexanu; BManMm, Ha Tpo-
NMHKe 6aTIOLWKUH KOHb, Y34y nepepBarn, N3 KOHIOLWHM Bbl-
Gexan; 3HaTb, eMy ropeTb He xoTtenocbk! «Caguck, Kars,
co MmHon! bor Haw Ham nomoyb nocnan!» A monyy. «Anb



He XovelWwb? 9 BeOb HE HEXPUCTb KaKOW, HE HEYUCTLIN; BOT
nepeKpeLLyCb, KON Xo4eLlby, U TYT OH KPECT MOMOXUIT.
A cena, npwxanacb K HEMY 1 3abblniacb COBCEM Y HEro
Ha rpyam, CIIOBHO COH KaKOW HaLLern Ha MEeHS, a KaK O4YHY-
nacb, BUXY, CTOUM Y LLUMPOKON-LLUMPOKON pekun. OH cres,
MEHSI C NTOWaAn CHAN 1 nowlen B TPOCTHMK: TaM OH 104Ky
cBolo 3aTaun. Mbl yx cagunuce. «Hy, npowan, 0obpbin
KOHb, CTynam 4O HOBOrO X035iMHa, a cTapble Bce Tebs no-
kngatT!» A 6pocmnack K KOHIO BaTHOLLKNHY 1 KPEnkKo Ha
pasnyky obHana ero. [MoTom Mbl cenu, OH Becna B34,
U MMrom ctano Ham 6eperoB He Bugatb. M korga ctano
HamMm GeperoB He BMAaTb, CMOTPIO, OH BEcna CIoXun, un
Kpyrom, no Bcen Boge OCMOTPESICS.

«34paBCTBYN, NPOMONBWI, MaTyLulKa, bypHas peyYeHb-
Ka, boxbemy ntogy nounuua, a most kopmunuua! Cka-
Xun-ka, 6eperna nb Tbl Moe O6po 6e3 MeHs, Lenbl MNb To-
Bapbl Mou!» A Monyy, 04n Ha rpyab ONyCTUNa; NMUO CTbl-
JOM, KaK nonbiMem, nbiweT. A OoH: «YX 1 Bce 6 Tbl B3s-
na, 6ypHas, HeHacbITHas!, a gana 6 MHe obeT bepedb 1
nenesaTb XeM4Yy>XMHY MOK MHOrOLEHHYI! YPOHUM X XOTb
CNOBEYKO, KpacHasa gesuua, npocusn B Gypro COMHUEM,
pa3roHn CBETOM TEMHYIO HOuYb!» [OBOpPUT, a cam ycmexa-
€TCs; XKIMo ero cepaue rno MHe, Aa yCMeLLUKM ero, Co CTbl-
Aa, MHe CTepneTb HE XOTEeN0Cb; XOTENOCh CII0BO CKa3artb,
Aa cpobena, cmonyana. «Hy, nH 6biTb Tak!» — oTBEeYaeT
OH Ha MO aymy pobkyto, roBopuT 6yaTo ¢ ropsi, camoro



ByaTo rope 6epert. «3HaTb, C CUIbl HUYETO HE BO3bMELLb.
bor e ¢ Tobon, cnecuas, ronybuua mos, KpacHasa ge-
Buua! BuaHo, cunbHa Ko MHe TBOSI HEHABUCTb, UMb YK Tak
He ntobo A TBOMM CBETNbLIM O4aM NpurngaHyncsa». Cnywa-
na s, u 3N0 MeHs B350, 310 ¢ NbBM B35MN0; 9 cepaue
ocununa, npomonsuna: «J1to6 nnb He Nb Tbl NpuLLenca
MHe, 3HaTb, HE MHe NpPO TO 3HaTb, a, BEPHO, APYrON Kakowm
HepasyMHOW, 6ecCTbiKen, YTO CBETNMLY CBOIO AEBUYbLIO B
TEMHYI0 HOYb OM030puUna, 3a CMEPTHbIN Fpex AyLly CBOK
npogana fa cepfua CBoero He caepxarna 6e3ymHoro; aa
3HaTb NpO TO, BEPHO, MOMM FOPHOYNM cCrie3amMm ga ToMy,
KTO Yy>kon 6e0m BOPOBCKN NOXBANAETCH, Ha4 AEBUYbUM
cepauem Hacmexaetca!» Ckasana, ga He cTepnena, 3a-
nnakana... OH nomon4yan, NornNs4en Ha MeHs Tak, 4To 1,
Kak nucT, 3agpoxana. «Cnywan xe, — roBOpuT MHe, —
KpacHas gesuua, — a y camoro YyaHo OYWU FOpsiT, — He
npasgHoe CrioBO CKaxy, a Aam Tebe Benvkoe CroBo: Ha
CKONbKO CYaCTbA MHe nofapuilb, Ha CTONbKO Oyay u S
Tebe rocnoanH, a HeB3NOOWLLIL KOraa — 1 He FOBOPMU, CIOB
He pPOHSIN, He TPyaAuCb, a ABUHb TONbKO BPOBLID CBOEN
cob0onNnHO, NOBEAN YEPHBLIM NAa3oM, MU3NHLEM OOHUM
LeBenbHN, 1 oTaam Tebe Ha3a NtoboBb TBOKO C 30510TOHO
BOSIOLLKOW; TONbKO ByaeT TyT, Kpaca Mos ropaasl, HECHoO-
cumasi, U1 Moen Xn3HM KoHeu!» W TyT BCA NNoTb MOS Ha
ero crioBa ycMmexHyrnacs...

Tyt rnybokoe BonHeHue npepsano 6bino pacckas Ka-



TEPUWHbI; OHa nepesBena AyX, yCMexHynacb HOBOW Ayme
cBOen 1 xotena 6bIno npoaosmkaTb, HO BAPYr CBepKato-
LW B3NS4 €e BCTPETUS BOCMANeHHbIN, NPMKOBAHHbIN
K Hen B3rnsaa OpabiHoa. OHa B3aporHyna, xorena 6bl-
NO 4YTO-TO CKa3aTb, HO KpOBb 3anuna en nuuo... Cnos-
HO B BecnamMsaTCTBe 3aKpblflaCcb OHa pykamu n 6pocunach
nuuom Ha nogywkun. Bee notpsacnock B OpabiHoBe! Ka-
KOe-TO MyyuTenbHoe 4YyBCTBO, CMsTeHMe Be30T4eTHOE,
HEeBbIHOCMMOE, Pa3nMBarnoch Kak s Mo BCEM €ro Xunam
N POCIIO C KaXXablM CITOBOM pacckasa KaTtepuHbl: 6e3Bbl-
XOOHOE CTpeMrieHne, CTpacTb XagHas U HEBbIHOCKMMAaS
3axBaTtuna gaymbl €ro, MyTuna ero yyscrtea. Ho rpyctb Ts-
Xenasi, 6eckoHe4yHas B TO e BpeMsi Bce bonee n bonee
Aasuna ero cepgue. MmHyTamm oH xoTen Kpuyatb KaTte-
puHe, 4Tob OHa 3amonyana, XxoTesn 6pocuTbCsA K Horam ee
N MONNTb CBOMMM crie3amn, 4Tob oHa Bo3BpaTmna emy
ero npexHue Myku nobeu, ero npexHee, 6e30T4ETHOE,
4YNCTOE CTPEMIIEHNE, N eMY Xallb CTano AaBHO YXe Bbl-
coxwmx cnes ceomx. Cepaue ero Hbino, 6051e3HeHHo 00-
NMBAasiCb KPOBbIO N HE JaBas crnes ys3BreHHOM AyLue ero.
OH He noHsan, 4Yto roBopuna emy KartepuHa, n nwobosb
ero nyranacb 4yBCTBa, BOSTHOBaBLLErO 6eHY0 KEHLLMHY.
OH npoknsn cTpacTb CBOK B 3Ty MUHYTY: OHa AyLivna,
TOMUMA €ro, N OH crbllarsn, Kak pacTONSIEHHbIN CBUHEL]
BMECTO KPOBM MOTEK B €ro Xunax.

— AX, He B TOM Moe rope, — ckasarna KartepuHa, Bapyr



NpUNOAHAB CBOO rOMOBY, — YTO 51 Tebe roBopuna Tenepb;
He B TOM MOe rope, — npogornkana oHa ronocom, 3asBe-
HEeBLUUM, KaK Medb, OT HOBOIO HEXAaHHOro 4YyBCTBa, TO-
raa Kak Bcs Aylla ee paspbliBanach OT 3aTansLumxcs, 6es-
BbIXOOHbIX Cfie3, — He B TOM MO€ rope, He B TOM MYKa,
3abota mos! YTto, 4TO MHE 0 poaMMON MOEN, XOTb U He
HaXXUTb MHE Ha BCEM CBETE APYron pOAHON MaTyLLKK! 4TO
MHE [0 TOro, YTO NPOKNsAfa OHa MEHHA B Yac CBOWN Tsxe-
NbIK, nocrnegHun! YTo MHEe 40 30510TOMN NPEXHEN XN3HU
MOEN, A0 TEeNMNOW CBETNMLbI, A0 AEBNYbEN BOMOLLIKK! YTO
MHE 40 TOro, YTo npoganacb 9 HEYUCTOMY U OyLly MO
oTAana noryourento, 3a cHacTue BeYHbli rpex noHecnal
ax, He B TOM MOe€ rope, XOTb 1 Ha 3TOM Benuka nornbernb
Mosi! A TO MHe FOpbKO 1 pBET MHe cepaLle, YTo A pabbl-
HS1 ero ono3opeHHas, YTo No3op 1 CTbig MO camou, bec-
CTblAHON, MHe 106, 4YTO NBO KagHOMY CepALy M BCMo-
MWHaTb CBOE rope, CMI0OBHO pagoCTb U cHaCTbe, — B TOM
MO€ rope, YTO HET Cuibl B HEM W HET rHeBa 3a obuay
cBotol..

Ayx 3aHancs B rpyan 6e4HON XeHLWMWHbI, U Cya0pPOX-
HOe, UCTEpPUYECKOE pblaaHne Npecekno crosa ee. ['ops-
Yyee, NOPbIBUCTOE AblXaHWe nanuno ee ryodobl, rpyab noabl-
Manacb 1 onyckanacb rnyboko, 1 HENOHATHLIM HErogo-
BaHMEM CBEPKHYNM rnasa ee. Ho CTOMNbko o4apoBaHus
030S10TUSIO NNLUO ee B 3TY MUHYTY, TakKMM CTPacTHbIM
NMOTOKOM YyBCTBa, TaKOW HEBBLIHOCMMOW, HECHbIXaHHOM



KpacoTol 3agpoana Kaxnas NUHUA, KaXKOblA MYCKYI
ero, YTo pa3oM yracra 4YepHasi oyma 1 3aMorkra 4ymcras
rpyctb B rpyam OpabiHoBa. Cepaue ero peanocb npu-
XaTbCH K ee cepauy M CTpacTHO B 6e€3yMHOM BOSHEHWUN
3abbITbCs B HEM BMECTE, 3acTy4daTb B flag TOk xe Obypeto,
TEeM e NOpbIBOM HEBEOMOM CTPACTU U XOTb 3aMeEpPEThb C
HUM BMecTe. KaTepuHa BCTpeTuna NoMyTUBLLMIACS B30P
OpabliHoBa 1 ynblbHynack Tak, YTO yABOEHHbIM MOTOKOM
orHst o6aano ero cepgue. OH eaBa NOMHUI ceds.

— lNoxanen mMeHs, nowaan MeHsi! — wenrtan oH en,
caepXxvmBasa apoxalmMin CBOW rosioc, HaKNOHAAChH K HEW,
onepLUNCL PYKOIO Ha ee nneyo, n 6nunako, 6rimsko Tak, 4Tto
AblXaHWe NX CrmBarnocb B 04HO, CMOTPS €M B rnasa. — Tbl
crybuna meHsa! A TBoero rops He 3Hato, 1 gylia Mo CMy-
TMnacb... Yto MHe go Toro, 06 4Yem nna4veTt TBOE cepa-
ue! Ckaxu, 4To Tbl Xo4elb... g caenato. [ongem e co
MHOW, NOAEM, He YOeln MeHs, He MeEPTBU MeHs!..

KaTepuHa cmoTperna Ha Hero HenoABWXHO; crnesbl Bbl-
COX/n Ha ropsumx wekax ee. OHa xoTena npepeaTb €ro,
B3si/1a €ro 3a pyky, xoTesnia cama 4YTo-TO roBOpUTb U Kak
Oyato He Haxoguna cnos. Kakas-To cTpaHHas ynbioka
MeaSIeHHO NosBuUIIach Ha ee rybax, CrioBHO cMmex npobu-
Barica CKBO3b 3Ty YriblOKY.

— He Bce X 4, 3HaTb, Tebe pacckasana, — NporoBopu-
na OHa, HakKoHel, NpepbIBUCTbIM rofiocom. — Euwle pac-
CKaxky; TOnbko Oydewsb nn, bygelwb nNu cnywaTtb MeHs,



ropsayvee cepgue? Nocnywan cectpuuy caoto! 3HaTb, Ma-
no onosHan Tbl ee ntoToro rops! Xotena 6 s pacckasarb,
Kak 9 C HAM rof NpoXxwuna, ga He cTaHy... A MUHynN rog,
ylwien OH C ToBapuLliamMu BHU3 NO peke, U ocTanach 'y
Ha3BaHOMW MaTYLLKWN €ro BO NpUCTaHu xaaTb. XKay ero me-
csu, ApYron — v noBcTpeYyanach s B Npuropoabe ¢ Mosio-
AbIM KynuoM, B3rfgHyna Ha Hero n BCNoMHuna npo 6bl-
nble rogbl 3o5noTble. «Jltobylwka-cecTpuua! — roBOpuT OH,
KakK gBa crosa nepemornsun co MHou. — A Anewia, TBOm
Ha3BaHbIN CY>XeHOW, Hac LETbMU CTapuKK Ha crioBax no-
BeH4anu; 3abbina MeHsl, BCMOMHWU-Ka, 1 U3 Ballero me-
cTa...» — «A YTO roBOpAT 060 MHE B BalleM MecTe?» — «A
rOBOPUT JIOACKOM TOJK, YTO Tbl HEYECTHO noLluna, Aesu-
YUK CTblA No3abbina, ¢ pa3bonHukom, ayieryouem cro-
3Hanacb», — roBOpuT MHe Anewla cMesiCb. — «A Tbl YTO
npo MeHs roBopun?» — « MHOro xoten roBOpuTb, Kak Cto-
Aa nogbesxars, — U CMyTUIIOCb B HEM cepaue, — MHOro
cKkasaTb 3ax0Tenocb, a Tenepb Aylla Yy MeHsl noMmepTBe-
na, Kak 3asmgen 1ebs; cryébuna Tol MmeHsi! — rosopuTt. — Ky-
MW XK 1 MO0 OyLLy, BO3bMU €€, XOTb HAaCMenca Hag cepa-
uem, ntoboBblO MOen, KpacHada aesuua. A Tenepb cUpo-
TUMHYLLKA, XO35IMH CBOW, M Oylla-TO MOS1 CBOSI, HE Yy»as,
He npoaaBan ee HUKOMY, Kak MHasi, YTo NaMsTb CBOIO 3a-
racuna, a cepaue He nokynaTtb cTaTb, 4apoM oTAam, 4a,
BWOHO, A€o0 OHO HaXxmnBHoe!» A 3acmesnack; 1 He pa3 U
He OBa roBopus — Uenbin Mecsl B ycaabbe xueeT, 6po-



CuI ToBapbl, CBOUX OTNYCTUS, OOUH-O4MHeLeHeK. XKarb
MHe CTario ero CMpoTcKkux cres. BoT v ckasana s emy pas
noyTpy: «Kaou meHs, Anewia, Kak CTEMHEET HOUb, NOHMXE
y NpUCTaHn; noeaem ¢ Tobon B TBOe MecTo! onocTeinena
MHE XM3Hb MOS ropemblyHas!» BoT HoYb npuwna, s yse-
NOK HaBA3ana, 1 gylwa 3aHblna, 3aurpana Bo mHe. CMoT-
PO, BXOOUT XO3AWH MOW HEXAAaHHO, HeBegOoMO. «3apaB-
CTBYM; NonaeM; Ha peke ByaeT Oypsi, a BpeMs He XOET».
£ nowna 3a HMUM; K peke NoaoLwnn, a 4o ceoux 6bino aa-
NeKo NibITb; CMOTPUM: NIoKa U 3HAKOMbIN B HEW rpebely
CUauT, CNOBHO NOMKMAOAET Koro. «3apaBcTByin, Anewa,
Bor B nomoub Tebe! YT0? anb Ha npuctaHn 3anosgarn, Ha
cyda cBou nocnewaewb? [JoBe3un-ka, JOOPbIA YEMNOBEK,
BOT MEHS, [ja C XO35I0LLKOMW, K CBOMM B Halle MEeCTO; Noa-
Ky CBOI S OTNYCTWN, a BNfiaBb NONTU He ymeto». — «Ca-
ANCb, — ckasan Anelua, a y MeHs BCS Aylla U3Hbina, Kak
3acnblwana g ronoc ero. — Cagncb 1 ¢ XO35OLWKOW; Be-
Tep 4Nns BCEX, a B MOEM TepeMy U AS1s Bac byoeT MecTo.
Cenu; Houb Bbina TemMHasi, 38e34bl NonpsTanucb, BeTep
3aBblJS1, BCTana BosiHa, a ot 6epera Mbl C BEPCTY OTbexa-
nun. Bce Tpoe monuumm.

«byps! — roBopuT Mmon xo3auH. — N He kK obpy aTa Oy-
pa! Takon Bypu 9 cpoasach elle Ha peke He Buaarn, kakas
Tenepb pasbirpaetca! Tsaxeno Hawewn nogke! He CHOCUTb
en Tponx!» — «[la, He cHocuTb, — oTBeYvaeT Anewa, — n
OOVH U3 Hac, 3HaTb, INLWIHUI BbIXOOUT»; FOBOPUT, a Y ca-



MOrO rofnioc APOXUT, Kak CTpyHa. «A 4To, Anewa? 3Han s
Teba ManbiM anten, bpaTtanca ¢ TBOMM pPoaHbIM 6aTioLL-
Kon, xreb-conb BMeCTe BOOMMN — CKaXu MHe, Anelua,
aovgewb nn 6e3 nogku go bepera, Unb CrvHELLb HX 3a
4yTO, Oywy norybuwb ceBol?» — «He gonay!» — «A Thbl,
[06pbIN YENOoBEK, Kak CITy4UTCH, HEe POBEH Yac, U Tebe no-
pour BOAULbI UCNNTb, AoAeLWb UNn HET?» — «He gonay;
TYT M KOHeL, MOeW AyleHbKe, He CHOCUTb MeHsA BypHOM
peke!» — «Cnywan xe Tbl Tenepb, KatepuHyLlka, xemdy-
XWHA MOSi MHOroLeHHas! MOMHIO 51 OZIHY TaKYH e HOYb,
TOSbKO TOr4a He Korblxanacbk BOSiHa, 3B€34bl CUANU U Me-
csau ceetun... Xody Tebs Tak, cnpocrta, CnpocuTb, He 3a-
Obina nun Tol?» — «MoMHIO», — 51 TOBOPIO... «A KaK He 3a-
Oblna ee, Tak U yroBopa He 3abbina, Kak y4un OauH Mo-
nogeL, o4Hy KpacHy AeBuLy BOMIOLLKY CBOK NOXUTUTb Ha-
3ag y Hemunosa — a?» — «Hert, n Toro He 3abbinay, — ro-
BOPIO, a cCamMa HU XXuBa HM MepTBa. «A He 3abbinal Tak BOT
Tenepb B JIOAKE HaM TSXKErO. YK He NMpuULLIIO N Ybe Bpe-
Ma? Ckaxu, pogHasd, ckaxu, ronybuua, NnpoBOpPKYN Ham
no-rosfybuHOMy CBOE CIIOBO F1aCKOBOEY ...

— £ cnoBa Moero He ckasana Torga! — npowenTana Ka-
TepuHa, briegHes... OHa He AOKOoHYMNAa.

— KatepuHa! — pasganca Hag HUMU ryXon, XpUnnbIv
ronoc.

OpabiHoB B3aporHyn. B asepsax ctosan MypuH. OH Obin
efBa 3aKpblT MexoBbIM ofedAnoMm, bneneH, Kak cMepTb,



N CMOTpPEN Ha HMX No4Tn obe3ymeBLINM B3rnagoM. Kare-
puHa bnegHena 6onbLue n bonbLle 1 ToXXe cCMoTpena Ha
Hero HenoABWXKHO, Kak ByaTO ovYapoBaHHas.

— Nan ko mHe, KatepuHa! — npowenTtan 6onbHoOM ea-
Ba CrblLWHbLIM rOfIOCOM W BbIlEN U3 KOMHaTbl. KaTtepuHa
BCe ellle CMOTperia HenoaBWXHO B BO3ayX, Bce OyaTo Obl
elle cTapuk ctosn nepeq Hew. Ho Bapyr KpOBb MrHOBEH-
HO onanuna ee bnegHble WeKN, U OHa MeafeHHO Npunoa-
HAnack ¢ noctenn. OpabIHOB BCMIOMHMWI NEPBYHO BCTPEYY.

— Tak po 3aBTpa Xe, cnesbl Mon! — cka3arna oHa, Kak-
TO CTpaHHO ycmexasicb. — [1o 3aBTpa! [loMHM X, Ha YyeMm
nepectana s: «Bblbupan n3 aByx: KTo nob unb He nbd
Tebe, KpacHasa gesuual» bygelwb NOMHUTL, NOAOXKAELb
OLHY HOYKY? — MOBTOpPUIIA OHA, MONOXNB EMY CBOU PYKU
Ha MNfeYn N HEXXHO CMOTPSA Ha Hero.

— KaTtepuHa, He xoaun, He rybu cebs! OH cymacwen-
wun! — wentan OpablHOB, ApPOXa 3a Hee.

— KaTtepuHa! — pasgancs ronoc 3a neperopogkon.

— Y10 X? 3apexeT Hebocb? — oTBeYana, cmesicb, Ka-
TepuHa. — [Jobpon Houmn Tebe, cepaue Moe HeHarnsgHoe,
ronybb ropsymin moun, 6partew pogHon! — rosopuna oHa,
HEXHO MPWMXKaB ero rosioBy K rpyan CBOEW, Toraa Kak cne-
3bl OPOCUNM BAPYT NULIO ee. — ITO nocrnegHue cnesol. lNe-
pecnu X cBoe rope, ntbesHbl MO, NPOCHELLbLCS 3aBTpa
Ha pagocTb. — M oHa cTpacTHO nouenosana ero.

— KatepuHa! Katepuna! — wentan OpablHOB, ynas ne-



pen Hen Ha KONeHun 1 NopbiBasiCb OCTaHOBUTL ee. — Ka-
TepuHa!

OHa obepHynachb, ynbibasicb, KUBHYa eMy rosioBOIO U
BbllLNa 13 KoMHaTbl. OpabIHOB Criblllarn, Kak OHa BOLUNa
K MypuHy; OH 3aTaun AblxaHue, NPUCAYLINBAsiCb; HO HU
3ByKa He ycnblwan oH 6onee. Ctapuk monyan unu, Mo-
KET ObITb, onATb Obln 6e3 namATn... OH xoTen bbino naTn
K HEW Tyaa, HO HOrm ero nogkawmnsanuck... OH ocnaben
N Nnpucen Ha NocTenu...



[lonro He Mor OH y3HaTb Yaca, Korga OYHyncs. bbinu
paccBeT UM CyMepKku: B KOMHaTe Bce elle Oblno TeMHO.
OH He MOr 03Ha4YnTb MMEHHO, CKOJTIbKO BPEMEHU cnan,
HO YyBCTBOBAas, YTO COH €ro Obif1 CHOM GONE3HEHHbIM.
OnoMHsACb, OH NPOBES PYKOW MO nuuy, Kak ByaTo cHMMmas
c cebsi COH M HoYHble BuAeHus. Ho korga OH xoTen CTy-
NUTb Ha MOM, TO MOYYBCTBOBASI, YTO Kak OyaTo Bce Te-
no ero 6bino pasdbuTo N UCTOMIEHHbIE YNEHbI OTKa3blBa-
nucb nosmHoBaTtbeA. [onoBa ero 6onena u Kpyxmnachb, u
BCe Teno obaaBano TO MENKOK APOXKbI0, TO NSIaMeHEM.
BmecTe ¢ co3HaHmem BopoTunacb M namaTtb, U cepaue
ero AporHyno, Korga B OAUH MUT NEPEXun OH BOCMOMMU-
HaHMeM BCHO NpoLunyto Houb. Cepaue ero Tak CUnbHO bu-
Nocb B OTBET Ha ero pasgymbe, Tak ropsiin, cBexu Obl-
NN €ero oLyLeHns, YTo Kak ByaTo He Houb, HEe aonrue
Yyacbl, @ ogHa MuUHyTa npowna no yxoae KatepuHbl. OH
4YyBCTBOBAr, YTO rfa3a ero elie He obcoxnum oT cnes, —
NN HOBblE, CBeXKMe criesbl OPbI3HYNN Kak POOHUK U3 rO-
payen gywm ero? W, yygHoe geno! emy gaxe cnagoct-
Hbl ObINTM MYKM €ro, XOTsl OH [MyX0 Cribilwar BCEM COCTa-
BOM CBOMM, YTO He BblIHECET Donee Takoro Hacunus. bbl-
na MMHYTa, Korga OH NoYTK YyBCTBOBasn CMepPTb M rOTOB
ObINT BCTPETUTL €€ KaK CBETMYIO rOCTbIO: TaK HaNpsrnmchb



ero BrneyaTsieHnd, Takum MOory4ymm nopbLIBOM 3akunera no
NPoOYy>XAeHUN BHOBb €ro CTpacTb, TaKMM BOCTOProm 06-
Aano gyuwy ero, YTo XWU3Hb, YCKOPEHHas HarnpsiKeHHOH
AenTenbHOCTbIO, Ka3anocb, rotoBa Obina nepepsaTbCs,
paspyLwnTbCS, NCTAETb B OOMH MUM U YraCHYTb HaBEKW.
[MoYTM B 3TY XX MUHYTY, Kak OGbl B OTBET Ha TOCKY €ro, B
OTBET €ro 3agpoxaBLLUemy cepauy, 3a3Byyasn 3HaKOMbIN
— KaK Ta BHYTPEHHASA My3blka, 3HaKoMas gyLue YyenoBeka
B Yac pagoCTy O XKN3HU CBOEN, B Yac 6e3MATEXHOro cya-
CTbSl, — ryCTON, cepebpsiHbin ronioc KatepuHsoi.

bnunsko, Bo3ne, NoYTK Hag N3rofioBLEM €ro, Havanacb
NecHs1, CHayana TUXO M 3ayHbIBHO... [0f10C TO BO3BbILLAs-
cs, TO onagari, CyqopOXHO 3aMupasi, CNIOBHO Tasi Npo ce-
05 N HEXHO Nnenest CBOK Xe MATEXHY MYyKY HEHACbITU-
MOrO, COABMEHHOrO XenaHus, 6e3BbIX0AHO 3aTaeHHOro B
TOCKYIOLLEM cepaLe; TO CHOBa pasnmBarcs CONloBbMHOO
Tpenbk N, BECb ApOXa, NNaMeHes y)Xe HecOep>XMMOK
cTpacTuto, pasnuearcs B Lesioe Mope BOCTOPros, B MOpe
MOry4dmnx, 6ecnpenenbHblX, Kak NepBbIn MUT Brna)keHCcTBa
no6sK, 3BykoB. OpAbIHOB OTAMYan u cnosa: oHU 6binn
NPOCTbI, 3ayLUEBHbI, CIIOXXEHHbIE AaBHO, NPAMbIM, CMNO-
KOWNHbIM, YNCTbIM U ACHbIM camoMy cebe 4yBCTBOM. HO OH
3abbliBan 1x, OH crbiwan nuwb ogHu 3Bykn. CKBO3b Npo-
CTOW, HaBHbIN CKNag NecHW emy cBepkanu gpyrue cro-
Ba, rPEMEBLLUNE BCEM CTPEMIIEHMEM, KOTOPOE HaMOSHS-
N0 ero Xe rpyab, AaBLINe OTKIIMK COKPOBEHHENLLNM, EMY



Xe HeBeooMbIM, M3rmbam cCTpacTtu ero, Npo3ByYaBLUMM
€My Xe SICHO, LenblM CO3HaHMeM, 0 Hel. U To cnblwan-
cs eMy nocrneaHnin CtToH 6e3BbIXOAHO 3aMepLLIErO B CTpa-
CTW cepgua, To pagocTb BOSMM U Ayxa, pa3busLuero uenu
CBOM M YCTPEMUBLLIETOCH CBETO U CBOOOAHO B HENCXOAN-
MO€e Mope HeBO3bpaHHOW Nob6BMK; TO Cribilanack nepsas
KnaTea NtoboBHULBI C BriaroyxaHHbIM CTblAOM 3a NEPBYIO
Kpacky B fiMue, C MOSIEHUSIMK, CO crie3amu, C TauHCTBEH-
HbIM, POOKMM LLENOTOM; TO XXEenaHne BaKXaHKu, ropgoe
N pagoCTHoe cunoun csoewn, 6e3 nokposa, 6e3 TanHbl, C
cBepKawLwmm cMexomMm obBoasiLiee Kpyrom onbsaHeBLUne
oun...

OpAablHOB He BblaepXan OKOHYaHWA MNeCHU U BCTan C
noctenu. lNecHa ToT4yac 3atmxna.

— [obpoe yTpo ¢ Ao6pbIM AHEM NPOLUSIA, MOW XenaH-
HbIn! — 3a3By4an ronoc KatepuHol. — [1o6pbin Bevep Tebde!
BcTtaHb, npungm kK Ham, Npobyanchb Ha CBETNYIO PagoCThb;
Xaem 1ebs, a ga xo34auH, noan BcE gobpble, TBOEn Bore
NoKopHble; 3aracu NoboBbI0 HEHABUCTb, KON BCE eLle
cepaue obuaon 6onut. Ckaxn cnoeo nackosoe!..

OpAablHOB yXXe BbllEN N3 KOMHaTbl Ha NEPBbIA OKMANK
ee, U edBa MOHAN OH, YTO BXOAUT K xo3sieBaM. [lepep
HMUM OTBOpUNach ABEPb, U, ACHA KaK comnHue, 3abnecrena
eMy 3onoTas ynbibka 4ygHoW ero Xo3ankn. B aToT mur oH
He BuAarn, He cnbixan HUKOro, kpome ee. MrHoBEHHO BCS
XW3Hb, BCS pagoCTb ero Cnunncb B O4HO B €ro cepaue —



B CBeTNbI 06pa3 ero KatepuHbi.

— [lBe 3apu npowno, — ckasana OHa, nogasad emy
CBOU PYKU, — KaK Mbl NONpoLLanmcb ¢ Tobown; BTopas rac-
HeT Tenepb, NOCMOTPU B OKHO. CNOBHO ABe 3apu OyLuu
KpacHon OgeBulbl, — npomMoneuna, cmesacb, KatepuHa, —
ofHa, YTO NePBbIM CTbIAOM NNLO PaspyMsHUT, KaK Bnep-
BUHKWN CKaXXeTcsa B rpyaum oOMHOKOE AeBUYbE cepaue, a
apyras, kak 3abygert nepBbli CTbig KpacHasa gesuua, ro-
PUT CNOBHO MOSbIMEM, JABUT AEBUYLIO TPYyLb U FOHUT B
NNLO PYMSHYIO KpOBb. .. CTynau, cTynau B Haw oM, J06-
pbin Mmonogey! YTto ctonwb Ha nopore? YecTtb Tebe aAa
noOoBb, Aa NOKITOH OT X03sMHa!

C 3BOHKMM, Kak My3blka, CMEXOM B35sia oHa pyky Op-
AblHOBa M BBena ero B komHaty. Po6ocTb Bowina B ero
cepgue. Bce nnams, Becb noxap, nnaMmeHeBLUINA B rpyau
ero, CIIOBHO UCTENU 1 yracnu B OAUH MUT U Ha O4VH MU,
OH C CMYLLEHMEM ONyCcTUN rnasa n 60ancs CMOTpeTb Ha
Hee. OH YyBCTBOBAJI, YTO OHA TakK YygHO NpeKpacHa, 4YTo
He CHOCWUTb ero cepguy 3HOMHOro ee B3rngga. Hukorga
eule oH He Bmaan Tak ceoen KatepumHbl. Cmex n Becense
B MepBbIN pa3 3acBepKanu B nuLe ee N NCCYLUUIN rpycCT-
Hble criesbl Ha ee YepHbIX pecHuuax. Ero pyka gpoxana
B ee pyke. Ml ecnn 6 oH nogHan rnasa, To yBuaen Obl, 4To
KaTtepuHa c TopxecTBytoLlen ynblibKon npmukoBarna CBeT-
nble 04YM K Ny ero, OoTyMaHeHHOMY CMYLLEHMEM U CTpa-
CTblO.



— BcTtaHb ke, cTtapbii! — ckasana oHa, HakoHeLl, Kak
OyaTo cama TOMbKO ONOMHUBLUMCE. — CKaXKu rocTio CIo-
BO npueetnueoe. locTb 4TO 6pat poaHon! BetaHb xe,
HEMOKMOHHbIN, CNEeCUBbIN CTapuHYyLLKA, BCTaHb, MOKIIO-
HWUCb, rocTs 3a 6enbie pyku BO3bMU, Nnocagun 3a crton!

OpAabliHOB NogHAn rnasa 1 kak 6yato Tenepb NUllb
onomHuncs. OH Tenepb Tonbko nogyman o MypuHe. [Mna-
3a CcTapuka, CroBHO MOTyXaBLlne B NpeacMepTHON Toc-
Ke, CMOTPEnn Ha HEero HEMNoOABMXHO; N ¢ Bonbio B AyLue
BCMOMHWI OH 3TOT B3NS4, CBEPKHYBLUMK eMy B Nocnen-
HUM pa3 M3-nog HaBUCLUMX YEpPHbIX, CXKaTblX, KaK U Te-
nepb, TOCKOK N rHeBoM BpoBen. 'onoBa ero cnerka 3a-
Kpyxunacb. OH ornagerncsa Kpyrom u tenepb TOMbKO Co-
obpasun Bce AICHO, oT4eTNMBO. MypurH BCe eLLe nexan Ha
NnocTenn, HO OH BbIf NOYTM OAET M Kak OyATo yXe BCTa-
Ban u BbIxogun B 310 yTpo. Llesa Gbina obBasaHa, Kak u
npexae, KpacHbIM NnaTtkoM, Ha Horax 6binu Tydnn. bo-
nes3Hb, 04eBUAHO, NpoLUna, TONbKO NULOo BCe eLle bbino
cTpawHo 6rneaHo n xento. KatepuHa crtosna Boane no-
CTenu, onepLUNChb PYKOK Ha CTOSM, N BHUMATESIbHO CMOT-
pena Ha obonx. Ho npuBetnunBas ynbibka He cxoguna c
nuua ee. Kasanocsb, Bce genanocb No ee MaHOBEHMIO.

— Aa! ato Tbl, — ckazan MypuH, npunogbiMasch U ca-
Asicb Ha noctenu. — Tel MoW xuney. BuHoBaT a nepep To-
6oto, 6apuH, corpewunn n obuaen Tebsa He3Hamo-HeBea0-
MO, NoLanun HaMegHu ¢ pykbeM. KTo X Te 3Han, 4To Ha



TebSA TOXE HaXoOQMT YepHast HeMo4db? A CO MHOI Crnyya-
eTcs, — npubaBnn OH XpuUnsibiM, 0ONEe3HEHHbIM rosIOCOM,
XMypsi 6poBM CBOM U HEBONbHO O0TBOASA rMa3sa oT OpablHO-
Ba. — bega naet — He CTy4unT B BOpOTA, Kak BOp NOAMON-
3eT! A 1 en YyTb HOXXa OHOMHSCb B rpyab He Bcagun... —
NPUMOIBUI OH, KMBHYB ronoBon Ha KatepuHy. — boneH
S, NPMNagokK HaxoauT, Hy n aoBorbHO ¢ Tebs! Caguck —
Oyaewb roctb!

OpAablHOB BCe eLLle npucTanbHO CMOTPEN Ha Hero.

— Caguncb xe, cagucb! — KPUKHYN CTapuK B HeTepne-
HuK. — Cagnceb, konn en 31o Nbo! Mwb Bbl nobpaTtanucs,
eauMHOyTpobHble! Cnobunuce, CNoBHO NHO60BHUKM!

OpabiHoB cern.

— Buanwe, cectpuua kakas, — npogosrkan cTapuk, 3a-
CMEesIBLUMCb M NokKasaB ABa psiaa CBoux 6enbix, LenbixX
Ao eguHoro 3y6os. — MunyiTtech, pogHble mon! Xopolua
nb y Tebs cectpuua, 6apuH? ckaxu, otsedvan! Ha, cmoT-
pu-Ka, Kak ek ee nonbiMem nbiwat. [Ja ornsaHuch xe,
Nno4ecTBym BceMy CBETY KpacaBuuy! [Nokaxu, yto 6onut
no Hen petnsoe!

OpablHOB HaxMypun 6poBu 1 3r106HO NocMoTpen Ha
ctapuka. ToT B3gporHyn ot ero B3rnsga. Cnenoe belleH-
cTBO 3akunesno B rpyan OpabiHoBa. OH KakMM-TO XXUBOT-
HbIM MHCTUHKTOM 4ysin 6nm3 ceba Bpara Ha cmepTb. OH
caM He MOT MOHSATb, YTO C HUM AenaeTcs, pacCyaoK OTKa-
3bIBarcs CMy>XuUTb eMY.



— He cmotpu! — pasgancsa ronoc c3aan ero. OpabiHOB
OrnsHyrcs.

— He cmoTpu Xe, He CMOTpK, roBopto, Konu Gec Ha-
ylwiaeT, noxanen ceok nwby, — rosopuna, cmescb, Ka-
TepuMHa M BOPYr C3adu 3akpbifla pyKow rrasa ero; no-
TOM TOTHaC e OTHSANa CBOM PYKU U 3aKkpblfiack cama. Ho
Kpacka nuua kak byarto npobuBanach CKBO3b €€ nanbupbl.
OHa oTHANa pyku 1, BCA ropsi, Kak oroHb, nonpobosana
CBETINO N HETPEMNETHO BCTPETUTb UX CMEX U NOBONbITHLIE
B3rnagbl. Ho oba monuya rmsagenn Ha Hee — OpabIHOB C
KakuM-TO usymreHuem nobsun, kak 6yato B NepBbln pas
Takas cTpallHas KpacoTa NpoH3una cepaue ero; CTapuk
BHUMATENbHO, XONOAHO. Hn4ero He BbipaXkanocb Ha ero
brnegHoM nuue; Tonbko rybbl CMHENW 1 cnerka Tpeneta-
nn.

KaTepuHa nogowna K ctony, y>ke He cMmesicb bornee u
ctana ybupatb kHuru, bymaru, YepHmnuuy, Bce, 4To 6610
Ha cTosfe, u crioxuna Bce Ha okHo. OHa Agpblwana ckopo,
npepbIBUCTO, U MO BpEMEHaM XaaHo BnnBarna B cebsi BO3-
AyX, Kak byaTo en cepgue TeCHUNo. Tsxeno, CII0BHO BOSI-
Ha npubpexHas, onyckanacb U BHOBb MoAdbiManacb ee
nonHas rpyab. OHa notynuna rnasa, U YepHble, CMONK-
CTbl€ PECHULbI, KaK OCTpble UIMbl, 3abnucTtanu Ha CBET-
NbIX LLIEKaX €e...

— Uapb-geBuual! — ckasan ctapuk.

— Bnagblunuya mos! — npowentan OpAbIHOB, APOrHYB



Bcem Ternom. OH onomMHUIcs, 3acnbiwas Ha cebe B3rnsaq
cTapuviKa: Kak MOJSTHUS, CBEPKHYN 3TOT B3rNs Ha MrHoBe-
HWe — XXafHblW, 3N0KN, XONogHo-Npe3puTenbHbIn. Opabl-
HOB npuBcTan 6bINo0 ¢ MecTa, HO Kak ByaTo HeBManMas
cuna ckoarna emy Horn. OH cHoBa ycencd. Nopon oH
CXXnMan CBO PYKY, Kak OyaATo He [oBepss AeNCTBUTESb-
HOCTU. EMy Kasanocb, 4To KoLMap ero SywuT U 4YTO Ha
rnasax ero Bce elle NexuT cTpagansyeckui, bonesHeH-
HbIN cOoH. Ho yyaHoe geno! EMy He XxoTenocb NPOCHYTb-
cs...

KaTepuHa cHsana co ctona ctapbiii KoBep, NOTOM OT-
Kpblfnia CyHAYK, BblHYMa U3 HEro AparoueHHyH cKaTepTb,
BCIO PacCLUMTYIO SPKUMU LLESNKaMU U 30510TOM, N HaKpbl-
na ek CTosl; NOTOM BblHYIa 13 Wwkada CTapuHHbLINA, npa-
Ae00BCKUIN, BeCb cepebpsiHbIN NocTaBel, NocTaBusia ero
Ha cpeanHy cTona u otaenuna ot Hero Tpu cepebpsiHble
YapKu — XO35AWHY, FOCTIO 1 Yapy cebe; NOTOM BaXKHbIM, MO-
YT 3a4yMUYMBbLIM B3rNa40M NOCMOTPENa Ha cTapuka u Ha
rocTsi.

— K10 X n3 Hac komy nwob mnb He nb? — ckasana
oHa. — KTo He ntob komy, TOT MHe nod n co mHon Byaet
NUTb CBOKO Yapy. A MHe BCSK 13 Bac b, BCAK pOLHOMN:
Tak NUTb BCeM Ha NoboBb K cornacke!

— [NnTb ga YepHyto Aymy B BUHe TonuTk! — ckasan cra-
PUK N3MeHMBLUMMCS ronocoM. — Hanunean, KatepuHa!l

— A Tbl Benuwb HanueaTb? — cnpocuna KatepuHa,



cmoTpa Ha OpablHoBA.

OpAblHOB MOsYa NoABUHYIT CBOKO Yapky.

— CTon! Y Koro kakas 3aragka n gymyuika, nyctb no ero
e XOTeHbto u cbygetcsa! — ckasan ctapuk, NOAHSAB CBOIO
yapy.

Bce cTykHynun Yapkamun 1 BbINunu.

— [aBau ke Mbl Tenepb BbiNbeM ¢ TO6ON, cTapuHa!l —
ckasana KatepuHa, obpaluadacs K Xo3snHy. — Beinbem, Ko-
NN NacKoBO TBOE ceppLe KO MHe! BbiNbeM 3a NPOXUTOE
cyacTbe, yaapuM NOKIIOH NPOXUTbLIM rogam, cepauem 3a
cyacTbe, ga nboBbio noknoHnmca! Benn x HanveaTb,
KOS ropsivo TBoe cepaue Ko MHe!

— BuHUO TBOE Kpenko, ronybuua mMos, a cama TOMbKO
ry6kn noMmoumLLb! — ckasan ctapuk, CMesicb M NoaCcTaBnAs
BHOBb CBOIO 4apy.

— Hy, 5 oTxnebHy, a Tbl nen Ao gHal.. Yto xuTb, CTa-
PUHYLLKA, TSXKENy Aymy 3a cobon BONOYMTb; a TOMbKO
cepaLe HoeT ¢ aymbl Tshkenon! [lymyLuka ¢ rops nget, ay-
MYyLLKa rope 30BET, a NP1 cHacTbe XNBeTcA 6e3 oymMyLuKku!
Men, ctapuHa! YTonun csoto AymyLuky!

— MHoro X, 3HaTb, ropsi y Teba Hakuneno, Konm Tak
Ha Hero onosn4yaewbcs! 3HaTb, pa3oM XoYeLllb NOKOHYUTD,
benas ronybka mog. Nbto ¢ Tobon, Kata! A 'y Teba ectb
nun rope, 6apuH, Konb NO3BONULLbL CIPOCUTL?

—Yt0 ecTb, TO ecTb Npo cebs, — npowentan OpabIHOB,
He cBoas rma3s ¢ KatepuHeil.



— Cnblwan, ctapuHywka? A n cama cebs gonro He
3Hana, He NOMHUMa, a NPULLSIO BPEMS, BCe Ono3Hana u
BCMOMHMNA; BCE, YTO NPOLLSIO, HEHACbITHOM AYLLOW ONSATb
npoXxuna.

— [a, ropbko, konb Ha 6biBanoMm ogHOM npobuBaTbCs
Ha4Helb, — cKasarn CTapuK 3agymMuynBo. — YTo npoLuno,
Kak BUHO nponuTo! YT0 B npowwiom cHactbe? KadpTtaH ns-
HOCWUI, 1 OONOMWN. ..

— HoBbI Hago! — nogxeaTtuna KartepuHa, 3acmesiB-
LUNCb C HaTyrn, Toraa Kak ABe KPynHble CNe3nHKM noBuc-
NN, Kak anmasbl, Ha CBEPKHYBLUMX pecHuuax. — 3Hatb,
BEKY MWUHYTOW OAHOW He MpPOXUTb, Aa U OeBUYbe cepa-
Le XuByde, He yroHsiewbca B nag! OnosHan, ctapuHa?
CmoTpu, a1 B TBOEKN Yape Cre3nHKY MO cxopoHunal

— A 3a MHOro b c4acTbA Tbl CBOE rope Kynuna? — cka-
3an OpAblHOB, M ronoc ero 3agpoXkan OT BOSTHEHUS.

— 3HaTtb, y 164, 6apuH, CBOEro MHOro nNpogaxHoro! —
oTBeYan CTapuK, — YTO CyellbCs HernpoLweHbin. — A oH
3M06HO N HeCnbIWHO 3axoxoTan, Harno cmotps Ha Op-
AblHOBA.

— A 3a 4yTo npogana, To u bbin10, — oTBeyana Karepuna,
Kak 6yaTo HeoBOMbHbIM, 0OMXKEHHbIM ronocoM. — OgHo-
MY KakeTcsi MHoro, gpyromy mano. OauH Bce otaaTtb Xo-
YeT, B3ATb HeYero, ApYyron HUYEro He CynuT, A4a 3a HUM
naet cepaue nocnywHoe! A Tbl HE KOpK YernoBeka, — npu-
MOMBWIIa OHa, rpycTHO cMoTpst Ha OpabliHOBa, — OOVH Ta-



KOW 4enoBekK, ApYron He TOT YenoBek, a byaTo 3Haellb,
3a4emM K KOMy gyuwa npocutca! Hanuean xe cBoto vapy,
ctapuk! Bbinen 3a cyacTbe TBOEW OO4YKK, NtobesHon, pa-
OblHM TBOEN TUXOWN, MOKOPHOW, KaK BNEPBUHKN Obina, Kak
c Tobown cnosHaBanachk. [logbimain cBoto Yapy!

— WH 6biTb Tak! Hanuean ke ceor! — ckasan crapuk,
B35IB BMHO.

— Crton, ctapuHa! nogoxan nuTb, Aan npexae CrnoBo
ckasatb!..

KaTepuHa obnokoTunace pykamu Ha CTon n npuctanb-
HO pasropeBLUMMUCS, CTPACTHbIMKM O4YaMu CMOTpena B
rnasa ctapuky. Kakas-to ctpaHHasa pelmmMocTb cusana B
rnasax ee. Ho Bce gBmxeHus ee Obinim OEeCNOKOWMHbI, Xe-
CTbl OTPbLIBUCTbI, HEOXWAAHHbI, cKopbl. OHa 6bina BCS
CNOBHO B OrHe, U 4ygHO genanocb 310. Ho kak 6yaTto
KpacoTa ee pocria BMecTe C BOfTHEHWEM, C O4YLLEBIEHU-
eM ee. 13 nonyoTKpbITbIX YrblO6KO ry6, Bbika3biBaBLUMX
ABa psaga 6enbix, POBHbIX, KaK XXemM4yyr, 3y0oB, BblfneTasno
NopbLIBUCTOE AblXaHWe, crnerka npunoabiMasl ee Ho3apu.
pyaob BOMHoOBanach; Koca, Tpu pasa obepHyTasa Ha 3a-
ThISIKE, HEBPEXHO Cnerka ynana Ha neBoe yXo U NPUKpPbI-
na yacTtb ropsyen weku. Jlerkmin not npobmeancs y Hen
Ha BUCKaX.

— 3aragan, ctapunHa! 3aragan MHe, poauMbIn MOW, 3a-
ragan npexnge, 4em ym nponbeLlb; BOT Tebe nagoHb Mos
benas! Beab Hegapom Tebs y Hac KongyHOM noauv npo-



3Banu. Tbl e MO KHUram y4Yuricsa U BCAKYH YEPHYLO rpa-
MOTY 3Haewwb! [lornsaam xxe, CTapuHyLLKa, paccKkaxn MHe
BCHO A0S0 MOK rOPEMbIYHYIO; TOSNTbKO, CMOTPU, He conru!
Hy, ckaxn, kak cam 3Haelwwb — ByaeT nu cyactTbe AoYKe
TBOEW, UIb HE MPOCTULLb Thl €€ N HaKNNYeLLb N Ha AOPO-
ry OZHY 3Ny JOSO-KPYUNHYLLKY? Ckaxn, Tenen nu dyaet
MOW yros, rge o6XuBycb, Wb, Kak NTallka nepeneTHas,
BECb BEK CUPOTUHYLLKON Byay mex OobpbIx niogen cBo-
ero mecta mnckatb? Ckaxu, KTO MHe Heapyr, KTo noboBb
MHE FOTOBMT, KTO 3110 NPO MeHs 3amblnseT? Ckaxu, B
OOMHOYKY flb MOEMY cepAuy, MOrogoMy, ropsavyemy, BeK
NPOXWUTb U A0 BeKa 3arfoxHyTb, Wb HAWAET OHO POBHIO
cebe, 0a B nag ¢ HUM Ha pagoCcTb 3abbeTcs... 40 HOBOIO
rops! Yragam yx 3a oQuH pas, CTapuHyLLKa, B KAKOM CU-
HeM Hebe, 3a KaKMMN MOPSIMU-TIECAaMMN COKOS MOM SICHbI
XWBET, rae, Aa 1 30pKo b cebe CoKonuLy BbICMaTpUBaET,
Aa 1 nNtoboBHO b OH XAET, KPEnko b NontobuT, CKopo b
pasntobut, obMmaHeT nnb He obmaHeT MeHAa? [1a yx 3apas
BCE OQHO K O4HOMY, CKaXkn MHE B NOCNeaHUN, CTapUHYLL-
Ka, 4ONro fb Ham ¢ To60M BEK KOPOTaTb, B Yriy YEPCTBOM
CUOETb, YepPHbIE KHUMN YMTaTb; Aa korga mHe Tebe, cTa-
pUHa, HU3KO KNaHATbCS, Nogobpy-no3gopoBy NpoLlaTb-
cs; 3a xneb-conb GrnarogapuTb, YTO MOWA, KOPMUI, CKas-
Ku ckasbiBan?.. [la cMOTpwu Xe, BCIO NpaBay CKaXu, He CO-
Nry; NPULLINO Bpemsi, NOCTon 3a cebsi!

OpyweBneHune ee pocro Bce 6onee n 6onee go no-



crnegHero Crosa, Kak BOpYr ee rosioc npecekcs ot BOfHe-
HWA, OYATO KaKOW-TO BUXPb yBriekan ee cepgue. [nasa ee
CBEpPKHYNN, N BepxHsas ryba crnerka sagpoxana. Cribiw-
HO ObINo, KaK 3nas HacMeLlKa 3Meunnachb 1 nparanach B
KaXXgoM CrioBe ee, HO Kak ByaTo niiay 3BeHen B ee CMeXxe.
OHa HaknoHunacb Yepes CTOM K CTapuKy U NpUcTanbHo, C
XXagHbIM BHUMaHWEM CMOTpena B NOMyTUBLUMECS rnasa
ero. OpablHOB crblWwarn, Kak Bapyr 3acty4yano ee cepa-
Le, Korga oHa KoH4Yuna; OH BCKPUKHYI OT BOCTOpra, korga
B3rNsiHyN Ha Hee, 1 npuscTan 6b110 co ckambn. Ho Ber-
NbIA, MTHOBEHHbIN B3NS4 CTapuka ondaTb Npukosarsn ero
K MecTy. Kakaga-To cTpaHHasi cMecb Npe3peHbsi, HaCMeLL-
KW, HETEPNEeNnBOro, AocagHoro 6ecnokoncTea n BMecTe
C TeM 3110ro, NykaBoro fnobonbITCTBa CBETUNNCL B 9TOM
Gernom, MrHOBEHHOM B3rnsige, OT KOTOPOro Kaxabln pas
B3aparnean OpablHOB 1 KOTOPbIN KaXKabl pa3 HanosHAS
ero cepgue Xen4ybto, gocagon n 6eccunbHo 3robon.

3aQyMuMBO N C KaKMM-TO TPYCTHbIM fOOOMbLITCTBOM
cMoTpen ctapuk Ha ceoto KatepuHy. Cepgue ero 6bi10
ys13BIIEHO, cnoBa bbinun ckasaHbl. Ho gaxke 6poBb He Le-
BenbHynacb B nuue ero! OH Tonbko ynblbHynNcs, korga
OHa KOH4Mna.

— MHoOro X Tbl pa3om xoTena y3HaTtb, MTEHYUK MOW one-
pUBLLMKNCA, NTaLLKa MOs BCTpeneHysLlasacs! Hanneawn xe
MHe cKopee Yapy rnybokyto; BbiNbEM CHa4ara Ha pa3mu-
pbe Aa Ha Jobpyto BOMO; HE TO YbUM-HUBYAb r11a3oM vyep-



HbIM, HEYMUCTLIM MOe rnoXxenaHuve mcriopyy. bec cunen!
Aaneko nb go rpexal

OH nogHsn cBoto Yapy 1 Bbinun. Yem 6onbLue num oH
BWHA, TEM CTaHOBUIICA brnieagHee. [Masa ero ctanu Kpac-
Hbl, KaK yrnn. BugHo 6bino, 4To NMxopagoyHbIin Gneck
X N BHe3anHasi, MepTBEHHasl CMHeBa nNuua npegsella-
na cKopo HOBbI Npunagok 6onesHn. BnHo x 6b1n0o Kpen-
Koe, TaK 4YTO C O4HOW BbINUTON Yapkn Bce bonee n bonee
MyTunuck rmasa OpablHoBa. JInxopago4Ho BocnaneHHas
KpOBb €ro He Morfna foriee BblaepXaTb: OHa 3anvBana
ero cepgue, Mytuna v nytana pasym. becnokomncteso ero
pocno Bce cunbHee 1 cunbHee. OH Hanun u oTxnebHyn
elle, caM He 3Hasl, YTo Jenaet, YeM NoOMOoYb BO3pacTaB-
LLeMY BOSTHEHMIO CBOEMY, M KPOBb eLle bbicTpee noneTe-
na no ero xunam. OH 6bIn Kak B 6peny n egea mor cre-
ANTb, Hanpsirasi Bce BHUMaHue, 3a TEM, YTO NPOUCXOANIIO
MeXy CTPaHHbIX XO35€eB €ro.

CTapuK 3BOHKO CTYKHYN cepebpsHon Yyapkon ob cTon.

— Hanuean, KatepuHa! — Bckpnyan oH. — Hanusau
elle, 3rnad godka, Hanvmeanm o ynagy! Ynoxm ctapuka Ha
NOKOW, Aa u NonHo ¢ Hero! BoT Tak, HanuBawn eLle, HanNu-
Ban MHe, Kpacasuua! Beinbem ¢ To6oun! Y10 X Tbl Mano
nuna? Anu s He Bugan...

KaTtepuHa 4Tt0-TO OTBeYana emy, Ho OpAbIHOB He pac-
crnblwarn, YTO UMEHHO: CTapuK He gan el KOHYUTb; OH
cxXBaTUN ee 3a PYKy, Kak Obl He B cunax bornee caepxatb



BCEro, YTo TECHMIOCHL B rpyaun ero. Jlnuo ero 6bin1o 6nea-
HO; rnasa ToO MyTUNCb, TO BCNbIXMBANU SPKUM OrHEM; No-
beneBLune rybbl ApoXxKanu, 1 HepPOBHbIM, CMSATEHHbBIM O-
nocoM, B KOTOPOM CBepKasi MMHYyTaMn Kakon-TO CTpaH-
HbI BOCTOPI, OH CKasarn eun:

— [aBan pyuyky, kpacasuua! faBawn 3aragato, BCHO rnpas-
Ay ckaxy. A n BNpsiMb KONAyH; 3HaTb, HE owmnbnack Thl,
KaTtepuHa! 3HaTb, NpaBgy ckasano cepaeyvko TBoe 30510-
TOE, YTO OOUH A eMy KOSAyH, U npaBabl HE noTakw OT
Hero nNpocToro, HexmuTporo! [la ogHoro He onosHana Tbl:
He MHe, KongyHy, Tebsa yuntb ymy-pasymy! Pasym He Bons
AN AeBMLbI M CAbILWKT BCIO Npasay, Aa CNOBHO He 3Hana,
He Begana! Y camomn rofioBa — 3Mest XuTpas, XoTb U cepa-
ue cneson obnmeaetca! Cama nyTb HanNAET, Mex beaomn
Nosi3KoOM npononaert, cbepexeT Bonto xutpyro! Fae ymom
BO3bMET, a I4€ YMOM He BO3bMET, Kpacon 3aTyMaHuT, Yep-
HbIM 11a30M YM OMNbSIHUT, — Kpaca CuIy JIOMUT; 1 XKenes-
Hoe cepaue, Aa nononam pacnasietca! Yx u byget nny
Tebsi neyanb CO KpyunHyLIKon? Tspkena neyanb Yyenose-
yeckad! [Ja Ha cnaboe cepaue He GbiBaeT 6eapbl! beaa
C KPEMKMM cepaueM 3HAaKOMMUTCH, BTUXOMOJIKY KPOBaBOM
Cnesown OTNMBaeTCs, Aa Ha cnagkui no3op K 4o0pbIM Nnto-
ASIM He NPOCUTCSA: TBOE X rope, AeBuua, CNoBHO cneg
Ha necke, 4OXOEM BbIMOET, COMHLUEM BbICYLLUT, OYNHbIM
BETPOM cHeceT, 3ameTeT! NycTb 1 eLle ckaxy, NOKONayto:
KTO nontobut 1ebsa, Tomy Tbl B pabbiH1 Nonaellb, cama



BOSIOLLKY CBSXKELUb, B 3aKfiaj oTAallb, 4a YK U Ha3a He
BO3bMeLLb; B MOPY BOBPEMsI pasntobuTtb He cyMeeLllb; No-
NexuLb 3epHo, a rybutens TBOM BO3bMET Ha3ap, LenbiM
konocom! [Inta moe HexxHoe, 30510Tas rofnosyLLKa, CXOpo-
HUNa Tbl B Yapke MOEWN CBOK CHE3NHKY-XXEMYYXXMHKY, Aa
Nno Hen He cTepnena, TyT Xe CTo nponuna, cnoBLo Kpac-
HOe noTepsna, Aa ropem-rofioByLLKOM CBOEW NoXBanvna-
cal [a no Hen, no cnesnHke, HebecHon pPocuHke, Tebe
TY>XUTb-ropeBaTb He npuxoantcsa! OTonbeTcsa oHa Tebe ¢
NNXBOIO, TBOS CMEe3nHKa XeMYyXXHasl, B 4ONry0 HOYb, B
ropeMblYHYH0 HOYb, KOrda CTaHET rpbi3Tb TeDS 3nas Kpy-
YMHYLLKa, HEeYMCTasa AymMmyLlka — Torga Ha TBOe cepALe ro-
psa4yee, BCe 3a Ty Xe Cre3nHKy KanHeTt Tebe 4bs-To nHas
cnesa, Aa KpoBaBasi, Aa He Tennasi, a CrIOBHO TOMSEHbIN
CBUHeL,; 4O KpoBM Beny rpyab pasoxekeT, U 4o yTpa, TOCK-
NMBOrO, XMypOro, 4YTo NpUXoauT B HEHACTHbIE OHWU, Tbl B
nocTerbke CBOEN NPOMETaEeLLbCA, any KpoBb ToYa, U He
3aneyunllb CBOEN paHbl cBeXen Oo gpyroro ytpa! Hanen
ewe, KatepuHa, Hanen, ronybnuya mosi, Hanen MHe 3a
MyZpbI COBET; a fAarblle, 3HaTb, CIOB TEPATb HEYeEro. ..

[onoc ero ocnaben u 3agpoXkan: Kasanocb, pblaaHne
rotoeo 6bINo npopeBatbecs U3 rpyaun ero... OH Hanun Bu-
Ha M XXagHO BbINWUIT HOBYKO Yapy; NMOTOM CHOBA CTYKHYI
Yapkon 06 cton. MyTHbI B3NS4 €ro eLle pas BCrbIXHYM
nnameHem.

— Al XunBu, Kak xxmeetcs! — BCkpryan oH. — YTo npoLuno,



TO yX € nned gonon! Hannean MHe, ewe Hanueawn, Bce
NnogHOCK TSKENYH Yapy, YToObl pe3ana ronosyLlKky 6yn-
HYIO C ey, 4Tob BCA Aywa oT Hee 3amepTeena! Ynoxu
Ha JOonryto Houb, Aa 6e3 yTpa, Aa YTobbl NaMsTb COBCEM
oTowsia. Yto nponuTo, TO NPOXuTo! 3HaTb, 3arnox y Kyn-
ua ToBap, 3anexarncs, gapom ¢ pyk otgaet! A He npo-
Aan 6bl cBoen BONEn-BOMbHOK €ro TOT Kynew, HUXe CBO-
el LeHbl; oTnunacb Obl N BpaXbs KPOBb, Nponunack 6bl
N KPOBb HENOBWHHAA, Aa B npuaadvy nonoxun obl TOT No-
Kynwiuk csoro normbiyto ayweHbky! Hanvesan, Hanvean
MHe eLle, KatepuHal..

Ho pyka ero, aepxaBwag 4yapy, kak Oyato 3amepna
W He ABuranacb; OH Abllian TsHKeno n TpyaHo, ronosa
ero HeBOSbHO CKNoHunack. B nocrneaHuin pas oH Bnepun
TyCcKnbIn B3rnsg Ha OpabiHOBa, HO 1 3TOT B3rNS4 NOTYX,
HaKOHeL, U BEKM ero ynanwu, CrioBHO CBUHLUOBbIE. CMepT-
Hasa 6neaHOCTb pasnunachk no nuuy ero... Ele Heckonb-
KO BpeMeHU rybbl ero LeBenunucb 1 B3aparmeanu, Kak
Obl CUNACH elle YTO-TO NPOMOMBUTL, — U BAPYr Cresa,
ropsiyasi, KpynHasi, HaBmcna C pecHuL ero, nopsanacb
N MeaneHHo nokatunacb no 6negHon weke... OpabIHOB
ObIn He B cunax Bblgepxatb 6onee. OH npuscTan u, no-
LIaTHYBLUMCb, CTYNWUN Wwar snepea, nogowen Kk KatepuHe
N CXBATWN €€ 3a PYKY; HO OHa 1 He B3rnsiHyna Ha Hero, Kak
OyaTo ero He npuMmeTMna, Kak byaTo He npuaHana ero...

OHa kak 6yaTo TOXe Tepsina Co3HaHue, Kak byaTo ogHa



MbICNb, O4Ha HENOABWXKHAA naes yernekna ee scto. OHa
npunana K rpyaun cnswiero crapuka, obsuna cesoen 6enon
PYKOW €ro ek 1 npucTanbHO, CMIOBHO NpuKoBanach K
HeMy, CMOTpena Ha Hero orHeBbIM, BOCManeHHbIM B3rns-
aom. OHa Byato He cnbixana, kak OpablHOB B3N e€ 3a
pYyKy. HakoHeL, oHa noBepHyna K HEMy CBOO rofloBYy 1 No-
CMOTpena Ha Hero gonrMm, NpoH3arLWwmm B3rnsgom. Ka-
3anocb, YTO OHa NOHsNAa, HaKoHeL, ero, U Tshxenas, yame-
neHHas ynblbka, TAroCTHO, kak 6yaTo ¢ 60nbio, BblaaBu-
nacb Ha rybax ee...

—MNogu, noam npoyb, — NpoLuenTana oHa, — Tbl MbSAHbLIN
n 3non! Tel He rocTb MHe!.. — TyT oHa cHoBa obpaTtunacbh
K CTapuKy 1 ONsiTb NpPUKoBanachb K HEMy CBOMMW O4aMW.

OHa kak 6yaTo cTeperna Kaxgoe gblxaHue ero n B3rns-
AoM cBouM nenesina ero coH. OHa kak 6yaTto 6osnace ca-
Ma JOXHYTb, COepXMBas BCKkMneBLwee cepue. M cTonb-
KO uccTynneHHoro noboBaHna GbINIO B cepaue ee, 4to
pa3oM oTyasiHne, BeleHCTBO U HencTowmmas 3rnoba 3a-
xBatunu ayx OpabliHOBaA. ..

— KatepuHa! KatepuHa! — 3Ban oH, cxXnmasi, Kak B TUC-
Kax, ee pyKy.

YyBscTBO 601 NPOLLNO NO N1y ee; OHa ONsATb NOAHSA-
na CBOH rofloBy U MOCMOTPESia Ha Hero ¢ Takok HacMeLl-
KOW, Tak Npe3puUTenbHO-HArmo, YTo OH efBa YCTOAS Ha HO-
rax. [loToM OHa yka3ana eMy Ha CrsiLero crtapmka u — Kkak
OyaTo BCS HacMellKa Bpara ero nepeluna en B rnasa —



Tep3arLmMm, neaeHsWwmnM B3rnsaoM onaThb B3rMsHyna Ha
OpAablHoBa.

— Y107? 3apexeT Hebocb? — nporosopun OpabIHOB, He
nomHs cebs ot BelueHcTBa.

CnoBHO LEMOH €ro LLEeMnHyS eMy Ha YX0, YTO OH ee Mo-
HAN... W BCe cepAue ero 3acMesanocb Ha HEMOABWMXHYHO
MbICnb KaTepuHbil. ..

— Kynnito X 51 Tebs, KpacoTa Mos, Y Kynua TBO€ero, Kosb
Tebe aywmn moen HagobHo! Hebocbk He 3apesath emy!..

HenogBwxHbIn cmex, MepTBMBLUMI BCe cyliecTBo Op-
AblHOBA, He cxoaun ¢ nuua KatepuHel. Heunctowmmas Ha-
CMeLllKa pasopBara Ha 4YacTu ero cepaue. He nomHs, no-
YT He co3HaBas cebsi, OH 0BrOKOTUICA PyKO 06 CTEHY
N CHAN C reo3asa OOPOron, CTapuHHbIM HOX CcTapuka. Kak
OyaTo n3ymneHune oTpasnnock Ha nuue KatepuHbl; HO Kak
Oyato B TO XXe BpeMs 3r0CTb M Npe3peHne Bnepsble C
TakoM CUNoun oTpasununck B rnasax ee. OpabIHOBY AypHO
CTaHOBUIOCb, CMOTPSA Ha Hee... OH YyBCTBOBAr, 4YTO Kak
OyaTO KTO-TO BbIpbIBari, MOAMbIBAS MOTEPSBLUYHOCS PYKY
ero Ha 6e3ymMCTBO; OH BbIHYS HOX. .. KaTepuHa HenoaBmx-
HO, CITOBHO He Abllwa 6onee, cneavna 3a HuM...

OH B3rMnsHYN Ha cTapuka...

B aTy MMHYTY eMy nokasanoch, YTO OAVH a3 cTapuka
MeANEeHHO OTKpbIBarcs 1, CMesCb, CMOTPEn Ha Hero. [Ma-
3a ux BcTpeTunucb. Heckonbko MMHYT OpAbIHOB CMOTpPETT
Ha Hero HernoaBWXHO... Bopyr emy nokasanocb, 4To Bce



NNUO CTapuKa 3aCMesanochb N YTO AbABOMbCKUA, yOuMBato-
WKW, NegeHsaWwmn XoxXoT pasgarncd, HakoHel, No KOMHa-
Te. be3obpasHas, YepHas MbIChb, Kak 3Mes, npornornasna
B ronioBe ero. OH 3agpoXarn; HOX Bbinasn U3 pyk ero un 3a-
3BeHen Ha nony. KateprHa BCKpUKHyna, Kak 6yaTo O4YHyB-
LUNCb OT 3abbITbd, OT KoLIMapa, OT TSHXKenoro, HernoaABMX-
Horo BnaeHbs... Ctapuk, brneaHbln, MeaneHHo NOAHANCA
C nocTenun 1 3no6HO OTTONKHYI HOFOM HOX B Yrosi KOM-
HaTbl. KaTepnHa ctosna 6negHasa, nomepTeenas, Heno-
ABWXHAs; rnasa ee 3akpblBasnucb; rnyxas, HeBbIHOCUMas
6onb CyoopOXHO BblAaBuiach Ha fvue ee; OHa 3akpbl-
nacb pykamm n C KpUKOM, pasguparowmm gyLly, noyTu
GesgbixaHHas, ynana K Horam ctapuka...

— Anewa! Anewa! — BbIpBanocb U3 CTECHEHHOW rpyan
ee...

CTtapuk obxBaTun ee MOry4yMMmmn pykamm u noyTu caa-
BWUST Ha rpyau ceoen. Ho korga oHa cnpstana y cepga-
Lia ero cBO rorioBy, TakuM OBHaXXeHHbIM, 6eCCTblgHbIM
CMEXOM 3acMesdnach Kaxaasa yepTodka Ha nuue ctapwu-
Ka, 4To y>kacom obaano Becb coctaB OpabiHoBa. ObmaH,
pacyeT, XonogHoe, PEBHMBOE TUPAHCTBO U y>Kac Hag 6ea-
HbIM, Pa30pBaHHbLIM CepALEM — BOT YTO MOHAS OH B 9TOM
BeccTbligHO He TamBLeMcs bonee cmexe...



Korga OpabiHoB, 6negHbi, BCTPEBOXEHHbIN, eLle He
ONOMHUMBLLUWICA OT BYEpALLHEN TPEBOIM, OTBOPWI Ha ApY-
rov ieHb, 4acoB B BOCEMb yTpa, ABepb K Apocnasy Unbu-
4y, K KOTOPOMY MpuLLIEen, BIPOYEM, CaM He 3Has 3a4eM, TO
OTLLATHYNCS OT U3YMJSIEHUS U KaK BKOMaHHbIV cTan Ha no-
pore, yBuas B komHate MypuHa. Ctapuk 6bin ewe bnea-
Hee OpablHOBA U, Ka3anocb, eaBa CTosAN Ha Horax oT 6o-
nes3Hn; BNpoYeM, CeCTb He XOTesl, HECMOTPS HU Ha Ka-
Kne npurnalleHus BnosiHe CHacTMBOro Taknum nocetle-
Huem Apocnasa Unbuya. Apocnas Nnbn4y Toxe BCKPUK-
Hyn, 3aBmaes OpabIHOBA, HO NOYTU B TY XX€ MUHYTY pa-
AOCTb ero npoLuna, n Kakoe-To 3aMeLLaTenbLCTBO 3acTur-
no ero BApYyr, COBEPLUEHHO Bpacnsox, Ha nongopore ot
ctona kK cocegHemy ctyny. O4eBMaHO ObINO, YTO OH He
3Harn, 4YTo cKasaTb, YTO caernarTb, U BrofnHe Co3HaBarn BClo
HENPUITIMYHOCTb — COCaTb B TaKyH XIOMNOTIINBYIO MUHYTY,
OCTaBMB rOCTH B CTOPOHE, OHOrO Kak OH €CTb, CBOM 4y-
Oyyok, a mexay Tem (Tak CUIbHO ObINO CMyLLEHUe ero)
BCe-Taku TAHYN u3 4yyby4yka 4TO ObINO CUMbl K Jaxe no-
YTN C HEKOTOPbIM BAOXHOBEHUeM. OpablHOB BOLLEST, Ha-
KOHel, B KomHaTy. OH 6pocun Gernbin B3rnsa Ha Mypu-
Ha. UTO-TO Noxoxee Ha BYEpPaLLHIO 3M1YH0 YIbIOKY, OT KO-
TOpoOW 1 Tenepb Gpocuno B Apoxb 1 B HerogosaHmne Op-



AbIHOBA, MPOCKONb3HYII0 MO Nuuy ctapuka. Bnpoyem, Bce
BpaxaebHoe ToT4ac e CKpbIIOChb U Crrnaansochk, U Bbl-
paxeHue nvua ero NPUHAMNO BUA, CaMblil HEMPUCTYMHbIN
N 3aMKHYTbIn. OH OTBECWUST NPEHU3KUI NOKITOH XWUNbLy
cBoeMy... Bcs ata cueHa Bockpecuna, HakoHel, COo3Ha-
Hue OpabiHoBa. OH npucTanbHO NOCMOTpen Ha Apocna-
Ba Mnbuya, xenas BHUKHYTb B MNonoxeHue gena. Apo-
cnas nbuny 3atpenetan un saamsancs.

— Bongute X, Bonante, — NpUMOSBUN OH, HAKOHEL,, —
BOMauTe, gparoueHHenwnmn Bacunuin Muxamnnosmy, oce-
HUTE NPUOBLITMEM U MNONOXUTE NeYvaThb... Ha BCE 3TU OBbIK-
HOBEHHble NpeamMeThbl... — nporosopun Apocnas Urnbuy,
rnokasaB PyKOW B OOWH Yrosi KOMHaTbl, MOKPaCHEB, Kak
MaxpoBas posa, CouBLLMCL, 3anyTaBLUNCL B cepalax Ha
TO, YTO camas bnaropogHas ppasa 3aBsa3na u NonHyna
AapoM, U C TPOMOM MOABUHYS CTYN Ha camylo cpeaviHy
KOMHaTbI.

— 7 BaM He mewwato, Apocnas Unbuny, g1 xoTen... Ha aBe
MUHYTBI.

— [MomunynTte! BO3MOXHO S BaM MHe NomeLuaTtb-C...
Bacunun Muxannosmd! Ho — nossonbete 4aunky-c! 3unl
cnyxbal.. A yBepeH, YTO 1 Bbl HE OTKaXETECh eLle OOHY
YaLueuky!

MypuWH KMBHYN rofoBOl0, AaB 3HATb TakMm 0bpasom,
YTO COBCEM He OTKaXeTcsl.

Apocnas Mnbny 3akpudan Ha Bowefulyo criyxoy u



HaucTpoxanwmnm obpasom notpebosan eule Tpu CTaka-
Ha, 3aTeM cen Bo3ne OpablHoBa. Heckornbko BpeMeHu oH
BepTES CBO rofioBY, Kak rmrncoBbIi KOTEHOK, TO BNPaBo,
TO BNneBso, ot MypuHa k OpabiHoBy 1 oT OpgbiHoBa K My-
puHy. NMNonoxeHune ero 6bIN0 BeECbMa HENPUATHOE. Emy,
O4YeBUAHO, YTO-TO XOTENOCh CKa3aTb, N0 UAEAM ero BeCb-
Ma LLEeKOTNMBOE, NO KpanHen mepe Ona OAHON CTOPOHbI.
Ho npu BCcex ycunumsix CBOUX OH PELLUTENBbHO HE MOT Bbl-
MonBUTb cnosa... OpablHOB TOXe Kak ByaATo Haxoawsncs B
HegoyMmeHun. bbina MnHyTa, Korga oba oHu pasom BOpyr
NPUHANUCE roBopUTh... Monyanuebii MypuH, Habnogas-
WK nx ¢ NobonbITCTBOM, MEASIEHHO pacnpasuil PoT U
nokasan 3y6bbl CBOM BCe 4O €4MHOrO...

— A npywen o6baBuTL Bam, — Bapyr Havan OpabIHOB, —
4YTO NO CaAMOMY HEMNPUATHOMY CIyyato NPUHYXOEH ocTa-
BUTb KBAPTUPY, W...

— MNpencraBbTe cebe, kakon CTpaHHbIN criydan! — ne-
pebun saopyr Apocnas Unbuy. — A, npusHatock, Obin BHE
cebsi OT n3ymneHunsd, Korga aToT NOYTEHHbIA CTapuK 00b-
SIBUJT MHE cerofHs NoyTpy Bawle peweHune. Ho...

— OH 06bsaBun Bam? — cnpocun ¢ naymnenmem Opabi-
HOB, CMOTpPsi Ha MypuHa.

MypuH nornagun ceoto 6opoay 1 3acMeancs B pykas.

— [Ha-c, — nogxeatun Apocnae nbuy, — BNpo4yem, <
Mory elle owmnbatbcs. Ho, cmeno ckaxy, Ans Bac — Je-
CTbIO MOEI MOry Bam py4yaTtbCs, YTO Afs Bac B CrioBax



3TOro NOYTEHHOro cTapmka He ObiNo HM TeHN obmaHoro!..

Tyt ApocnaB Unbn4y nokpacHen u yepes cuny noga-
BUN cBOe BONHeHne. MypuH, kak 6yaTo HaTelwack, Hako-
Hel, BAOBOSb 3aMeLLaTeNbCTBOM X0O35MHa U roCTS, CTy-
nun war snepes.

— 4 BOT Npo TO, Balwle bnaropoane, — Havars OH, C BeX-
NMBOCTUIO NMOKMOHMBLUMCE OpabliHOBY, — UX Bnaropoaune
Ha BalLl CHET ManeHbKo yTpyauTb nocmen... OHo Toro, cy-
Aapb, BbIXOAUT — CaMu 3HaAeTe — S U X03sika TO eCTb pa-
Abl Obl OyLIO 1 BONe 1 cnosa bbl ckasaTb He nocme-
nn... fa XuTbe-To Moe Kakoe, caMu 3HaeTe, caMun BUau-
Te, cyaapb! A, NpaBo, TONbKO YTO XMBOThbI Focnoab 6epe-
XET, 3a TO M MOfNM CBATYHO BOSIKO €r0; a TO caMun BUauTe,
cydapb, B3BblTb MHE, YTO nn, npuxoantca? — Tyt MypuH
OonNATb yTep pykaBoM CBOw Gopoay.

OpAablHOBY NOYTU Aenanock AypHO.

— [a, pa, 4 Bam cam npo Hero roBopus: 60nbLHON, TO
ecTb 910 malheur... TO ecTb A 6bIN0 XOTEN BbIPA3UTLCA
no-opaHLy3CKK, HO, U3BUHUTE, S NO-PPaHLYy3CKN He TaK
cBobOgHO, TO eCTb...

— Ha-c...

— [a-c, To ecTb...

OpablHoB 1 Apocnas Unbny caenanu apyr gapyry no
MONYMOKIMOHY, KaXXabli C CBOEro CTyna U HECKONbKO Ha-
6ok, 1 06a NPUKPLINIM BO3HUKLLEE HEQOYMEHNE U3BUHMU-
TenbHbIM cMexoMm. [lenoson Apocnas Mrnbud ToTyac no-



npaBurcs.

— 4, Bnpoyem, nogpobHO paccrnpalumsan 3TOro 4YecT-
HOro 4yernoBeka, — Ha4yan oH, — OH MHe roBopwus, 4To 60o-
NEe3Hb TON XEHLMUHBbI. ..

TyT wekotnueblin Apocnas Vnbud, BepoAaTHO Xenas
CKPbITb MasieHbKOe HedoyMeHue, OnsiTb BO3HUKLLUEE Ha
nuue ero, GbLICTPO, BOMNPOCUTENbHLIM B3rNSAOM yCTpe-
mMunca Ha MypuHa.

— [la, X039nKN-To Hawlen...

HenukaTtHbin Apocnas Unbuy He HacTauBsarn.

— XO361KN, TO eCTb ObIBLLEN XO3ANKN BaLLIEN, A KaK-TO,
npas.o... Hy, ga! OHa, Buaute nun, 6onbHas xeHwmHa. OH
rOBOPUT, YTO OHa BaM MELLAET... B BalLNX 3aHATUSX, Aa U
OH CaM... Bbl OT MEHS1 CKPbIfI 0OHO BaXXHOe 0bCcToATENb-
cTtBo, Bacunun Munxamnnosuy!

— Kakoe?

— Hac4eT pyxbs-c, — NpOMONBUI NOYTU LLENOTOM Ca-
MbIM CHUCXOOUTENbHbLIM ronocom Apocnas Mnbwny, ¢ oa-
HOW MWITbOHHOW J0ren ynpeka, HEXXHO 3a3BeHEeBLUEro B
ero gpyxeckom teHope. — Ho, — npnbasmn oH nocneLu-
HO, — 9 BCE 3Hat0, OH MHE BCe pacckasan, U Bbl bnaropoa-
HO caenanu, oTNyCTUB EMY €ro HEBOSIbHYIO BUHY nepea
Bamu. KnsHycb, s Bugen cnesbl Ha rnasax ero!

Apocnae Vnbuy cHoBa NokpacHer; rnasa ero 3acusinu,
N OH C YyBCTBOM MOBEPHYIICA Ha CTyne.

— 4, TO eCcTb Mbl, Cyaapb, Balle brnaropogue, To eCTb ,



npPUMepoM cKkasaTb, a 1 X035I1MKa MOSs1 YK U Kak 3a Bac bo-
ra monum, — Hadyan MypwuH, obpaluasce kK OpabIHOBY, MO-
kamecT Apocnae Mnbuy nogasnsin obblMHOE BOSIHEHME
CBO€, N NpUCTanbHO CMOTPS Ha HEro, — Aa camu 3HaeTe,
cyaapb, oHa 6aba xBopas, riynas; MeHsi Camoro ene Ho-
M HOCAT...

— [a s rotos, — cka3an B HeTepneHbe OpabiHOB, — MOJ-
HOTe, NoXanymncra; 9 XoTb cendac!..

— Hert, TO ecTb, cygapb, MHOMMM Ballen MUOCTU OO-
BOnbHbl (MypuH NpeHn3ko NoknoHunca). A, cygapb, Bam
He Npo TO; S BOT XOTeS1 CNOBO BbIMOMNBUTbL, — BEAb OHA,
cyaapb, MHE-TO NOYTU M3 POOHU, TO €CTb M3 JarbHewn,
NpPUMepoM, Kak roBoOpuUTCs, cebMasi Boga, TO eCTb YXK He
nobpesrynte Cri0OBOM HallMM, cygapb, NMOAMN Mbl TEMHbIE
— [a cbiamaneTcTtea Takas! [lonoBeHka 6onbHas, 3agop-
Has, B JleCy pocrna, My>XWU4KOWN pocna Bce Mex OyprnakoB
Aa 3aBOOYMKOB; a TYT UX JOM Cropw; MaTtb, cygapb, en-
Hasi Noropwu; oTeL, CBOK AyLUy onanu — Nnoguka-Cb, oHa u
HEBECTb YTO pacCKaXeT BaM... A TONbKO Tak HEe Mella-
OCb, @ ee XN-X1p-pyrrimdkon coset Ha Mockse cmoTpen...
TO eCTb, CyAapb, COBCEM NoBpeamnach, BoT 4To! A Tonb-
KO Y He’ 1 octarncs, co MHOu n xuBeT. XKnsem, bora mo-
NUM, Ha BCEBbLILLHIOW CUIY HAQEEMCS; YK S el U He Mo-
rnepevy COBCEM...

OpabiHOB n3meHuncsa B nuue. Apocnas Mnbuy cmoT-
pern To Ha Toro, TO Ha Apyroro.



—[a a He npo To, cyaaps... HeT! — nonpasunca MypuH,
Ba)KHO Nnokayas ronosoto. — OHa, NnpuMepom ckasaTb, Ta-
KON BeTep, BUXOPb TaKOW, rorioBa Takas nobosHasi, byn-
Has, BCe MUMOro ApyXKa, — eCrnn U3BUHUTENbHO OyaeT
ckasaTb, — Aa 3a3HO0yLLKy B cepaue el nogasan: Ha TOM
M nomellaHa. A yx ee ckaskamu yrewiaw, TO eCTb Kak
yneuwat. A A Bedb, Cydapb, BUAEN, KaK OHa — YXX Mpo-
cTuUTe, Cyaapb, MOe rrynoe CrioBo, — npogosnkan MypuH,
KnaHsascb M yTupasa pykasom 6opogy, — NpuMepHOo, Cno-
3HaBanacb-TO C BaM; Bbl, TO €CTb, NPMMEPOM CKa3saTb,
BalLle CUATENbCTBO, OTHOCUTENBHO NOOBM K HEW Nosib-
HYTb NoXenanw...

Apocnas Mnbny BCNbIXHYN M C YNPEKOM B3IMsHYN Ha
MypuHa. OpabIHOB eABa ycuaen Ha cTyne.

— Her... TO ecTb 9, cyaapb, He Npo TO... s, cyaapb,
crnpocTa, MyXVK, 1 U3 Ballen BOSIN... KOHEYHO, Mbl flt0-
AN TEMHbIE, Mbl, CyAapb, BalUW CNyru, — NPMMONBUIT OH,
HN3KO KNaHSASCb, — a YK KaK C >XEHOW Npo BaLly MUSOCTb
Bora 6ygem monute!.. YTo Ham? Bbinn 6kl CbiTbl, 300P0-
Bbl, pONTaTb HE pormaem; Aa MHe-TO, Cydapb, YTO X Ae-
natb, B NETO NesTb, Yto Nn? Camun 3HaeTe, cygapsb, ae-
N0 XUTENCKOE, HaC noxarneute, a 3To yX 4YTO X, cydapb,
Oyaer, Kak ewe ¢ nontodosHMkoM!.. pyboe-To, cyaapsb,
Bbl CFTOBO NPOCTUTE... MY>XMK, Cydapb, a Bbl, 6apuH... Bbl,
cyfapb, Balle CUSATENbCTBO, YeSIOBEK MOSI040M, ropabin,
ropsvnin, a oHa, cyaapb, caMu 3HaeTe, AUTH Manoe, Hepa-



3yMHOe — onro Nb € Hen Ao rpexa! baba oHa sigpeHas,
pyMsiHasi, Munas, a MeHs, cTapuka, Bce HemMoudb BeperT.
Hy, yto? Gec yXx, 3HaTb, Bawy MUIOCTb nonyTtan! a yx
ee ckaskamu BCe ynewjato, NpaBo yrewiato. A yX Kak npo
BaLLy MUOCTb C XeHow ctanu 6bl bora monuTte! To ecTb
BOT Kak monuTb! [1a n 4TO Bam, Balle CUATENLCTBO, XOTb
OoHa 6bl 1 MMNas, a BCe X MyXUn4ka oHa, 6aba HeMbITas,
NOHEBHWLA rnynas, MHe, MyXuKy, yeta!l He Bam, npumep-
HO, cyaapb, 6aTiowwka 6apuH, N0 MyXnykam akwnTbea! A
YX Kak ¢ Her ctanu 6 npo Bawy MunocTb 6ora MonNuTb,
BO Kak MonuTb!..

TyT MypuH NOKNOHUIICA HU3KO-HWU3KO U OSTO He pasru-
6an cnuHbl, 6ecnpepbIBHO yTHpas pykaBom 6opoay. Apo-
cnas nbwny He 3Han, rae crtosn.

— [a-c, aToT Ao6pbIN YernoBekK, — 3amMeTun OH, BECb 3a-
MELLaBLUNCb, — FOBOPUIT MHE O KaKuX-TO CyLLEeCcTBOBaB-
LMx mexay Bamm 6ecnopsigkax-c; 1 He OCMeNMBaOChb Be-
puTb, Bacunuin Muxamnosud... A cnblwarn, Bbl BCe eLle
O0nbHbI-C, — BLICTPO Nepedun oH co cnes3awmnumMmncs ot
BOJSTHEHUS TMa3amu, B HEUCTOLLMMOM 3aMmellaTenbCcTBe
cmoTpsa Ha OpablHoBaA.

— [a-c... CkonbKo A gormkeH BaM? — BbICTPO Cnpocun
OpabiHoB y MypuHa.

—Yro BbI, 6aTiowka 6apuH? nonHoTe! Mbl BEAb HE XpU-
cTonpoaaBubl kKakme-Hnbyab. YTo Bbl, cygapb, Hac obu-
xpaerte! MNocTblannuck 6bl, cyaapb; YeM Mbl C CYNPY>KHU-



uen sac odbmxgann? MNMomunynte-c!

— Ho, ogHako X, 3To CTpaHHO, ApYr MOW; Be[lb OHU Xe
y Bac HaHUManu; 4yBCTBYETE JIM Bbl, YTO OTKa3OM CBOUM
Bbl X 0bmxaeTe? — BCcTynuncs Apocnas Unbu4, Aonrom
noymTas nokasatb MypuHy BCIO CTPAHHOCTb M LLIEKOTNN-
BOCTb €ro MOCTYrKa.

— [Na nomunynte X, GaTiowka! 4yto Bbl, cyaapb, 6a-
PUH? NOMUIYNTE-C! VXK N YEM Mbl HE yroaunu nNpo satly
4YecTb? YX M Tak cTapanucb-cTapanucb, XXMBOTbl HaOo-
pBanu, nomunymnte-c! NonHoTe, cyaapb; NONHOTE, CBET
6apuH, Xpuctoc Bac nomunyet! YTo Mbl, HEBEPHbIE, YTO
nn, kakme? MNyctb 6bl Xnn, Kywan Obl y Hac Halle ACTBO
MY>KMLIKOE Ha 300pOBbe, NyCTb Obl Nexan — Hu4ero 6 He
ckasanu, u... crioBa He Moneunun 6; ga HeYUCTbIN Nony-
Tan, XBOpbI 9 YenoBek, Aa N Xo3ska MOsl XBopasi — YTo
Oyoewb genatb! Yenyxutb-to 6bl HEKOMY 6bIno, a paabl
Obl, Aywoto 66l pagbl Obinn. A yX Kak Mbl C X0351MKon By-
AeM nNpo Bawly MunocTb bora MonnTb, TO €CTb BO KakK MO-
nuTb!

MypuH noknoHunca B nosic. Cnesa BblgaBunacb U3
BOCTOPXXeHHbIX rna3 Apocnasa Unbnya. C aHTy3Masmom
nocmoTtpen oH Ha OpablHOBa.

— CkaxuTe, Kakast bnaropogHas 4epta-c! Kakoe cBs-
TO€ rocTenpMMMCTBO NOYNNO-C Ha PYCCKOM Hapoge-c!

OpabliHOB Onko B3rnaHyn Ha Apocnasa Unbuya. OH
MOYTM YXKACHYIICH... U OCMaTpMBarn ero ¢ rofioBbl 40 HOT.



— A n npaBo, cyaapb, roCTENPUUMCTBO, UMEHHO, YTUM,
TO eCTb BOT KaK 4YTum, cyaaps! — nogxsatun MypuH, 3a-
CNOHSIS BCEM pyKaBoM cBoO ©opoay. — NpaBo, BOT Te-
nepb gyma naet: noroctunm 6 Bbl y Hac, cygapb, en-6o-
ry 6, noroctunu, — npogosmkan oH, nogctynas k OpablHO-
BY, — a U 4, cyAapb, HUYEro; AeHeK-apyron HU4ero, npa-
BO 6 HM4Yero He ckasan. [la rpex 6onbHO nonyTan, Xo3sn-
Ka-To nwb MoAa HesgopoBa! Ax, kak Obl He xo3suka! BoT
6b1n1 6bl, NPUMEPHO, OAMH A: YK U Kak Bbl A BaLLy MUITOCTb
yBaXXur, YK 1 Kak Obl Xoaus, To ecTb BO Kak xoaun! Koro x
HaM, KOS 1 He Ballly MUITOCTb YBaXXUTb? YK s Obl Bac Bbl-
neuun, npaeo b6bl BbINeYns, 1 1 cpeactame 3Hat... lNpa-
BO 6bl, NOrocTunun, cyaapb, en-6ory, BOT BENMKOE CrOBO,
y Hac noroctunu 6Gobl!..

— B camom pgene, HET nu kakoro cpeacTea? — 3aMeTun
Apocnas Nnbwuy... ga n He JOKOHYKI.

OpAablHOB caenan HanpacnuHy, ¢ ANKUM U3yMIeHneM
ornsiaeB He3agomnro 4o Toro ¢ Hor O rofnoBbl Apocna-
Ba Mnbm4ya. 310 OblN, KOHEYHO, YecTHenwunn n bnaro-
pPOOHENLLUNIA YerioBEeK, HO OH Tenepb MOHAN BCe U, npu-
3HaTbCS, NOMOXEeHNe ero 6bINI0 BECbMa 3aTpyaHUTENBHO!
Emy xoTenocs, 4To HasblBaeTcs, NOMHYTb CO cMexa! byab
OH oauH Ha oaunH BmecTe ¢ OpablHOBbIM, — ABa Takue
apyra! — KoHe4yHo, ApocnaB Unbuy He BbiTepnen Obl u
HeyMepeHHO rnpeaancsa nopbiBy Becenoctu. Bo Bcskom
cnyyae OH cgenan Obl 3T0 BecbMa 6naropogHo, ¢ 4yB-



cTBOM noxan 6bl nocne cmexa pyky OpAablHOBaA, UCKPEH-
HO 1 cnpaBegnnBo yBepus Bbl ero, YTO YyBCTBYET yaBO-
€HHOE YBaXXEHNE K HEMY N YTO U3BUHSIET BO BCSKOM Chy-
Yyae... ga, HakoHel, 1 mMageTb He BygeT Ha MONogOoCTb.
Ho Tenepb, npy n3BeCcTHON CBOEN AENNKATHOCTK, OH Obin
B CaAaMOM 3aTpYyAHUTENbHOM MOMOXKEHUN U NOYTU HE 3Han,
Kyda CKpbITb cebs...

— CpepnctBust, TO eCTb CHagobbsa! — nogxsatun MypuH,
Yy KOTOPOro BCe NULO LLEBESIbHYNOCb OT HESTOBKOrO BOC-
KnuuaHua Apocnasa Unbnya. — A, To ecTb, cydapb, no
rNynocT MOEN MY>XMLIKOW, BOT YTO ckasan 6bl, — Nnpoaon-
Xan oH, CTYNuB eLle Lar Brnepea, — KHUXKEK Bbl, cyaapb,
BOMbHO 3a4MTanNnCb; CKaxy, yMHbl BONbHO CTanu; OHo, TO
€CTb KaK No-pyCCKM FOBOPUTCS Yy HAC, MO-MY>XULIKOMY, YM
3a pasyMm 3awlen...

— [loBonbHO! — cTporo npepsan Apocnas Unbwnu...

— A nay, — ckasan OpabiHoOB, — Gnarogapto Bac, Apo-
cnae Wnbwny; 6yay, Oyay y Bac HeNnpeMeHHO, — roBopur
OH Ha yABOEHHbIE BEXNMBOCTU Apocnasa Nnbnya, KoTo-
pbin 6bIN He B cunax gonee ero ygepxuneatb. — [powan-
Te, npoLianTe...

— lMpowanTe, Bawe Gnaropoane; npowiante, cygapb;
He 3abyabTe Hac, HaBeCTUTe Hac rpeLLHbIX.

OpAblHOB He crnbixan HM4ero 6onee; OH BbILES Kak no-
NOYMHBbIMN.

OH He Mor BblHECTU Donee; OH BbIn Kak youTbIn; co-



3HaHwue ero ueneHeno. OH rnyxo YyBCTBOBAr, YTO ero ay-
WKt 60nesHb, HO XONogHoe oT4YasiHUe BOLLapUnoch B Oy-
LUe ero, M TOMbKO Crblwan OH, YTO Kakas-To rnyxasi 6onb
NIOMUT, TOMUT, COCET eMy rpyab. EMy xoTenocb ymepeTb
B 9Ty MUHYTY. Horn nogkocunuck, 1 oH npucen y 3abopa,
He obpallasa bornee BHUMaHUS HU Ha NPOXOAMBLUUX JTHO-
AEeWn, HX Ha Tonny, HaynHasLWylo cOnpaTbCs BO3Nne Hero,
HW Ha OKJIMKN M paccnpockl NOOOMbLITHLIX, €r0 OKPYXXNB-
Wwux. Ho BOpyr n3 MHOXeCTBa rofiocoB pa3garcs Hag HAM
ronoc MypuHa. OpabiHoB nogHaAn rornosy. CTapuk gem-
CTBUTESbHO CTOAN nepen HUM; bnegHoe nNuuUo ero 6bI1o
BaXXHO M 3a4yM4YMBO. ITO YK Bbln COBCEM APYron Yero-
BEK, YeM TOT, KOTOpbIN Tak rpybo rnymuncsa Hag HUM Y
Apocnasa Unbuya. OpabiHOB npuscTas; MypuH B3sn ero
3a PyKy U BbIBES U3 TOMMbI. ..

— Tebe elle HyXHO cBon ckapb 3axBaTUTb, — CKasan
OH, UCKoca B3rnsiHyB Ha OpabiHoBa. — He ropton, 6apuH! —
BCKpUKHYN MypuH. — Tkl MonoA, 4ero ropesatb!

OpablHOB He oTBevarn.

— Obwuxaewbcs, 6apuH? 3HaTb, 60NbHO 310 TEbS B3S-
no... na Hevyemy; BCSAK cBoe Jobpo bepexert!

— 4 He 3Hato Bac, — ckasan OpAabIHOB, — A He XO4Y 3HaTb
Bawwmnx TanH. Ho oHa! oHal.. — nporoBopwusi OH, 1 cnesbl
rpagom, B TpU pydbs, NOTEKNM M3 rna3 ero. Betep cpbl-
Basn ux ogHy 3a gpyrom ¢ ero wek... OpablHOB yTupan
nx pykon. XKecT ero, B3rnsif, HeNnpou3BosbHble ABUKEHUS



APOXKaBLUMX NOCUHENbIX ry6, — BCe NnpeackasbiBarno B HEM
nomMeLuaTenbCTBO.

— A yx Tebe Tonkosan, — ckasan MypuH, CTUCHYB Opo-
BU, — OHa nonoymHasi! OTyero u Kak nomelsanacs... 3a-
yem Tebe 3HaTb? TonNbKO MHEe OHa 1 Takas — pogHas! Bos-
nodun s ee GonblUe XU3HU MOEN N HUKOMY HE OTAaM.
[MoHumaews Tenepsb!

OroHb Ha MrHoBeHue cBepkHyn B rmasax OpabIHOBA.

— Ho 3a4yem xe ... 3a4eM g Tenepb CNOBHO XWU3Hb MNO-
Tepsn? 3ayem xe bonuT Moe cepaue? 3a4em s onosHan
KaTtepuny?

— 3ayem? — MypuH ycMmexHyncs 1 3agymarncs. — 3a-
4yeM, 9 U CaM He 3HaKw 3a4yeM, — BbIMOSIBUIT OH, HaKO-
HeL. — YKEeHCKMIn HOPOB HE MOopcKas NyvnHa, pacno3HaTb
ero pacnosHaellb, Ja XUTep OH, CToekK, xmByd! Ha, ge-
ckaTtb, BblHb Aa nonoxb! 3HaTb, U BNpAMb, 6apuH, OHa
C BamMu xoTerna ynTu OT MeHs, — NpoAosiKas OH B pasay-
Mbe. — [Nobpesrana ctapbiM, U3Xnsa ¢ HUM BCe, HACKOSb-
KO MOXHO M3XuTb! MNpurnaHynnce Bbl, 3HaTb, €N BOMNbHO
cHadana! Anb yX Tak, Bbl N1, gpyron nu... A sBegb en He
nepedy HM B YeM; NTUYbS MOSIOKa MoXenaeT, U MorioKa
NTUYbA AOCTaHy; NTULY TaKylo caM caenaro, Konv HeT Ta-
ko ntuupbl! TwecnaBHa oHa! 3a BOMOLWKOW FOHUTCA, a
N caMma He 3HaeT, 0 YeM cepue 6naxut. AH 1 BbILWIIO,
4yTO Nnyywe no-crapomy! 3x, GapuH! monog Tbl 60MBHO!
Cepaue TBOE eLLe ropsa4o, CroBHO Yy AEBKU, YTO PyKaBOM



CBOM crne3bl YyTUpaeT, noknHyTasa! CnosHan, 6apuH: cna-
Bbomy yenoBeKky ogHOMY He caepaTtbes! Tonbko gam emy
BCe, OH CaM Xe NnpuaeT, Bce Ha3aj oTaacT; Aan emy non-
LapcTBa 3eMHOro B obnagaHve, nonpobyn — Tl AyMaellb
4yto? OH Tebe TyT Xe B BalwmMak ToT4ac crnpsiyeTcs, Tak
ymanutca. [lan emy BOOLLKY, Cnabomy YyenoBeky, — cam
ee CBSKET, Hasad npuHeceT. [nynomy cepguy 1 Bons He
Bnpok! He npoxuTb ¢ Taknm HopoBoMm! A Tebe 31O BCce
TaK roBopro — MornoaeHek Tbl 6onbHO! Tbl YTO MHE? Thl
ObIn1 ga nowen — Tbl UNb APYron, Bce paBHO. A 1 cHavana
3Han, yTo 6yget oagHo. A nepeyvnTb Henb3s! cnosa Mor-
BUTb HEMb35 NONepeEK, KoM XoLWb CBOE cHaCTbe coepeyb.
OHo Beab, 3HaWwb, 6apuH, — npogormkan dunocodcTBo-
BaTb MypuH, — TONbLKO BCE Tak rOBOPUTCS: N Yero He Obl-
BaeT? 3a HOX BO3bMETCS B cepauax, He To 6e30pyXHbIN,
C ronbiMn pykamu Ha Tebs, kak 6bapaH, nonesert, ga 3yba-
MM FNOTKY Bpary nepepseT. A NyCTb-T€ JaayT 3TOT HOX-
OT B pyKW, Aa Bpar TBOW cam npe 106010 LLUMPOKYHO rpyab
pacrnaxHeT, HeboCb 1 OTCTynNULWbCA!

OHun Bownu BO ABOp. TaTtapuvH elle nsganu 3asuaen
MypurHa, CHAN nepeq HUM LWarnky 1 NlykaBo, NpucTanbHO
cmoTtpen Ha OpablHoBa.

— Yto maTb? goma? — 3akpunyan emy MypuH.

— Hdowma.

— Ckaxu, 4yTob emy ckapb ero nepetawmtb nomornu!
[a v Tbl nowen, asurancs!



OHu B3ownn Ha necTHuyy. Ctapyxa, cnyxuswas y My-
pUHa 1 OKasaBLlasiCs AeNCTBUTENbHO MaTepbio ABOPHU-
Ka, BO3uUach C NOXMUTKaMu ObIBLUETO XUIbLia 1 BOPYSIMBO
Bsi3ana ux B oguH 6onbLuon y3en.

— MNopoxau; a-Te ewe n3 TBOEro NpuHecy, Tam ocTa-
nace...

MypuH Bowen K cebe. Yepe3s MUHYTY OH BOPOTUIICA U
nogan OpabliHOBY BoraTyto NogyLLUKY, BCHO BbILUUTYHO LLEM-
Kamu 1 rapycom — Ty caMyto, KOTOpYIo nosnioxuna emy Ka-
TepuHa, Korga oH caenarncs borneH.

— OT0 OHa Tebe wrneT, — ckaszan MypuH. — A Tenepb
cTynan nogobpy-no3goposy, 4a CMOTPU X He LaTancs, —
nprnbaBus OH BNONrornoca, 0Te4eCKMM TOHOM, — He TO XY-
Ao oyger.

BugHo ObINo, 4TO eMy He XOTenocb obwkaTb XWib-
ua. Ho korga oH 6pocun Ha Hero nocnegHun B3rnsAa, To
HEBOJSIbHO BUAHO 6bIfo, Kak NpuiMB HEUCTOLLMMOW 310-
Obl 3akunen Ha nuue ero. NoyTn ¢ oTBpaLLeHneM 3aTBO-
pun oH aAsepb 3a OpAbIHOBbIM.

Uepes aBa 4Yaca OpabliHOB nepeexan K Hemuy Lnucy.
TuHxeH axHyna, B3rnaHyB Ha Hero. OHa ToT4yac cnpocu-
na ero o0 340poOBbE U, Y3HaB, B YeM [eno, HemMeaneHHO
pacnonoxwunacbk neuntb. CTapuk HemeL, caMOA4OBOSTbHO
nokasarn XunbLy CBOeMY, YTO OH TOSIbKO YTO XOTeN NATU K
BOpPOTaM 1 CHOBa HanenuTb SPSibIYOK, 3aTEM YTO CerogHs
aKKypaTHO B KOMeWKy Bblllen 3a4aTok ero, BblCYMTbIBAs



N3 HEro Kaxabl AeHb Hanma. [Npuyem ctapuk He npemMu-
HYI JanbHOBUAHO NOXBANUTb HEMELIKYIO aKKypaTHOCTb U
4YeCTHOCTb. B TOT e aeHb OpAbIHOB 3aHEMOT U TOMbKO
Yyepes Tpu Mecdla Mor BCTaTb C MOCTENN.

Mano-nomany OH BbI34OPOBEN W CTan BbIXOOAWTb.
KunsHb y Hemua 6bina ogHoobpasHa, nokorHa. Hewmeu
6bin 6e3 ocoboro HopoBa; XopoLUueHbKast TUHXEH, HE TPO-
ras HPaBCTBEHHOCTU, Obifa BCEM, YEM YrOAHO, — HO KakK
OyaTo XU3Hb HAaBEKM noTepsina ceou uBeT ans OpabiHO-
Ba! OH cTan 3agymuuB, pasgpaxuteneH; BneyatnuTenb-
HOCTb ero npuHsana HarnpasneHue GonesHeHHoe, N OH
HeNnpPUMETHO BNagan B 31y, O4ePCTBENYH UMOXOHOPUIO.
KHurn He packpbiBanucb MHorga no uensiMm Hegenam. by-
ayuee 6bI10 ANA Hero 3anepTo, AeHbIM ero BbIXOAWmMN,
N OH OMYyCTUN PYKU 3apaHee; OH daxe He ayman o byay-
weM. MHoraa npexHasa ropayvka K Hayke, NpexHumn xap,
npexHue obpasbl, UM CaMUM CO34aHHbIE, APKO BOCCTa-
Banu npen HUM M3 NpoLUeaLwero, HO OHU TONbKO AaBu-
nn, Aywunnu ero aHepruto. Mbeicrb He nepexoauna B ge-
no. CosgaHne octaHoBunocb. Kaszanocb, Bce 3Tn obpa-
3bl HAPOYHO BblpacTanu rMraHTaMmn B ero NpeacTaBneHu-
AX, YTO6 cMesaATbCca Hag BGeccunuem ero, Ux Xxe TBopLa.
EMy HEBONbHO MpMXoaurno B rPyCTHYO MUHYTY CpaBHe-
HMe camoro cebsa ¢ TemM XBaCTMIMBbIM YYEHUKOM Konay-
Ha, KOTOPbLIN, YKPaB CII0BO yYnTENS, NpMKasan MeTre Ho-
CUTb BoAy W 3axnebHyncs B Hew, 3abblB, Kak cKa3aThb:



«nepecTtaHby». MoxeT 6bITb, B HEM OCyLlecTBMIachb Obl
uenasi, opurmHanobHasi, camobbiTHas naes. Moxet ObITb,
eMy CyXXOeHo ObIno 6bITb XyA0XXHMKOM B Hayke. 1o kpan-
Hen mepe npexae oH cam Bepun B 310. VIckpeHHAs Bepa
ecTb yX 3anor 6ygyuiero. Ho Tenepb OH cam cMesncs B
WHble MUHYTbI Hag CBOMM crenbiM ybexxgeHnem n — He
nogsurarncs snepea.

3a nonroga nepen TeM OH BbRKWIT, co3aan u Habpocan
Ha Oymary CTPOWHbIA 3CKU3 CO34aHusl, Ha KOTOpoMm (no
MOMOLOCTN CBOEN) B HETBOPYECKME MWUHYTLI CTPOWUN Ca-
Mble BeLLleCTBEHHbIe Hagexabl. COYMHEHNE OTHOCUNOCH
K UICTOPUM LIEPKBU, U CaMble Tensble, ropsyne ybexae-
HWS Nernu nog nepom ero. Tenepb OH NepeYen 3ToT NiaH,
nepeagenarn, gymar o HeMm, YnTarn, pbifics U, HaKOHeL,, OT-
BEPr MAOEHK CBOK, HE NMOCTPOMB HUYENO Ha pasBanMHax.
Ho 4TO-TO noxokee Ha MUCTUUM3M, Ha npegonpeaene-
HME M TAMHCTBEHHOCTb Ha4yano NPOHMKaTb B €ro AyLly.
HecyacTHbIN YyBCTBOBAs CTpagaHUsa CBOM U NPOCUN UC-
ueneHna y bora. PaboTHuua Hemua, U3 pycckux, ctapyxa
BoromonbHas, ¢ HacnaXxaeHMem pacckasbiBana, kak Mo-
NNTCA €e CMUPHbIN XUneL 1 Kakmm obpasom no uenbim
Yacam JIeXUT OH, COBHO 6e3blXaHHbIN, Ha LEePKOBHOM
nomocTe...

OH HMKOMY He roBOPWI HM CroBa O CIyYMBLUEMCSH C
HMUM. HO nopon, ocobGeHHO B CyMepKW, B TOT 4ac, KO-
raa ryn KoOnokoroB HanoMuHasm eMy TO MrHOBEHMWe, KO-



roa BrnepBble 3agpoXxana, 3aHbifia BCA rpyab ero Aoto-
ne HeBeOMbIM YyBCTBOM, KOrda OH cTan BO3fe Hee Ha
KoneHsix B boxnem xpame, 3abbiB 060 BCEM, U TOMNbKO
cnblwan, Kak ctyyarno ee pobkoe cepaue, Koraa crnesamu
BOCTOpra v pagocTy OMbIfT OH HOBYIO, CBETIYHO Haaexay,
MEnNbKHYBLUYO eMY B €ro OANMHOKOM XWU3HW, — Toraa byps
BCTaBana 13 ya3BrneHHOM HaBekn gywm ero. Torga cogpo-
rancst ero gyx, s MyyeHue nobBu Xryymm OorHem cCHoBa
nbinano B rpyam ero. Torga cepaue ero rpyCTHO M CTpacT-
HO ©oneno, n, kasanocb, NOOBL ero Bo3pacTana Bme-
CcTe ¢ nevanblo. Yacto no uenbiM Yyacam, 3abbiB cedbs u
BCIO OObIEHHYIO XXM3Hb CBOHO, 3a0bIB BCe Ha CBeTe, NPo-
CVXXMBan OH Ha OAHOM MeCTe, OAWHOKWUI, YHbINbIN, 6es-
HaZEeXHO Kayan rofioBon WU, poHsst 6e3MOnBHbIE Cnesbl,
wenTan npo cebs: «KatepuHa! ronybunua most HeHarnaa-
Has! CecTpuua mosa oguHokas!..»

Kakas-To 6e306pasHasi Mbicnb cTana Bce 6onee u 60-
nee Mmy4unTb ero. Bce cunbHee n cunbHee npecnegosana
OHa €ero M ¢ KaXablM AHeM Bonnouianacb nepeg HMUM B
BEPOATHOCTb, B OENCTBUTENbHOCTb. EMY Kasanocbk, — n
OH, HaKkoHeL, caM NoBEepUI BO BCe, — EMY Ka3arocCb, YTO
HeBpeaum 6bin paccynok KatepuHbl, HO 4TO MypuH 6bin
no-cBoeMy npas, Ha3BaB ee crnabbiMm cepauem. Emy kasa-
NOCb, YTO Kakasa-TO TanHa CBs3biBana ee ¢ CTapMKOM, HO
yTto KatepuHa, He COo3HaB NPeCTynneHus, Kak ronybuua
yuctaqa nepewna B ero Bnactb. KTo oHM? OH He 3Han To-



ro. Ho emy 6ecnpepbiBHO cHMnack rnybokas, 6e3Bbixoa-
Has TMpaHus Hag G6eaHbiM, 6e33alMTHLIM CO34aHuEM;
N cepaue cMywanoch 1 Tpenetano 6eccunbHbIM HEro40-
BaHMEM B rpyam ero. EMy kazanocb, 4To nepeq ucrnyraH-
HbIMW OYamMK BOPYT NPO3PEBLUEN OYLLM KOBAPHO BbICTaB-
NAnu ee Xe nageHue, KoBapHo my4vnnu begHoe, criaboe
cepaue, TonkKoBanu nepeq Hen BKPUBbL U BKOCb Npasay,
C YMbICITOM NoAagepXvBanun cnenoty, rae Obino HyXHO,
XUTPO NbCTUMN HEOMbITHLIM HAKITOHHOCTAM MOPbLIBUCTO-
ro, CMSTEHHOrO cepaua ee 1 Mano-nomMarny pesanu Kpbl-
nba y BONbHOW, cBOGOAHOW AyLIM, HECMOCOOHON, HaKo-
Hel, HX K BOCCTaHMI0, HX K CBOBO4HOMY NOPbLIBY B HACTO-
ALY KU3Hb. ..

Mano-nomany OpgbliHOB oguyarn ewle 6onee npexHe-
ro, B 4YeM, HyXXHO OTAaTb CrnpaBeasIMBOCTb, €ro HeMLupbI
HUCKONbKO eMy He Mewanu. OH YacTo nbun 6poanTb
no ynuuam, gonro, 6e3 uenu. OH BbIGUpan npenmylle-
CTBEHHO CYMEpeYHbI Yac, a MeCcTo MPOryfnkn — mecTa
rnyxue, oTganeHHble, pegko nocewaemble Hapogom. B
OOWH HEHACTHbIW, HE3Q0POBbLIN, BECEHHUN BeYep B O4-
HOM M3 TaKMX 3aKOYIKOB BCTPETUN OH Apocrnasa Unbuya.

Apocnas nbny npumMeTHO noxyaen, NpUsTHble rna-
3a ero NOTYCKHENK, N camM OH Kak 6yaTo BeCb paso4yapo-
Bancd. OH 6exan Bnonbixax 3a KakMm-To He TepnsaLwmm
oTnaratenbCcTBa 4EroM, MPOMOK, 3arpa3HUCS, U OoXae-
Bad Kanns, KaKMM-To NodyTn dpaHTactTmyecknum obpasom,



yXXe Lenbli Bedep He cxoausia ¢ BeCbMa MpPUITMYHOrO,
HO Tenepb NOCMHEBLLErO Hoca ero. K Tomy e OH oTpac-
TMn 6akeHbapabl. 3T 6akeHbapabl, 4a v To, 4TO Apo-
cnae Mnbu4y B3rngaHyn Tak, kak 6yato nsberan BcTpeyun
C CTapUHHbBIM 3HAKOMbIM CBOUM, NoyTn nopasunno Opabl-
HOBa... YyaHoe feno! gaxe Kak-To ya3Buso, pasobungeno
ero cepaue, He Hy>xaasLUeecs Jocere HU B YbeM COCTpa-
AaHun. Emy, HakoHeu, npusiTHee ObiN NPeXHWn Yeno-
BEK, NPOCTON, 4OOPOAYLLUHbIN, HAUBHbBIN — PELLMMCS CKa-
3aTb, HaKOHeL, OTKPOBEHHO — HEMHOXEYKO rMynbli, HO
0e3 NpeTeH3nn pasovapoBaTbCs U NOYMHETb. A Henpu-
ATHO, Korga asynbil YenoBeK, KOTOPOro Mbl Npexae nio-
6mnn, moxeTt 6bITb, UMEHHO 3a IMyNoCTb ero, 8dpya rno-
yMHeem, pelnTenbHO HenpusTHO. Bnpovem, HegoBep-
YMBOCTb, C KOTOPOK OH cmoTpen Ha OpablHoBa, ToT4ac
Xe crnagunace. pu Bcem pasovapoBaHnUM CBOEM OH BO-
BCE HE OCTaBWI CBOErO NPEeXHEro HOpPoBa, C KOTOPbIM Ye-
NnoBekK, Kak U3BECTHO, U1 B MOrUIy MAeT, U C Hacnaxae-
HMEeM nones, Tak, Kak obin, B apyxeckyto aywy Opabl-
HoBa. pexae Bcero OH 3aMeTus, YTo Y HEr0 MHOro fe-
na, nOTOM YTO OHW OABHO He BWOANUCL; HO BAPYr pas-
roBOp OMSATb MPUHAS Kakoe-TO CTpaHHOE HanpasrieHue.
Apocnas nbu4 3aroBopus o JHXKMBOCTU Noaen Boobue,
O Henpo4yHOCTU Bnar mupa cero, O cyete cyeT, MUMOXO-
AOM gaxe bonee Yem ¢ paBHoO4YLLUMEM HE NPEMUHYI OTO-
3BaTbCA O [NyLKMHe, C HEKOTOPbIM LIMHU3MOM O XOPOLLINX



3HAaKOMCTBaxX M B 3aKNOYEeHMEe Aaxe HaMeEKHyI Ha JIKu-
BOCTb M KOBApCTBO TeX, KOTOpble Ha3blBalOTCA B CBETE
ApY3bsiMK, TOrga Kak UICTUHHOM AapYy»X0bl Ha CBETE U CPO-
Adacb He 6biBano. OgHum cnosom, Apocnas Mnbuy noym-
Hen. OpAabIHOB HE NMPOTUBOPEYMNST HN B YEM, HO HECKa3aH-
HO, MyYNTENbHO FPYCTHO CTaro emy: Kak byaTo OH CXOpo-
HWUN cBoero ny4ywero gpyra!

— Ax! npeacraBbte, — 1 661510 coBCcEM N03abbin paccka-
3aTb, — MonBeun Bapyr Apocnas Wnbuny, kak 6yato npu-
NOMHMB YTO-TO BECbMa MHTEPECHOE, — Y Hac HOBOCTb! A
BaM CKaxy no cekpety. NoMmHuTe goMm, rae Bbl Xunm?

OpablHOB B3gporHyn n nobnegHen.

— Tak BoobpasnTte xe, HegaBHO OTKPbINN B 3TOM 0-
Me Lienyto LWawnKy BOpOB, TO eCTb, CyAapb Tbl MOW, BaTary,
NPUTOH-C; KOHTpabaHANCTbI, MOLLEHHUKN BCSKNE, KTO UX
3HaeT! MIHbIx nepenosunu, 3a 4pyrmmMm eLle ToNbKO roHs-
IOTCH; OTAAHbl CTpOXauwme npukasaHus. 1 moxete ce-
0e npencTaBUTb: NOMHUTE X035MHA AoMa, HOrOMOSNbHbLIN,
NOYTEHHbIN, BriaropogHbIv C BUAY...

— Hy!

— CyaunTte nocrne aToro 0 BceM 4yenosedectse! 310 U
ObIN HaYanbHUK BCeW Wankn ux, koHosoa! He Heneno nu
3T0-C?

Apocnas Vinbu4y roeopun ¢ 4yBCTBOM M OCyaun 3a of-
HOro BCE YerioBe4yecTBO, NOTOMY 4YTO Apocnas Vnbuy m
He MOXET MHaye caenartb; 3TO B ero XxapakTepe.



— A 1e? a MypnH? — nporosopusn OpabIHOB LLENOTOM.

— Ax, MypuH, MypuH! HeT, 3TO No9TEeHHbIN CTapuk, bna-
ropoAHbln. Ho, no3sonesTte, Bbl NPONMBaETE HOBLIN CBET...

— A 4TO? OH TOXE ObIn B Wanke?

Cepaue OpgablHOBa rotoBo Obiflo NpobuTh rpydb OT
HeTeprneHbs. ..

— Bripoyewm, kak e Bbl roBopuTte... — npubasun Apo-
cnaB Vnbwny, npucTtanbHO BNepusB 0NoBsHHbIE 04n B Op-
AbIHOBA — NPU3HaK, YTo OH coobpakan: — MypuH He mor
ObITb Mexay HUMU. POBHO 3a Tpu HeOenv oH yexan C xe-
HOW K cebe, B CBOE MeCTO... A OT ABOPHMKA y3Han... 3TOT
TaTapyoHOK, MOMHUTE?
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